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Greetings, 
Welcome back to John Lomas who will recover the role of newsletter proof reader from Diana. I cannot say how 
grateful I am to have people able to look over the finished product each time and make the necessary corrections. I 
get to a stage where I cannot see the wood for the trees. 
 
For many of you this newsletter will be reaching you on or near the 11th November. This date means a lot to 
Rhodesians, for not only does it signify the day of Remembrance when we pay respect to all our fallen, but as well, 
it is the anniversary of the day that our Prime Minister, Ian Douglas Smith, declared independence from Britain. 
Please take some time on this day to join with the rest of us all around the world – “We Will Remember Them”. 
 
After the AGM I began to make a breakdown of all the jobs that I do for the Association in order to identify people 
who can take on some of these jobs. It is vital that we broaden our base and find cover for the jobs that have begun 
as ideas and then expanded, many of which rely on my personal input. The CQ Store began from some t-shirts that 
I exchanged for books a few years ago. Look at it now! It is the backbone of financing our museum projects. It takes 
a lot of work, not only from me, but from all the people who I am in daily contact with – those who I drew attention to 
at the AGM in my speech: Diana Bomford, Tony Fraser, Colin Logie, Tinka Mushett, and Paul Nes. 
 
The most obvious role that I can pass on quickly is Webmaster. This can be accomplished by anyone with the time 
and skills from anywhere in the world. If you have the desire and commitment to take over the running of the 
website please come forward and email me. 
 
The RV was once again a huge success and thanks go to everyone who helped over that weekend. There is a 
danger in naming people because someone always gets left out inadvertently. Suffice to say, we would not have 
this annual reunion without the hard work from Diana, Colin, Lila, Tony, Ray, Dave, Kim, Greg, Terri, Steve, Paul, 
Tinka, Percy and Yvonne as well as all the rest of you who lend a hand when we need you. 
 
The speech by the new CO, Lt. Col. Sewell, set the welcome off in brilliant fashion. This was continued with Mike 
O’Rourke’s dedication to the Allan Wilson Patrol and the school that was named after him. We have had such a 
positive response to this last minute insertion into the RV proceedings that at future RVs we intend to repeat this. I 
am open to nominations for subject matter and presenter. Guide lines for this are that the presentation is to be 
around 10 minutes long and covering an aspect of Rhodesian history that we should not let be forgotten. Please 



contact me with your ideas/nominations. It does not have to be a repeat of a school’s history- ideas around 
commemorative days, pioneers, towns etc. all come to mind as potential subjects. 
 
This edition is largely about the October RV, now in its 8th year. As a consequence, there are quite a few photos 
which will increase download time for those of you on dial up. 
 
Obituaries 
Please Note that the Rhodesian Services Association holds a large Rhodesian flag for use at funerals. Please 
contact me at hbomford@clear.net.nz if required. 
 

 
 
Denys John Theuma passed away on Friday 16th October 2009 in Auckland, New Zealand. Our condolences to 
Brigitte and the other Theuma family members.   
 
 
 
Michael Pelham (Director of Engineers in the Rhodesian Army) passed away at 9pm on the 4th November 2009 in 
Kenya. “His family were all with him and it was much quicker than the doctor had anticipated and for that the family 
are very grateful.  We miss him so much, but know that he is now free from pain and with God in a wonderful place 
and we will see him again one day. God bless and lots of love, Jenny, Anne, Michael, Graham and all the Pelham 
family.” 
 
There will be a memorial service in Durban. Messages and information on the memorial service can be sent to 
Terry Griffin on terry.griffin@liblink.co.za   
 
From Pete Maunder, SAS Association 
“Another chapter closes in the SAS book as we say farewell to a great guy who passed his final selection with flying 
colours. 
 
As Mike would say: 
Do not stand on my grave and weep 
I am not there, I do not sleep  
I am a thousand winds that blow  
I am the diamond glints on snow  
I am the sunlight on ripened grain  
I am the gentle Autumn rain  
When you awaken in the morning hush  
I am the swift uplifting rush  
Of quiet birds in circled flight  
I am the soft stars that shine at night  
Do not stand at my grave and cry  
I am not there, I did not die. 
 
Go well Mike. 
Till we meet again 
Pete Maunder.” 
 
From Fred Punter 
“Police Reserve No. 20321M Squadron Leader Keith Leask Rayne 
It is with sadness that I report the death of Squadron Leader Keith Leask Rayne who was an active and proud 
member of the Transvaal Branch of the BSAP Regimental Association. 
 
His son, Ian, advised that Keith passed away this morning at 01h00, 2nd November 2009 from a heart attack in 
Gauteng, South Africa.   
 
Keith was a Direct Entry into the Rhodesian Air Force in 1976 from the Fleet Air Arm RN and later served with the 
B.S.A.Police Field Reserve. While in the Air Force he served with 7 and 8 Squadrons and was known as ‘Pops’ 
 
Messages can be set to his son Ian at ian@evoautomotive.co.za  
RIP Keith.” 
 
Ex ORAFS 
“Alan Harris writes: 
I regret to advise that Robert Kidson Hart died 21st October 2009 in his 87th year.  Rob served in 44 (Rhodesia) 
Squadron during WWII and was awarded a Distinguished Flying Cross.  
 



He was born in Livingstone and educated at the local school followed by a few years at Rondebosch and then three 
years at Bulawayo Technical School. 
 
Prior to attestation in the RAF he worked as an apprentice electrician at Nchanga Mine. Flying training commenced 
at ITW Hillside and continued at Belvedere and Cranborne.  After conversion training in England he was posted to 
44 Sqdn.  His next posting just prior to the end of the war was to Burma.  
 
On return to Northern Rhodesia he joined the charter company Zambesi Airways.  In 1955 he gave up flying and 
commenced trading in Barotseland.  Just after Zambian Independence he came to East London and ran a service 
station. His wife having predeceased him he leaves five sons and their families.  The funeral was held yesterday on 
27th October 2009 in East London. 
 
Citation for the Distinguished Flying Cross - London Gazette 17th April 1945. 
Flying Officer Hart has completed many operational sorties.  During an attack against Konigsberg in August 1944 
his aircraft was subjected to four attacks by enemy fighters assisted by searchlights.  The rear turret was put out of 
action, but in spite of this, due to his skilful combat manoeuvres, the attackers were driven off only after further 
damage had been inflicted.  The port aileron control was severed, the flaps damaged and both turrets 
unserviceable, but he set course for base, where he made a skilful landing.  Throughout he had set a magnificent 
example of steadfast determination and devotion to duty.” 
 
Ex ORAFS 
“Scotty Fraser died peacefully in his bed on Friday morning 16th October 2009. He was a long time pilot with Jack 
Malloch at ATA and also a friend to many Air Force and Army members. He is survived by his dear wife of 67 years 
Conna, three sons and a daughter. 
 
Any condolence messages can be sent to Pete Wooli at pwooli@xsinet.co.za  or Sheila Fraser at 
sheila.e.fraser@gmail.com ” 
 
From Russell Franklin: 
“Hi Hugh  
A very good friend of mine, Rick Nel who served in the Rhodesian Artillery was tragically killed in a boiler explosion 
at Oriwa College, New Zealand where he was Grounds Manager. Rick leaves his wife Kathy, daughter Ashley and 
son Gareth. 
 
He joined the army in 1969 and served in D Troop. Often based at Impala Arms, and other Eastern Highland spots, 
doing the strikes into Mocambique, I think they also covered the Falls and Kariba.  He also worked a lot with RLI in 
the bush.  He left the army in 1979 to run the security unit for Border Timbers at Tilbury Forestry Estate, Melsetter, 
until 1980.” 
 
Off The Radar  
The email addresses of the people listed below have bounced the last communication sent.  If you are in comms 
with them could you ask them to contact me. Please also remember to let me know if you are changing your email 
address. 
 

• Anthony and Lorna Jackson (he was a former Rhodesia Regiment officer) – New Zealand 
• Rob Bresler – South Africa 

 
It is great to see the increasing number of former Rhodesian Women’s Services joining us. This letter from Heather 
Smith: 
“Hello Hugh 
I am trying to contact an ex-colleague from our KGVI RWS commissioning course, Jenny Godsmark.  I think she 
and Bruce Knoble went to Perth, Western Australia. Both Yolanda MacIntyre (neé Coetsee) and I would like to 
contact her 
Many thanks 
Heather Smith 
Email oasys@inbox.com “ 
 
October RV – Labour Weekend 23rd – 26th October 2009 
The 2009 RV was supported with an excellent spell of weather. We had been expecting a drop in numbers, 
however around the same as last year (between 60 and 70) made it over the weekend. A car accident saw the 
plans of the Wither family go awry, most unfortunate as Mike was a here on a trip from England. 
 
The weekend began on Friday the 23rd with people gathering at the Garrison Club. First visitor to arrive was Barrie 
Jones (another visitor from England), a great effort – well done Barrie. Socialising was primed with samoosas and 
hamburgers, cooked up by Colin Logie, and cheap beer thanks to the 6th Battalion (Hauraki) Group Association. We 
showed film material which included a snapshot from the past portraying the life and times of the Umvukwes 
tobacco farmers pre 1960 entitled ‘The Sea Saw Years’. 



 
Thanks to John Glynn, Tinka Mushett, John Graham and Lila Griffits for the photos below. 
 
On Saturday the golfers headed off to do their thing under the supervision of Greg O’Carroll. 
 
The official welcome at the 6th Battalion (Hauraki) Group was led by the Commanding Officer, Lt. Col. Julian Sewell. 
In his speech Lt. Col. Sewell reiterated the bond that now exists between his unit and us Rhodesians, who he said 
are recognised as part of their family now. 
 
Paul Nes replied and presented Lt. Col. Sewell with a signed copy of Richard Wood’s book Counter Strike From 
The Sky – photo below. 

 

 
L-R: Kevin Hayden, Tony Fraser, Des Anderson, Lt. Col Julian Sewell, Paul Nes, Mike O’Rourke, Hugh 

Bomford, Percy Purcell, Colin Logie. 
 

 
The audience gives their full attention to the speech makers. Extreme right of shot is Graeme Trass SCR 

with his family. 
 



A last minute decision followed by frantic organisation and emails was made to recognise the large number of 
former Allan Wilson School pupils, by comparison with  other schools, that were attending the RV. Allan Wilson had 
a roll of around 450 pupils per term. Former head boy, Mike O’Rourke, was tasked with the honour. The piece 
below is taken from Mike’s speech notes. We are most grateful to Eddy Norris, Craig Fourie and all the other 
numerous people who answered the appeal world wide that was put out by Eddy through the ORAFS network. The 
response was amazing and once again demonstrated the Rhodesian spirit. The Roll of Honour below does not set 
out to be a definitive list. Please accept it as hastily gathered and with possible errors and omissions.   
 

 
Mike O’Rourke. 

 
The Shangani Patrol of 4th December 1893 was sent out to capture the Matabele King, Lobengula. Colonel Forbes, 
in command of the white settlers, called for volunteers. Thirty eight of the many men who responded to the call were 
sent under Major Wilson, to cross the Shangani River to capture the King from the midst of his regiments, which 
later on, it was ascertained, numbered 7,000 men.  Of these volunteers only three returned alive.  The Wilson patrol 
was entirely surrounded by the Matabele. Finding themselves in this predicament, they ringed their horses together 
and shot them to form a barricade and began a defence that saw every one of them killed. It cost Lobengula 80 
men of royal blood and 500 warriors. Lobengula died two months later. The bones of the Wilson patrol were 
recovered and now rest beside the grave of their great chief, Cecil Rhodes in the Matopos Mountains. 
 
Allan Wilson Boys High School Roll of Honour 
A.P. Jameson, R.A.F. October 1942, Europe. 
R. Kotze, 6th South African Armoured Division, Italy, July 1944. 
W. Watson, Killed in Action, Italy, 16th April 1945. 
 
V.E. Visagie, Killed in Action ‘C’ Sqn. SAS, Malaya, 23rd April 1952. 
 
B. Murdock, Killed on Active Service on 19th December 1974 during a casevac operation at Mushumbi Pools. He 
attended Allan Wilson School from 1962 - 1966. He joined the Rhodesian Air Force in 1968 as a pilot. 
R. Shand 1975. 
D.I. Bates 1976 Rob Bates' brother - unfortunately Rob is not able to attend the RV this year. 
H.F. Belstead 1976 was a chopper door gunner and hit by ground fire. 
B. Edwards 1976. 
Michael Nielson KIA 17th January 1977 KIA in Mukwichi TTL while serving with PATU. Attended AW in 1955 
D.C. Beattie 1977 Army reserve - KIA Umtali area - convoy ambush. 
G. Venturas 1977. 
P.S. Davidson 1977. 
S.C. Dawkins 1977. 
D.L. Du Plessis 1977. 
A.R. Coleman  June 1977 – he was Intake 152 was serving with PATU. 
L.R. Shakespeare 1977. 
J.W. Smith 1977. 
Albert Hess 1978 MAG gunner – ambush, attended Allan Wilson 1971 through 1975.  
N.P. Holden 1978. 
H.A.T. Jarvie 1978 Air Force. 
Tim J. Murdock 28th November 1978 - 3 Indep. Company, Inyanga – ambush.  
A.M. Trigg 1978. 
A.H.W. Turner 1979. 
P.B. Wilson 1979. 
M.L. Bartlett 1979. 
J.M. Crow 1979. 
T.D. Frost 1979. 
B.R. Gardner 1979. 
J. Hattinge aged 14 died defending his home in May 1978. 



 
Mike then read out this poem which was always read out at the Shangani Day Memorial, 4th of December. 
 
To Brave Men and those who stood upon Shangani's bank  
Those gallant few with danger all around  
Who fought until the last brave fighter sank  
Beside his dying comrades on the ground. 
They call to us "Hold on when hope has fled!" 
Hold on with the bleeding hand and blinded eyes! 
Hold on when all the things you love are dead  
When beaten to your knees, hold on and rise! 
Rise up again and in the battle din hear still our call to you "Hold on and win!" 
The listening granite hills take up the cry "Take courage; bid all craven fears be done! 
The spirit of brave men will never die! 
It lives in you, brave hearts; Hold On! 
 
They were men of men 
 
Following on, Des Anderson, President of the 6th Battalion (Hauraki) Group Regimental Association, declared that 
the bar was open and invited us up to the Garrison Club. 
 
Once thirsts had been slaked somewhat, Greg O’Carroll presented the various golfers with prizes. Top award of the 
Rhodesian Services Association Annual Floating Trophy went to Ron van Heerden. Photo below shows gracious 
loser Terry McEnery with back to camera watching Ron van Heerden begin to drain the trophy he has just received 
from Greg O’Carroll of its contents. 

 

 
 
Greg then called upon all the ex Allan Wilson boys to step forward. Thinking that they were in for a bonsella (gift) 
they lined up with broad smiles. This was their day! Greg then instructed them to perform their school war cry. Well, 
I can truthfully tell you, the reader who was not there, that these guys, without any warning or practice (they were 
ambushed), did as good a job of their school war cry as any haka that I have seen performed on a rugby field. It 
was a brilliant display, showing that war cries are not solely a Pacific phenomenon and white Africans can do one 
just as good. Below Butch Mawdsley leads the troops. 
 

 
L-R Butch Mawdsley, Iain James, Mike O’Rourke, Colin Logie, Steve Geach BCR. 

 



During the course of the evening Steve Geach had us in stitches with the annual auction which was kicked of in fine 
spirit with Lt. Col. Sewell winning Lot #1 which was a copy of ‘Bound for Africa’ donated by the author Douglas 
Hubbard. 
 

 
Steve Geach in a bit of a flap trying to avoid some rampant ‘wallet moths’ with Bryony Bomford on the right 

of the picture 
 
 These are random shots of the audience during the auction. My apologies if I have got any names wrong. 
 

 
L-R Tony Griffits, Mark Wickham, Ian Garlick, Lt. Col. Julian Sewell, Butch Mawdsley. 

 

 
Back L-R Barrie Jones, Ron van Heerden and Grunter Robertson (both clearly aghast by the level of 

bidding), Dave Soper, Tony Griffits 
Front L-R Selina van Heerden, Eileen Hartman 

 



 
L-R Percy Purcell, Sean Barklie, Kim Blignaut, Ray Mushett, William Coker (in pram), Karyne Coker, Phil 

Marcou, Danny Hartman, Tinka Mushett, Kayla and Courtney Coker (backs to camera) Sue Osborne, Duane 
Coker (sunglasses), Chuck Osborne, Diana Bomford. 

 

 
L-R Lt. Col. Julian Sewell, Butch Mawdsley, Iain James (standing), Steve Kennedy (seated), Mike O’Rourke, 
Ocky Blignaut (seated), Percy Purcell (seated foreground), Sean Barklie, Kim Blignaut, Rob Tucker (turned 

away), Ray Mushett. 
 

An excellent meal was provided, which Phil Marcou declared as “the best graze I have had in New Zealand” – a 
sure compliment to all involved. Socialising went on until late with all participants evading booze busts through 
careful planning and responsible driving. 
 
Sunday got underway with the clear up and move to the Classic Flyers complex at Mount Maunganui. Unfortunately 
our venue, the Boeing Room, was not available on time due to a church group overrunning their allotted time by 
more than an hour. In the time honoured fashion we ‘made a plan’ and had the AGM first and by the time the church 
group had finished their cups of tea we were able to get stuck into the meal that some of us had been hanging out 
for. Another excellent graze well catered for and cooked by the great team of Lila, Diana, Colin, Ray and Tony all 
seen below. 
 
Chief items of interest from the AGM were the retention of the same committee with the addition of Brandon Mitchell 
and Mike O’Rourke for the next year. From 1st October 2010 the membership fee will rise to NZ$10. 
 
The raffle for a flight for two in the AG Cat biplane was won by Chuck Osborne. Well done Chuck – happy landings 
and remember to send photos. 

 



 
L-R Lila Griffits, Diana Bomford, Colin Logie, Ray Mushett, Tony Griffits. 

 

 
L-R Barrie Jones, Brandon Mitchell, Brian Balme, Greg O’Carroll, Terry McEnery, Adrian Pike, Paul Nes, 

Barry Morgan 
 

 
L-R Rob Tucker, Tony Fraser, Iain James 

 



 
Different generations - Brandon Mitchell salutes Brian Balme who served in Malaya with C Sqn. SAS 

 
 
We thank the following contributors listed below who donated goods for the auction. Please show your loyalty by 
supporting them where possible and remember to tell them that you saw them being advertised in Contact! Contact! 

� 30 Degrees South Publishing (Chris Cocks  www.30degreessouth.co.za  
� Roan Antelope Enterprises (John Edmond) www.johnedmond.co.za  
� Books for Africa (Hugh and Diana Bomford) http://www.rhodesianservices.org/Books.htm  
� Khukuri Imports Ltd (Colin Logie, Tony Fraser and Hugh Bomford) www.khukuriimports.co.nz  
� Ben Bezuidenhout, author, donated ‘My Mother's Kitchen’ www.rhodesianbooks.co.za  
� Douglas Hubbard, author donated ‘Bound for Africa’ www.specialagentvietnam.com   
� Paul Nes 
� Bryony Bomford 
� Tinka Mushett 
� Heather Euington www.friendsofhwange.org  
� Danny and Eileen Hartman 
� Steve Geach 

 
This year members came from all over New Zealand and overseas. People – you have less than a year to make 
your plans in order to be at the next October RV. Bookings have been made this end and plans are afoot to ensure 
that the next one is better than the last one. Get your ‘a’ into ‘g’, mark it on the calendar so that it take precedence 
over everything else and start saving for accommodation and beer money 
 
Regimental Rumours by ‘Stompie’ 
Greetings everyone,  
It's hard to believe that we're approaching Christmas again - time flies when you're having fun! 
 
This month, we have a contribution from confirmed petrol head, Jock Hiddleston, who has forwarded his memories 
of the old Marlborough Race Track - thanks for that, Jock.  But c'mon guys, surely there are others out there with a 
few stories to tell!  Any stories from the old days or recent past are welcome - just flick me an email at 
stompie@rhodesianservices.org Let's spread the nostalgia around!   
 
Memories of Marlborough Race Track by Jock Hiddleston  
As a confirmed petrol head, I have many happy memories of the old Marlborough Race Track. My Dad used to take 
me there to watch most of the events up until I got my driver's licence.  Sadly, I only went as a spectator and not a 
competitor. 
 
I recall the first race meeting after UDI was declared.  There were three cars - a Mini Cooper driven by Eric Glasby 
and two Cortinas, one driven by Gary Ainscough and the other driven by someone whose name eludes me.  It was 
a great race, with each of the cars swapping the lead lap after lap. 
 
Another vivid memory I have is of an event where I was watching from Duiker's Leap and a DKW flipped going into 
the Leap.  The car lost a headlight and I have clear memories of this round thing bouncing down the track.  I 
immediately thought the driver had lost his head (literally) and ran back to the car to tell my Dad that the driver had 
been decapitated!  My Dad went and had a look and was able to reassure me that it was only the headlight, not the 
driver's head! 
 



A chap called Peter Parnell (he was killed by terrs on the Zambezi in the early/mid 70's) had imported the ex 
Graham Hill Lotus Cortina from the UK and wowed spectators with his three, and sometimes, two- wheeled 
cornering, again the ‘esses’ was the place to watch his antics. 
 
Other memorable events were drag racing when the guys from SA came up to compete. The cars and bikes ran the 
opposite way down the start/finish straight.  Willie Hepburn (who has just retired from racing in SA at the age of 70) 
had a Chevy II which fascinated me because the front wheels came off the ground when the lights turned green. 
 
Another car was Flippie Smith’s (he of Smith’s Wheels in Primrose) little Fiat 500 with a Chevy V8 mounted in the 
middle of the car - man, was that a wild bit of kit - it would literally hop from side to side down the drag strip. 
 
Another awesome machine was a V8 powered bike ridden by a chap called Lou Addelkoffer (not sure about the 
spelling of the surname) but I remember watching in awe as he laid a black line with his back tyre for almost the 
whole quarter mile.  He needed a VW beetle motor to start the thing! 
 
My old friend Robbie Rushforth also built two amazing cars, one was a ‘55 Chevy which pulverised all opposition 
and a V8 Chevy powered Beetle which was road legal but he raced that as well. 
 
After Marlborough closed, a new track, Donnybrook, was built out Arcturus way, but it never had the character of the 
Marlborough track. 
 
Those were really fun days and cemented my motor sport passion that still burns bright.  If you look on Google 
Earth, you can still see the outline of the old track from Duiker's Leap around to where the start/finish straight ends 
and where the residential suburb begins. 
 
Great memories there, Jock - thanks for sharing them.  Has anyone got any stories from the old Stock Car days at 
Glamis Stadium?  Next month, we'll be featuring the Stock Car Club and some of the shenanigans that went on 
there. 
 
In the meantime, go well folks! 
 
Cheers! 
Stompie 
 
Your contributions can be sent to Stompie at stompie@rhodesianservices.org   
 
 

 
 
 

Grunter’s Good Oil 
Greetings everyone  
This month I am going to change tack slightly and report on the Rhodesian Services Association October RV held in 
Tauranga over the Labour weekend.   
 
What a truly wonderful event that was and quite humbling.  In the past I have been somewhat reluctant to attend, 
having never served myself.  I would like to point out to anyone who feels the same way as I did that they need not 
worry and I urge them to attend next year.  I met up with old friends whom I knew and I also met up with friends 
whom I didn't even know were living in New Zealand.  It was a fantastic get together and the short welcome at the 
beginning was both formal and poignant.  When Mike O'Rourke read out the Allan Wilson Roll of Honour there was 
hardly a dry eye in the room.   
 
The effort that Hugh and his committee go to in keeping the Association growing is unbelievable and they must be 
commended.  It is very important that our heritage is preserved and that those brave men and woman who lost their 
lives in serving our country are never forgotten.  It is time for a younger generation to step forward and help carry 
our name forward.  It is too important to let it ever be just relegated to the history books.  
 



Pass this onto your mates and help spread the word.  Anyone who would like to contact me in this regard my, email 
address is at the bottom of this article. 
 
Thank-you to those who sent me their rugby players’ names and I will add them here (Please note while I am sure 
they are all probably correct I have not had a chance to verify all the facts below). 
These from Gareth Loxton in Afghanistan: 
Ronnie Hill – hooker.  
Terry Bowes - a slip of a man who took fierce knocks but was known for his kicking prowess and went on to 
represent Zim. at golf. 
Tienie Martin - a Manicaland man who played for the Gazelles, but should have been first choice flyhalf for the 
Boks. 
Jimmy Stobbs - a centre I believe, who was always involved in Rugby administration and was head of the selection 
panel in later years. 
Ray Finlayson - a centre in Jimmy Stobbs era. 
Leroy Duberley - a full back with safe hands, strong defence, huge potential and sadly killed in action. 
Garth Von Horsten - front row for many years. 
Dick Coleshaw - front row, I think played for the emerging Boks who was a fierce competitor who took no prisoners. 
Danny Delport - a wing who always played with his socks down. 
 
These from Dave Parrington: 
Big Rob Stewart - played lock for Rhodesia as well as polo (I think). He never shied away from a scrap. 
Colin Blythewood - ex Plumtree and also played polo I think. He too was not afraid of a good scrap. 
Dick Coleshaw – a prop who came close to Springbok selection. His career was stopped short due to knee injuries.  
These days they probably could have sorted his knees without any problem. 
Tienie Martin – a brilliant fly half from the sixties who was a farmer and many thought he deserved Springbok 
selection. 
 
These from Gail Carrihill: 
Neville Calvert – an ex PE boy who played wing. 
Tom Ferreira – ex BSAP who played lock. 
Derek Hattingh – ex Allan Wilson who was awarded the Meritorious Conduct Medal at age sixteen.  
Roger Moore. 
 
These from Danny Hartman: 
Ted Alexander - a talented scrum half from PE who played with Ian Bond and Preston Robertson in the famous 
1961 Prince Edward team. 
 
Till next month - Go well. 
Regards  
Grunter 
Email fourstreams@clear.net.nz  
 
 
What’s On In New Zealand? 
 
AUCKLAND 
If you reside in the Auckland area, email Wolf and Alison Hucke at whucke@slingshot.co.nz (please note their 
new email address) for more details of the monthly social meetings. Generally these are on the third Saturday of 
the month. All are welcome.  
 
By popular request there will be a social on Friday 27th November 2009 from 6pm at the Hobsonville RSA, 
Hobsonville Road, Auckland. 
 
TAURANGA 
The Garrison Club run by the 6th Battalion (Hauraki) Group Regimental Association, is open every Friday from 16:00 
hrs and welcomes visitors. On the 2nd Friday of every month we put on a meal and show a movie. Email me at 
hbomford@clear.net.nz to get on that mailing list to see what is on and notification of any changes. We have people 
coming through from Whakatane, Rotorua and Waihi so if you live out of the immediate area you may be able to 
share transport. The next movie will be on Friday 13th November. This will be the last one for the year. 
 
HAMILTON 
Members residing in the Hamilton area are starting to get organised. Please contact Tinka Mushett 
mushett@slingshot.co.nz for more details. 
 
B.S.A.P. Regimental Association New Zealand Branch 
Date: Saturday 5th December 2009  
Time: 11:15 hours (For socializing) 12:30 hours approx. (lunch) 
Venue: Silverdale R.S.A.,43 A Viponds Road, Whangaparaoa. 



Cost: $22.00 per person 
Dress: Smart / casual 
RSVP by 21st November to The Hon Sec./Treasurer Greg McManus, Unit 160, Peninsula Club, 441 Whangaparaoa 
Road, HBC 9032, New Zealand phone 09 424 2980 email mcmanus@iconz.co.nz  
 
 
CQ Store visit www.rhodesianservices.org/The%20Shop.htm to see what is in store for 
you 
 
Please give our CQ Store consideration when buying a present for friends or family. Above is the web page link and 
below is a list of our stock. Christmas is just around the corner and remember that the postal services go to the 
pack and delays are experienced. If you want medals that have to be engraved and mounted, we need a couple of 
weeks under normal circumstances and longer if someone in the chain is off sick or on leave, so please allow time 
when placing your orders. 
 
On the CQ Store web page you can now download and print off a catalogue of the entire store. This is useful to 
pass on to people who do not have computer access. 
 
What’s new? 
Rhodesian Land Tenure Map NZ$60 plus postage 
 
This map is accurate as at 21st October 1977.  This is a wonderful reproduction from a 30 year old map.  It shows in 
detail the areas of European farming, TTL, APA, forest, National Park, rivers etc. thus providing a valuable record of 
our country as it was.  It has been produced from a high grade scan and is far better quality and value than a similar 
item on the market. It measures 740mm x 670mm. 
 

 
 
Badges on Mugs www.badgesonmugs.co.uk  
 

 
 
We have been offered a deal by the good folk at Badges on Mugs in England. For each order that uses RSA in the 
voucher section of the purchase process, they will contribute £1.50 to the Rhodesian Services Association. When 
you use the link above you will be taken to their home page. Look down the left hand side you will find the 
‘Rhodesia’ link. Go there, and you will find all our unit badges and more. Each mug has a badge on both sides and 
in addition for no extra cost you can personalise it with a name or number - all for £7 plus postage. 



 
I have used the site and it is very easy to navigate. The purchase process is very simple as well. Have a look for 
yourself www.badgesonmugs.co.uk 
 
Don’t forget if you decide to order anything from them use RSA in the voucher box and you will be helping us to 
keep developing our museum displays. 
 

CQ STORE INVENTORY 
 

ITEMS EXCLUDING POSTAGE PRICE in NZ$ 
4RR Hackles $17.50 
‘Bumper’ Stickers, Rhodesia/NZ or Australia flags; Rhodesian flag; 
Rhodesian Services Assn Lion & Tusk 

$3 each or 2 for 
$5 

Bullion wire blazer pocket badge – Rhodesia Regiment $100 
Business Card Holder – stainless steel with Lion & Tusk engraved $20 
Berets $50 
Lapel pin -  Para Wings – gold plate or Enamel $15 
Lapel Pin – Rhodesian Flag $10 
Lion & Tusk Aprons $30 
Lion & Tusk Baseball Caps $25 
Lion & Tusk Beanies green, black or other (even pink!) on request $22 
Lion & Tusk Dog Tags $30 
Lion & Tusk Polar Fleece jackets – long sleeved in green, black, 
navy  $65 
Lion & Tusk Polo shirts - black or green $38 
Lion & Tusk T-shirts - black or green $30 
Lion & Tusk Women’s v-neck stretch shirts - black $30 
Medal Ribbon Devices – MFC, Commissioner’s Commendation, 
bars etc. $30 
Name badge – resin coated $15 
Number plate surrounds – 4 styles to choose from $12 
Pocket Insert Medal Holder $15 
Poster “Be a man among men” $25 
Poster “Rhodesian Bush War” $30 
NEW Poster – Rhodesian Map accurate as at Oct. 1977 $60 
Poster “Terrorism Stops Here!” $50 
Regimental Cap Badges – RLI, Intaf, RAR, RDR, BSAP, Grey’s 
Scouts, RRR, RR, Service Corps, Staff Corps, RWS, DRR and more 

Priced from $20 – 
inquire for details 

Regimental ties – Rhodesian Light Infantry $40 
Regimental ties – Rhodesia Regiment $40 
Regimental ties – Rhodesian African Rifles $40 
Regimental ties – SAS (badged SAS only) $55 
Rhodesian General Service Medal copy (silver plate bronze) full size 
medal with ribbon $100 
Rhodesian General Service Medal full size copy (solid silver) with 
ribbon $125 
Rhodesian General Service Medal ribbon – full size $10/length 
Rhodesian General Service Medal miniature (solid silver) with ribbon $40 
Rhodesian General Service Medal ribbon - miniature $10/length 
Rhodesian replica rugby jerseys – short or long sleeve $110 
Rhodesian Police Long Service Medal full size copy (solid silver) with 
ribbon $160 
Rhodesian flag 3’ x 5’ (900mm x 1500mm) ready to fly $40 
Rhodesian Flag, embroidered 110mm x 50mm $20 
Southern Rhodesia War Service Medal full size copy (solid silver) 
with ribbon $150 
Unofficial Rhodesian Combat Infantry Badge full size $22.50 
Unofficial Rhodesian Combat Infantry Badge miniature $15 
Various medal ribbons – please inquire POA 
Various full size & miniature medals – please inquire POA 
Various small embroidered badges (RLI & BSAP) $5 
Zimbabwe Independence Medal copy - full size with ribbon $50 



Zimbabwe Independence Medal full size ribbon $10/length 
Zimbabwe Independence Medal miniature with ribbon $35 
Zimbabwe Independence Medal miniature ribbon $10/length 
‘Zippo’ type lighter – “Rhodesia 1890 – 1980” with Lion & Tusk $25 

 
 
Books for Africa 
I again remind you that all the books and audio visual disks that I stock and sell are listed at 
www.rhodesianservices.org/Books.htm  These sales are my own hobby and income from sales is directed to me 
and not the Rhodesian Services Association.  However, the Association does benefit indirectly from these sales. A 
great selection of books can be found on the link above. Hurry if you want something in time for Christmas. 
 
New addition: 
Jock of the Bushveld DVD - PAL Region 2, 94 minutes playtime.  Price $40 plus postage 
 

 
This is a brand new, sealed DVD featuring Jonathan Rands as Percy Fitzpatrick. Based on the classic novel by Sir 
Percy Fitzpatrick. Twenty year old Percy Fitzpatrick hears about the Eastern Transvaal gold rush and sets out from 
Cape Town in hopes of finding fortune.  He becomes a transport rider bringing in supplies from Delagoa Bay and 
comes across a runt puppy,  saves its life and christens it ‘Jock’. 

 
 
 

  History of the Rhodesia Regiment Book Project   
 
Once again we have had some really interesting material come in and we welcome more. We are keen to get 
material of the period between WWI and WWII 
 
We look forward to your continued support, so please keep sending you material contributions through to: 
Hugh Bomford hbomford@clear.net.nz 
Chris Cocks info@30degreessouth.co.za  
 
 
The Global Forked Stick 
 
Special Air Service Rhodesia – The Men Talk by Jonathan Pittaway 
This is the eagerly awaited follow up to the first edition by the same author and Craig Fourie published about four 
years ago. 
 



 
 

“Ordering Information (Overseas - everywhere included) 
 
The price is GBP25 (Sterling) for the book 
Registered postage: GBP15 Surface Mail or GBP30 Airmail  
 
The amounts above are net after bank charges and forex. conversions. Please deposit by cash/cheque/EFT into 
London Bank: 
 

J.  M.  Pittaway  
Savings Account 
Account 80588156  
Sort Code 20-47-42  
Barclays  
Knightsbridge International  
IBAN GB82 BARC 2047 4280 5881 56  
Swiftbic Barcgb22  
 

Use Your Name/Company Name As The Reference. 
 
Please send the following details by fax, email or post back to us  

• Your name  
• Your postal address  
• Your phone number  
• Your email address if you have one  

 
Thanks  
Jonathan Pittaway  
Email: pittaway@Iafrica.com 
Website: www.dandy.co.za 
Post: Dandy Agencies, Box 78193, Avondale, 4101, South Africa  
+ 27 31 312 0674 South Africa phone  
+ 27 31 303 7614 South Africa fax  
+ 27 83 660 0000 South Africa cell  
 
Our responsibility ends with getting a proof of posting receipt. Postage at your risk. Surface mail takes over four 
weeks.” 
 



Roan Antelope Music – John Edmond www.johnedmond.co.za or email johnedmond@senco.co.za  Phone +27 
(0)14 735 0774 
“Dear Friends,  
It seems the other day that we at Roan Antelope Music wished you all a blessed festive season and wonderful 
2009!  Well here we are again wishing you an even more blessed and happy festive season and prosperous 2010! 
 
We cannot thank you all enough for your continued worldwide support, fabulous mail, kind words, patience during 
postal strikes and tit bits of news from your various parts of the world. 
 
It’s been great for John and Teresa to catch up with some of you at Rhodie shows that were staged in Natal, 
Messina, Pretoria and our Rhodie weekend and bush concert at Kunkuru this past year.  Thank you also for the 
invites to Australia, New Zealand, USA and UK.  John and Teresa often wish that it was just a matter of hopping on 
a plane and getting to you guys; it always sounds so easy….  But it’s not!  Leaving a game farm with Giraffe that 
potentially could break out, warthogs and antbears that dig up airfields, Wildebeest that fall into antbear holes, 
moving a 3 meter python, lying in the path the piccaninns have to follow home are but a few of the problems we 
encounter from day to day, however it keeps us on our toes, and what better lifestyle: beats sitting in traffic any day! 
 
Besides all the inspirational words from you all, the bush is still a huge inspiration for John to keep on writing, he 
has a few projects in the pipeline so keep a look out on our web site in 2010 which is also in the process of being 
upgraded.  It’s not easy for us sitting in the bundu and relying on snail mail and telkom phone lines, however slow 
we get there eventually!  2010 will also regrettably bring some CD price increases.  Although we have had no 
increases the past 3 years, printing and postage costs are just not being kind to us; however we will keep the 
increases to the minimum. 
 
As we did last year we are sending our Christmas message in the words of another of John’s songs from the “Born 
in Africa” CD called “Bush Christmas”. This comes from our hearts: 

Christ was born so long ago in Israel far away, 
But yet His teachings are alive around the world today 

His spirit lives in Africa, the cradle of mankind, 
And she once gave Him refuge when He was but a child 

 
Chorus 

And its Bush Christmas under the very same star that shone above the place where Christ was born 
And it’s Bush Christmas under the very same sky, that rang with hope across the world that morn. 

 
His peace is in the breeze that sweeps the vast Savannah plain, 

His glory’s in the sunset and His mercy’s in the rain. 
His power is in the thunder of a wild African storm;  

His love has never failed us since the day that He was born. 
 

The people in that holy land were modest people then;  
Shepherds, workers of the field and simple fishermen  

A King was born among the beasts to a humble carpenter. 
And when He comes again He may be born in Africa. 

Yes the angels sang  
Across the world it rang. 

© Copyright Roan Antelope Music 
 
Our Christmas special offer is 10% off any product on our website PLUS “Born in Africa” CD free with any order of 
three and more CD’s.  Wow!  Hurry while stock lasts; make your festive season a season filled with music and 
Rhodie memories.  See our web site and email details above. 
 
So from the glorious hot and green bushveld, the Roan Antelope Team, we wish you unending peace, love and 
sunshine. 
John, Teresa and Annamarie” 
 
ORAFs – (Old Rhodesian Air Force Sods) Anniversary 
“Hello Everybody 
 
Just a short note to let you know that in October ORAFs has been operating for eleven years. Can you believe that? 
Someone once said ORAFs would last no longer than 6 months! (Editor’s note – was it the same bloke who said 
Rhodesia would only last 14 days after UDI?) 
 
Super to have been part of your lives during this period. A quick recap is that the mail, including this one, will be 
distributed to 1446 addresses, but there are 17 that only receive the weekly news plus death and sick notices. 
 
Articles ready and awaiting distribution amount to 167. Work in progress is +/- 65. So if you have, sent in stories and 
they have not been distributed, please be patient. 



 
Thank you to all for being on ORAFs, a special thank you to those that continue with their support and it is very 
special for me to see our friends from the other services joining. 
 
I must make mention of the support from the SAS and Scouts Association, the Rhodesia Services Association, 
Gauteng Lunch Club, Flame Lily Foundation and Madala Trust, MOTHS and individual members from the INTAF, 
RLI and BSAP, Signals and for me the most treasured ORAFs are our widows and families of those no longer with 
us. 
 
ORAFs sees no difference between Regulars, Territorial's, VR or civilian. We are one. 
 
A few people have pointed out that Face Book profiles and Websites are using photos from ORAFs - difficult to 
control but there has only been one site (that I found) that actually removes all trace of ORAFs from the photos. 
 
Thank you one and all. 
Eddy Norris” 
 
Editor’s note: Well done Eddy, you are the leader of all our electronic newsletters, the rest of us follow in your wake. 
 
Fire Force Photo Request 
“Hi Hugh  
I am only looking for a photograph of an entire Fire Force airborne in one piece of sky. A tall order I think because 
the Dak and Lynx usually routed independently to meet the helicopter group as it reached target loc. 
 
If you can uncover such a photo I will be grateful. 
 
Yours aye 
PB” 
Email peter@pebo.go-plus.net with any assistance please 
 
Rhodesian Light Infantry Regimental Association 
“Hello all Call Signs - South African Branch  
 
Warning Order  
1.  Mission: 1st Btn.  Rhodesian Light Infantry 49th Birthday  
2.  Date:  Saturday, 6th February, 2010  
3.  Venue:  Durban High School Old Boys Sports Club-Durban, KZN  
4.  Locstat:  20 Gainsborough Drive, Durban North. 
5.  Who to Attend: ex RLI ouens, families, friends, associates and grandkids.  (Child minders are provided by our 
hosts, KZN Region.)  
6.  VIP’s In attendance, Lt. Gen. P.G. Walls and Mrs Walls, the Patron, Lt. Col. R.F Reid Daly. 
7.  Dress Code: Smart- RLIRA Golf Shirt (or ladies RA golf shirt), Grey slacks (or grey skirt) and appropriate 
footwear or Blazers green RLI with Reg.  Association ties and white shirt is encouraged.  ‘Vellies’ are permitted.  Be 
warned - any ‘ouen’ caught wearing socks with ‘vellies’ will be fined one crate of beer. 
8.  Timings:  ‘Men’ to gather for an Ops briefing at 13h00.  Venue to be advised when further ‘hot’ int. is submitted. 
 
Parade to Commence: 15h00B, sharpish. 
 
9.  Cost per person: R 125.00 (children under 12 Free) 
10.  Meals: ‘Nyama’ on spits’.  Three course carvery: catered for by our own RLI men and their ladies.  Cash bar 
available at the sports pavilion. 
11.  Music provided for ‘in house’ by Ian Scott & Scott Wiggill  
12.  Bookings:  Online Booking via the website from Nov 16th  
13.  Note!  Pre-booking online greatly helps the Sunrays’ to prepare sufficient ‘groceries’, tables etc for the day.  All 
the people that pre-book on the web page by the 31 December 2009 will be allocated three free tickets in the raffle 
to be revealed on the day.  (Some serious prizes) 
14.  The QM will have an open store on all kit for ‘late starters’  
15.  Subscriptions for 2010 can also be paid over to the Paymaster on the day. 
16.  Friday 5th February- ‘Prayer Meeting’ Venue and timings TBA. 
 
Originator: SA Branch Committee” 
 
The Seven Watchmen by David Ruppert 
 



 
“Glenn Macaskill writes: 
Hi Hugh,  
Our little company called Crest Publishing which we mainly use to publish our own books 
www.crestpublishing.co.za  - is acting as an agent for David Ruppert, an American author who has just self-
published his first novel The Seven Watchmen.  It can be ordered from us at Crest or directly from David at 
rupedf72@comcast.net  
Kind regards,  
Glenn Macaskill  
Editor BSAP Transvaal Outpost 
 
David Ruppert was born in Washington, D.C. and educated in America and at Oxford University, England. He 
served as a Captain in the United States Marine Corps before continuing his graduate studies and earning a law 
degree.  The Seven Watchmen is Mr. Ruppert's debut novel and was inspired from his interest in history, foreign 
affairs, and the modern politics of southern Africa. Ruppert is married with two children and lives in Arlington, 
Virginia, USA. 
 
The book is set in a time when southern Africa teeters on a precipice.  In Zimbabwe, government-orchestrated 
thugs engage in ethnic cleansing while neighbouring countries and Western powers turn a blind eye. But when a 
Zimbabwean minister is murdered 5000 miles from home, the British and American governments must scramble for 
political cover. Now the question is: who is responsible?  And in Washington, D.C., a retired army general and 
young lawyer discover themselves embroiled in an international conspiracy behind the answer: at the highest levels 
of governments, across the globe, and within an elite secret society known only as The Seven Watchmen.” 
 
Mystery Plane 
“Hi Hugh,  
The photo below was amongst the batch of early 1900's material which I am currently restoring.  The surrounding 
photos on the album page date from 1912 to 1915 and cover Gatooma, Shabani, Selukwe - this particular shot has 
absolutely no information attached to it. 
 
Perhaps one of your Air Force contacts could shed some light on the subject? 
 
Nick Baalbergen email nickbaalbergen@telkomsa.net” 
 

 
 
Spitfires and the Rhodesian Africans’ War Effort 
This was a recent article in an ORAFS newsletter. To register on their mailing list email Eddy Norris at 
orafs11@gmail.com  
 



“Jim Latham, formerly of Mount Darwin, recently raised a query about funds having been provided by Rhodesian 
Africans to assist in the purchase of Spitfires during the Second World War.  It now seems that there may have 
been at least three such purchases: 

1. People from Chief Mangwende's area in Mrewa are said to have raised money for that purpose. 
2.  In the Court Room at the District Commissioner's Office, Concession, Mazoe District, there used to be a 

photograph of a Spitfire, with an inscription stating that it had been purchased by local Africans. 
3. Dennis Connolly and Trevor Hemans recall that Chief Mzimuni Masuku's people of Matshetshe TTL, 

Gwanda District, raised the sum of 25, 000 pounds for purchase of a Spitfire. 
 
Does anyone have any recollections, or evidence, of these purchases?  If so, please email Lewis Walter at 
lewiswalter@xsinet.co.za “ 
 
Important Message to all Zimbabwe Government Pensioners  
“Mr Turville Kille has maintained constant contact with the Director of the Government Pensions Office in Harare, on 
behalf of the Public Service Pensioners' Association.  He has reported that the Director is now seriously hoping to 
be able to pay a pension allowance in US$ to pensioners residing outside the country, whether they formally 
emigrated from Zimbabwe or just left the country.  There will be no back pay because due to hyper-inflation in 
Zimbabwe the value of pensions not paid since 2003 has been wiped out.  This information has been confirmed by 
the British Consul in Harare who discussed the scheme with the Director on 1 October.  However, the Director has 
not yet obtained the necessary approval from the Government. 
 
In order for the Pensions Office to commence paying this allowance (if duly authorised), each pensioner must 
submit three documents: 

• a completed Certificate of Life;  
• a bank instruction form (giving details of the bank account into which the allowance is to be paid);  
• a certified copy of the passport (the page with your photograph) or of your ID. 

 
Copies of the Certificate of Life and the bank instruction form can be obtained from the OSPA office (address 
below).  Send your request by post, fax or email and OSPA will send you the forms.  Then return the completed 
forms, with the certified copy of the passport page or ID, to the OSPA office for forwarding by secure means to the 
Government Pensions Office.  When replying, please attach to the Certificate of Life a note giving: 

• your date of entry into Zimbabwe Government service; 
• your date of retirement from that service; 
• your job title, rank or grade in which Department at time of your retirement. 

 
If you know of any Zimbabwe Government pensioners who are not OSPA members and so will not see this notice, 
please inform them of the situation.  Ask for extra copies of the two forms if you need them. 
 
The Pensions Office Director hopes to be able to start making payments by December and that they would be back 
dated to August. 
 
Requests for the two forms and replies to: 
OSPA (Zimbabwe Pensions) 
138 High Street Tonbridge Kent TN9 1AX Tel: 01732 363836 (Int: +44 1732 363836) Fax: 01732 365070 (Int: +44 
1732 365070) 
Email: mail@ospa.org.uk  
 
Please note: OSPA cannot answer questions about pension entitlement, or related queries. 
 
Mr Frank Taylor will be sending a Newsletter to all members of the Zimbabwe Service Pensioners' Group in Britain, 
with this same information.” 
 
 
Until next time - go well. 
  
Cheers 
Hugh 
 
This newsletter is compiled by Hugh Bomford, Secretary of the Rhodesian Services Association.  
It contains many personal views and comments which may not always be the views of the Association or 
Committee. 
  
If for any reason you would like to be removed from the mailing list, please send an email to 
hbomford@clear.net.nz with the word ‘remove’ in the subject line or body. 


