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Greetings, 
Two of our friends are recovering from heart surgery – John Lomas, the proof reader who makes this newsletter 
fluent and readable; and Percy Purcell who many of you will know locally and from the ANZAC Day parades. We 
wish these two, and all the other people around the world who may be ill, a speedy recovery.  
 
I trust that our Cantabrian subscribers in the Shaky Isles who were stirred from sleep at 4.30am on the 4th 
September did not incur extensive loss or damage. I heard that one family’s Staffy terrier had been agitated for an 
hour or so before the big quake hit and had seen fit to keep the whole household on alert until the quake happened 
at 4.30am. 
 
Last month’s editorial generated a huge number of responses. It was an extremely difficult editorial to write. I 
wanted to explain my views and feelings on our scattered community. After writing it I entrusted John Lomas to 
make amendments. Other than some correction, John did not say or alter anything so I pushed the button and sent 
it out to the 1500 plus addresses and hoped for the best. I did not expect the response that it generated because I 
did not feel that I had expressed myself adequately. It appears that I did and thank you for all your comments and 
feedback. This email embodies the kind of comments that were sent to me: 
"Your latest Contact!  Contact!  makes me even prouder to be a Rhodesian and to have taken part from 1927 to 
1981 in creating that unique country and nation which will never be repeated and which has now been destroyed, 
but for the memories that remain.  I am grateful to be a New Zealander and to have part of my family with me here.  
Keep up the good work of holding us together wherever in the World we may be and, as you say, preserving our 
integrity." 
 
Sponsorship and support is something that I truly value, especially in the current times. During the period that I have 
been involved with this association I have seen many generous deeds. Where possible I try to highlight those 
people and businesses that have supported us and ask you, where possible, to support them whenever you can. 
With the RV imminent it is a time when I contact various people to ask for donations. It is not a task that I enjoy and 
I swallow hard and do what needs to be done because I tell myself that it has to be done and that the end result is 
far reaching. You can help me to feel better about hitting up sponsors if you support them in turn, and when you do, 
please remember to tell them that you noted their support of the Rhodesian Services Association. It is very 
important to look after sponsors and a few words of thanks or reference are all it takes to make them feel that their 
effort was worth while and appreciated. All too often I find that a number of the ‘same old people’ are being asked to 
donate to Rhodesian and Zimbabwean causes and they feel that they are being taken advantage of and it is hard 



for them to say “no”. Please show that the Rhodesian Services Association upholds the old Rhodesian ways – show 
thanks to those who support us. It is all too easy to blame the modern pace of life for forgetfulness – that excuse 
does not wash with me. 
 
Obituaries 
Please Note that the Rhodesian Services Association holds a large Rhodesian flag for use at funerals. Please 
contact me at hbomford@clear.net.nz if required. 
 

 
John Alistair George Fraser known as Duff Fraser by all. 
“Dear Everyone, 
I have to tell you the sad news that my darling Duff died of a stroke yesterday morning (Monday, 6th September, 
2010). This thing struck him at 0200, Saturday, and even though he was attended by a very competent physician, 
we found him a little worse every time we visited him in hospital. 
 
My family and I are devastated, but we can only be thankful Duff did not survive to live in a disabled, brain damaged 
way.  He had always been such an active, quick witted man. He knew we were trying to get through to him, and was 
very frustrated by his inability to communicate. 
 
We will miss him tremendously,  
Affectionately,  
Helen.” 

 
L-R Duff Fraser and Clive Hayes in command of a Staghound Armoured Car in ‘C’ Sqn. Southern Rhodesia 

Armoured Car Regiment circa 1947 
Photo supplied by Brian Hayes (son of Clive Hayes) 

 
This resume below was sent to Brian Hayes by Duff and is a summary of his military career. Duff was also General 
Manager of Bata Shoe Company in Gwelo. 
 
1947 - We started off in C Sqn. Southern Rhodesia Armoured Car Regiment. 
1948 - I was commissioned.  
1956 - Clive Hayes was OC and I was his 2 I/C when we were put into "suspended animation" and C Sqn. became 
B Coy. 2nd Battalion Royal Rhodesia Regiment. 
1959 - We were all called up for the Nyasaland Emergency. Clive Hayes had an infantry company and I was 2 I/C of  
4th Battalion Royal Rhodesia Regiment. We were in for about six weeks or so. We never got to Nyasaland. 
1960 - Clive Hayes was asked to take over B Coy. 2 Bat. Royal Rhodesia Regiment and I came in with him as 2 I/C.  
1960 on - 10th. Battalion Royal Rhodesia Regiment was formed with Clive promoted to Lt. Col. as CO.  I was then 
Major OC HQ Coy. 
1970 - Brian Elvy retired and I took over the 10th Battalion Rhodesia Regiment until 1974. 
 
Charles Tremlett-Johnson ‘Charlie T-J’ lost his battle with cancer on the 9th September 2010 in Warkworth, New 
Zealand. He is survived by his wife Anne. Charlie went to school at Ruzawi and Peterhouse. He farmed at 
Umvukwes before joining the exodus to New Zealand. 
 
 
Off The Radar  



The email addresses of the people listed below have bounced the last communication sent.  If you are in comms 
with them could you ask them to contact me.  

• John Murphy – England 
• Nick Wilson (ex Intake 152) – South Africa  

 
I had a great number of last month’s newsletters bounced from email addresses in South Africa. I also have a 
frustrating time with some spam blockers. Please ensure that these email addresses are clear to receive mail: 
thesecretary@rhodesianservices.org 
theeditor@rhodesianservices.org 
hbomford@clear.net.nz 
 

Please remember to let me know if you are changing your email address. 
 
October RV - Labour Weekend 22nd to 24th October 2010  
 

We Want You At The October RV! 
 

 
 

The bell has rung – so get your tickets booked and paid for immediately if not sooner 
 
 
The October RV is in a few days time (22nd – 24th October) and you would not want to miss it. 
 
Everyone is welcome to attend and spend a great weekend away from it all and to be with like minded people. 
 
Schedule: 
Friday 22nd October from 4.30pm - socialising and movies in the evening at the Garrison Club. There will be an 
excellent graze organised by Colin Logie and we have some excellent 30 minute movie segments to show – some 
Bush War and safari/wild life including Dawn to Dusk by Jonathan Scott. An evening not to be missed. 
 
Saturday 23rd October - there is golf in the morning (Contact Greg O’Carroll on cell 027 268 0374 for details) and 
the RV from 2pm. ‘til late. 
 
Sunday 24th - from 11am is the De-Brief (AGM) - brunch, access to the Classic Flyers Museum and raffle for a total 
of 3 seats on scenic flights to be won 
 
Monday 25th is a Public Holiday. 
 
Please get your ticket money in ASAP:  
Direct deposit to ASB Bank: 
Account name: H & D Bomford 
Account number: 12-3209-0239761-51  
 
or if a cheque post to: 
H & D Bomford 
PO Box 13003 
Tauranga 3141  
 
Ticket price:  
Adults $35  
Under 12 year olds $10.  (Please note if the under 12 wants a lapel pin then add $10) 
 



When you pay please ensure that you tell me who you have paid for - send me an email with the names of everyone 
attending.  In order to save costs this year we will send your ticket out by email and you can collect the rest of your 
goodies on the day. 
 
Child care: 
This year we will be offering a child minder for the duration of the RV on the Saturday.  Depending on response, we 
envisage a cost of $5 per child.  Note that this cost is in addition to the RV fee and will be payable on the day. We 
need to know if you will be using this service – email me please. 
 
Accommodation: 
We do not get involved with accommodation generally but try the Fountain Court Motel 0800 864 468 and mention 
Tony Fraser and the Rhodesian reunion and you may get a discounted rate. 
 
Please contact me with any queries by email hbomford@clear.net.nz  or by cell 027 545 8069 
 

Please Support the following who have donated to the 2010 RV 
 
Businesses: 
30 Degrees South www.30degreessouth.co.za  
Auto Bay Ltd, 90 Birch Avenue, Tauranga directors Andy and Olwen Burness 
Autoworld Papamoa, 1068 Papamoa Beach Road, Papamoa directors Grant and Phillipa Robertson 
David Scobie www.davidscobie.org  
John Edmond and Roan Antelope www.johnedmond.co.za   
Khukuri Imports Ltd www.khukuriimports.co.nz directors Colin Logie, Tony Fraser, Hugh Bomford 
Kowhai Coating Waikato Ltd www.kowhairoofing.co.nz directors John and Sue Snyman 
 
Individuals: 
Bryony Bomford 
Hugh and Diana Bomford 
Mel and Sue Clements 
Danny Hartman 
George Morgan 
David Ruppert 
 
 
Rhodesian Services Association News – Secretary’s Comment 
Membership subscriptions 
The subs for 2010 - 2011 were set at NZ$10. For anyone who is not already financial, your annual subscriptions are 
now due. If you are coming to the RV the subs are built into the attendance fee for convenience. 
 
For overseas members, we can bill you on PayPal or you can pay your subs to our PayPal registered address which 
is thecqstore@rhodesianservices.org or you can send a personal cheque (except for South African residents, as 
our bank will not accept SA cheques, in which case we can make a plan – email me for details). NZ residents email 
me and I will send you the Association bank account details if required alternately - a cheque to Rhodesian Services 
Association, PO Box 13003, Tauranga 3141. 
 
Only those who are financial for 2010/11 will be able to attend the AGM on 24th October 2010, stand for election to 
the committee and have voting rights.  
 
Our subscription is deliberately kept to an affordable amount. The subscriptions are a way to recognise those who 
have voting rights at the AGM. We do not give out membership cards. This would be an unnecessary cost and offer 
no benefit to the holder (as we cannot offer any discounts or access with an ID card). Membership fees are not our 
main source of income. This comes from the CQ Store, the annual auction, donations and other fund raising such 
as the sausage sizzle at the Tauranga Arms and Militaria Fair. However, subscriptions are a welcome addition to 
this income, but unlike some organisations we do not rely on it. In my opinion, by becoming a financial member you 
are demonstrating your support for what the Rhodesian Services Association does and what it means to you. Last 
year we reached around 140 financial members – let’s double or better that number this year. I know times are 
tough, but come on folks – show your support by paying what amounts to two beers or cups of coffee. This 
newsletter goes directly to around 1,500 addresses world wide and is sent on second hand to many more. So if you 
receive this newsletter, your financial support and commitment to the Rhodesian Services Association would be 
very welcome. 
 
Committee 
There are to be some changes to the committee this year. Paul Nes and Colin Logie, who were both part of the 
inaugural committee set up in 2003 are standing down this year. We commend them for their work in helping forge 
this association into what it is today.  
 



John Glynn has been nominated for the President. John was a senior Customs Official in the Federal Government 
and served in all three territories.  His army territorial career commenced with Intake 13 (May 1957) and his 
postings in the Royal Rhodesia Regiment were to the 2nd Batt., 3rd Batt., 7th Reserve Batt., 9th Batt.  and the 
Rhodesia Defence Regiment (Matabeleland).  In civvy life he was employed in the international freight business. 
Chuck Osborne (former Blue Job and MOTH Adjutant) has been nominated for Secretary. Having Chuck take over 
as Secretary will alleviate some of my workload. I am still available to do the CQ Store, Newsletter and maintain the 
website. Grant (Grunter) Robertson, Tony and Leila Griffits are new nominations for the committee. Grunter as you 
know, writes the ‘Sports Column’ for Contact! Contact!. Tony and Leila have, for a long time, been involved with 
the RV, museum and other aspects of the Association. They are also actively involved on various committees with 
the Mount Maunganui Cosmopolitan Club. 
 
We welcome any other nominations for the committee.  If you or someone you wish to nominate wants to be part of 
the committee, please get your nominations in ASAP.  The committee is currently spread from one end of New 
Zealand to the other and so we operate mainly by email.  Therefore, there is no barrier to committee members 
being resident outside New Zealand.  Commitment to the cause, a little time and dedication is what is required. 
 
My original position as Secretary, which then became a number of different roles, has been broken down into 
various sections - Quartermaster, Webmaster and Editor.  It is important for our future that other people come into 
these roles.  I have written a job description for each of these and if anyone thinks they have the time and 
dedication to apply to the job, then I am more than happy to show them the ropes.  Webmaster is a job that I am 
sure there is some capable person out there who can take it over. 
 
Rhodesian Services Association Museum News 
The painting of the models has begun. We have been delaying the painting so that it could be done in a big batch. 
All the fixed wing planes that we were able to source have been constructed by Chuck Osborne and family. There 
remains the Eland 60 and choppers to complete. We hope that we will have the completed planes in situ at the 
Classic Flyers Museum by the RV. The full display will take a bit longer to complete. We still need someone to 
construct the revetments. Any modellers are welcome to apply for the job! 
 

 
Anthony Brodie of A2Z Imaging carefully matching paint colours. 

 
The modelling project has been quite drawn out, from sourcing the models, building them and now painting. We 
have had help and donations from all around the world for which we are most grateful. To remind you, each of the 
models in this display has been sponsored by the following people: 

• Hunter FGA9 – kit donated by David Merret 
• Vampire T11 - Jelley family 
• Canberra B2 - Jelley family 
• Cessna 337 Lynx - Gavin Baker 
• Alouette K Car - Bryony Bomford 
• Alouette G Car - Books of Zimbabwe Online 
• Bell 205 Cheetah - Kevin Graham 
• C47 Para Dak - Chuck Osborne 
• SAI Marchetti SP260 M ‘Warrior’ (armed version of the ‘Genett’) Peter Talbot-King 
• Eland 60 - Peter Talbot-King 
• RhAF Landrover – donated fully constructed and painted by Paul Napier 

 
In addition to the above sponsors, the Osborne family have done a huge amount of work. We are also grateful to 
A2Z Imaging www.a2zimaging.co.nz who have supported us with this, and many other projects. 
 
Peter van Hoffen Calendar  



One of our Auckland members, Ted Preston, lent me a calendar that his good friend Peter van Hoffen published in 
1980. Peter died many years ago and his widow Myfanwy (who was in the BSAP A Reserve) lives in Auckland, New 
Zealand. Peter was an engineer by profession and also a very talented water-colour artist, specialising in 
landscapes.  During his spare time whilst on call-ups with the Police Reserve, Peter painted a number of scenes 
which he incorporated in a calendar.  Published in 1980 and coinciding with Independence, the timing was obviously 
inopportune and sales were not good. 
 
Over the next few months we will include Peter’s illustrations in Contact! Contact!  Our thanks to Ted and 
Myfanwy. 
 

 
Rhino Armoured Vehicle 

 
 
Lieutenant Lionel Geach 
Steve Geach who won the Bronze Cross of Rhodesia and whose citation we published some years ago had an 
uncle, Lionel Geach, who was one of only a very few Rhodesians to have received an American award for bravery 
in WWII - the Silver Star.  Record of his award was in 'The War History of Southern Rhodesia 1939-45', but there 
was little else.  Steve has managed to dig up some additional information which is set out below. 
 
Lionel Geach was presented with the medal at King George VI Barracks by Lieutenant Colonel W.  Little who was 
the military attaché to the United States Consul in Pretoria.  There were two recipients presented with medals that 
day.  The other man was Doctor John Edgar Keyston who was awarded the Medal of Freedom with Bronze Palm. 
 
The parade consisted of two platoons of the Southern Rhodesian Staff Corps, two platoons of the Rhodesian 
African Rifles and was headed by the RAR band. 
 
The parade was inspected by Colonel Little who was accompanied by Sir Ernest Guest, Minister of Defence, and 
Colonel S. Garlake, the Commander of Military Forces. Lieutenant F.S Fitzgerald read out the citations. 
 



 
Lt. Lionel Geach receives the Silver Star from Lt. Col. W. Little 

 
Lionel Geach had been promoted to Lieutenant when he received his award. His citation reads: 
“Lionel R. Geach, 6857970, a sergeant 1st Battalion, Durham Light Infantry, British Army, for gallantry in action near 
Pascolene, Italy, on April 16th, 1945.  
 
As a platoon sergeant in the Durham Light Infantry, Sergeant Geach, leading his men on an assault on a heavily 
defended enemy position, was suddenly confronted by intense machine-gun fire which halted any further advance. 
Leaving his men in a position of safety he went forward and in the face of devastating enemy fire, calmly engaged 
the machine gunners with rifle fire, and then signalling his section to join him, he charged the position and at 
bayonet point killed three, wounded three and captured eighteen of the enemy. Throughout this action Sgt. Geach 
by his outstanding bravery and leadership not only was an inspiration to his men, but, by his example and 
determination captured an enemy platoon position thereby making possible the advance of his entire unit.  He 
entered service from Salisbury, Southern Rhodesia." 
 
An officer of the staff of the attaché told a representative of the Rhodesia Herald that there were only two awards for 
gallantry in action higher than the Silver Star - The Congressional Medal of Honour and The Distinguished Service 
Cross.  The Silver Star is rarely awarded to non-commissioned officers of other armed forces. 
 
Old Rhodesian Days 
This piece is more in the style what you would expect in Stompie’s column. I was lent a book titled ‘Old Rhodesian 
Days’ by Hugh Marshall Hole which was published as a reprint of the original book written in 1928 by Books of 
Rhodesia in 1976. The author was born in England in 1865 but spent most of his life in Rhodesia. Hole was a clerk 
in Cecil Rhodes’ office and then private secretary to Dr. Leander Starr Jameson until he was appointed Civil 
Commissioner of Salisbury in 1893. He saw service in the South African War and the First World War. He died in 
1941 aged seventy six. 
 
I was amused when I read this part which I have reproduced below. My thoughts immediately ran to our friends the 
Grey’s Scouts, sometimes (uncharitably they will claim) referred to as ‘Donkey Wallopers’. I trust that the reader will 
also share my sense of humour. With regards to the ‘physic ball’ referred to in the story, John Lomas informed me 
that physic balls (also known as boluses) were a quite common way of getting medications into both animals and 
humans (but not quite like the trooper in the story!) during the nineteenth and the early part of the twentieth century. 
As the name suggests, a ball of compounds was made up and shoved down the patients throat. John said that the 
‘pistol’ sounds quite ingenious and that he hadn’t heard of that before, and presumed it was rather like a drench 
gun. 
 
In 1891 Cecil Rhodes was travelling in Rhodesia. The British South Africa Company funds were running low and 
there were question marks over the policing of the territory and protection of the pioneers. Dr. Jameson, who had 
lived amongst the Matabele, was sure that King Lobengula was anxious to avoid war as long as the settlers stayed 
out of Matabeleland. The commissioned ranks of the British South Africa Police were filled by officers seconded 
from the regular army and militia whose chief aim was to keep the men in a high state of military efficiency with 
regular drill and training exercises. Jameson was of a view that the men of the BSAP could be used for other civil 
duties such as driving post carts and assisting surveyors in order to make best use of company funds. Jameson 



would actually have liked to save costs by disbanding the police force and relying on calling up able bodied citizens 
if the need arose. As a compromise it was arranged to raise a force of volunteers at Salisbury and Victoria and 
reduce the police force from 650 to 150 of all ranks. With the benefit of hindsight and knowledge of the disastrous 
result of the Jameson Raid, which essentially sparked the fire that became the Second Boer War, we can 
appreciate why doctors are best left in charge of nurses (or is it vice versa? – no offence to all medics and nurses 
reading this but I could not resist making the comment!). You will note a few names of people prominent in the 
forging of Rhodesian history in this piece. One name seemingly has a New Zealand connection, ‘Maori’ Browne. 
From previous research that we have done it seems that he was called ‘Maori’ on account that he had taken part in 
the Maori Wars in New Zealand. This is where we take up the story…….. 
 
“There was a good deal of amusement about the formation of the ‘Mashonaland Horse’ – for nothing less than a 
mounted force would have attracted volunteers. A number of meetings were held in a new brick hotel which had just 
been built in Salisbury, and a good deal of whiskey was consumed at Jameson’s expense. Whiskey was so 
expensive and difficult to obtain that the temptation of free drinks was an unfailing lure. By this means, and by the 
promise of horses, Jameson succeeded before Christmas by enrolling several hundred men in his harum-scarum 
regiment, including a number of disbanded policemen. The authorities at the Colonial Office were consulted only 
when the arrangements had been completed. They were rather taken aback, but were loath to object too strongly 
for fear of furnishing the Company with pretext for claiming Imperial protection at the expense of the British 
Exchequer. It was another case of successful bluff on the part of the Doctor. 
 
The Mashonaland Horse was at first little more than a paper regiment. Everyone wanted to be an officer, or at least 
a sergeant, and those who did not obtain distinction of this sort were not very zealous in attending musters. At one 
of the first parades there were present the commanding officer (Major Forbes), the adjutant (Major ‘Maori’ Browne), 
a sprinkling of captains and lieutenants, quite a considerable body of quartermaster-sergeants, provost-sergeants, 
paymaster sergeants, bombardiers (we had an artillery section), farriers, and so on – and one trooper, who 
happened to be the present writer. Eventually some remounts were brought up from the south and the movement 
became popular. The horses were handed over to those volunteers who would undertake to feed and look after 
them, but most of them were in very low condition after the long journey from Cape Colony and our Farrier-Major, 
Wignall, had his work cut out to get them fit for duty. He possessed no instruments and very few medicines but he 
was not lacking in resource. Once a week the volunteers were required to bring their horses to him for inspection, 
and one morning he decided that a particular animal required a physic ball. He had no balling-pistol, but produced a 
length of india-rubber tubing and a ball, and instructed the man how to perform the operation. “You grasp the 
horse’s tongue,” he explained, “and pull it out on the off side of its lower jaw. Then put the ball in the tube and insert 
one end as far back as possible in the pharynx. Put the other end in your own mouth and blow hard. Do you 
understand?” The trooper said he thought he did, and went off. A day or two later he turned up again with his horse, 
which did not seem to have derived much benefit from the treatment, while this time the man himself looked 
exceedingly unwell. “Did you carry out my instructions?” said Wignall. “Well I did my best,” was the reply. “I got the 
tube down the horse’s throat all right, but the silly beggar blew first!” 
 
As soon as the remounts were fit, Major Forbes gave orders for a general inspection parade on the racecourse, at 
which Jameson consented to take the salute. The majority of the volunteers were thoroughly at home in the saddle, 
but there were two or three whose performances were a sore trial to the patience of the Commanding Officer and 
Adjutant. We went through the usual advance in review order – first at the walk and finally at the canter, which 
proved rather an undignified stampede. When the dust cleared away, one unlucky trooper was discovered sitting on 
the ground, well in rear of the line, ruefully watching his mount which was careering back to the stables. The 
adjutant galloped up and addressed him. “What the …. do you propose to do now, you …..little image?” he shouted. 
The dismounted one picked himself up and saluted. “I propose to resign, sir,” he meekly answered. 
 
However, the Mashonaland Horse was still a live body when the trouble arose at Victoria which eventually led to the 
Matabele War, and as soon as there was a prospect of active service all ranks strove ardently to make themselves 
efficient.” 
 
Rhodesian Roll of Honour – Combined Forces 1966 – 1981  
This project is to compile a more detailed Roll of Honour than is currently available covering the period 1966–1981 
for all branches of the services.  As reported last month - it is a work in progress by a number of dedicated 
Rhodesians led by Adrian Haggett and Gerry van Tonder. You are welcome to view the document, ask questions 
and contribute information of any sort to help to keep building upon the accuracy of this record. Legible pictures of 
head stones, Rolls of Honour etc are of particular help in addition to the input from friends, family and loved ones. 
 
A number of people have submitted some valuable information to the researchers as a result of last month’s report 
in Contact! Contact!. The roll can be viewed from a link on our Memorial page at 
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/Memorial.htm  It is updated on a monthly basis, so we recommend that you keep 
reviewing the page.  
 
This roll is not a commercial venture, it is being done to preserve accurate records for the future and everyone is 
invited to participate. 
 



If anyone can assist with information about Dave Cordell and the circumstances of his death please email the 
researches directly – details below. It is believed that he was in the Intelligence Corps 
 
Contact details: 
Adrian Haggett adrian@skiphire.co.bw  
Gerry van Tonder g.van-tonder@sky.com  
 
Regimental Rumours by ‘Stompie’ 
Hello troopers 
Here is the latest letter that I have recovered from the correspondence between our pioneering duo for your 
enjoyment. 
 
 

c/o C.J. Rhodes' Offices  
BSA Co. Post  
Fort Belingwe 

 
 
27th April 1893  
 
The Hon. Clarence Willoughby-Scorn, Bart.,  
Gena Wena Hostelry  
Ankle Dawn  
Charter  
District Mashonaland Territory.  
 
 
Toss old boy,  
My grateful thanks for your letter last month from Ankle Dawn and your intriguing account of the goings-on there. I 
have to say that after my unfortunate incident with Selous et al I needed the comfort of contact with someone of my 
own station so your letter was well received, despite your tribulations. I confess that I have become fairly 
philosophical of late about our place in Africa and have come to the conclusion that as sporting gentlemen such 
difficulties are the price we must pay when exposing our fellow pioneers and the populace at large to our manners 
and good breeding. Confound Kipling! - does he always have to assume the worst when he loses to a gentleman?  
 
Having read of your treatment I had a good mind to correspond with my mother's third cousin who is an influential 
member of Kipling's own club in London and we might have been able, with the aid of a well-placed rumour or two, 
to get him black-balled. Unfortunately this is more difficult than it seems as I owe that gentleman himself a not 
insignificant sum and the last I heard he was seeking my address with sinister intentions. 
 
I am relieved to have heard, through the dispatch rider who arrived at this camp two weeks ago, that you were in 
fact able to secure a loan from that scoundrel Naidoo and so stave off the menacing intentions of the offended 
Sabuku. More importantly, who should have arrived here with the dispatch rider but that nuisance and erstwhile 
hapless travelling companion of yours, Freddy de la Douche, with his head clearly still on his neck: an unfortunate 
state of affairs. He has obviously fled the field leaving you yet again to clean the stable, so to speak, having left you 
in haste without luggage. The cad had no sooner dismounted than he sought me out, claiming to be a close friend 
of yours and in the same breath seeking to borrow money, accommodation and clothes in that order.  
 
Of course a gentleman must oblige and I acted accordingly, lending him a cot with two broken legs, some 
Portuguese doubloons of questionable authenticity and a fez and robes allegedly once worn by the head eunuch at 
his Excellency the Egyptian Pasha's residence in Cairo. This addition to our entourage was most disconcerting, 
since it has taken considerable diplomacy and much eliciting of sympathy on my part to overcome the social 
disadvantage of the recent hunting incident involving de Klerk and myself and Melina Rorke, who has at least been 
appraised of the reason for our temporary lack of breeches at the time. 
 
More appalling has been the development that in the interim a woman arrived from England via the Cape, having 
been escorted by a swarthy and suspicious Portugee by the name,  -invented, I suspect - of Lorenzo Marques, 
accompanied by a merchant of sorts with the unusual name of Bunny Chow who, from his appearance, must be 
related to Baboo Naidoo. This woman - I cannot reasonably apply the term 'lady' - claims to be a close friend of a 
dear lady friend of mine, who has provided the most appalling account of a trip to the Cape during which she had 
the misfortune of sharing a cabin with this wench. The newly arrived woman calls herself Vicky Trollip and aptly 
named she is too. Tattooed like a Bosun's forearm, she uses language to shame a Farrier Sergeant and consumes 
whisky like water, also frequently losing her way at night among the troopers' tents, it seems.  The three of them do 
not engender any trust whatever, so I took the precaution of getting de Klerk to keep an eye on them all and this has 
paid dividends. 
 
During our evening drams and discussions of late - my table being patronized by none other than Alfred Beit - it 
became apparent that Beit and Cecil have indeed struck it lucky once again at a place called Kimberley. He has 



produced some fine diamond samples which he showed us, and rather carelessly I thought, reposed them in his 
jacket pocket in a small muslin bag. This happened of a few evenings and I must confess that on occasion I caught 
a glimpse of those two scoundrels Lorenzo and Bunny Chow lurking at the edge of the firelight just about the time 
that Alfred, in his cups, would brandish the stones to those assembled for dinner. This was enough for me to set the 
wily de Klerk to watching those two ne'er do well's, though truly none of us could have foreseen the events that 
followed. 
 
One morning, with considerable braggadocio, Lorenzo and Bunny Chow announced that they were going to honour 
the new cultural nature of the camp by producing some national dishes from their own countries for the day's lunch. 
Predictably in the former's case it was to be a piri-piri dish of scrawny fowls and the latter a curry. Neither of these 
dishes appeals to my delicate English taste, which runs to more sophisticated fare, so I was determined to pass up 
the repast in preference to having to throw it up at a later stage. Unfortunately, no amount of warnings, would 
dissuade Alfred's attendance, with his interest in foreign cooking.  
 
Those who did take up the invitation of the meal were standing around the camp fire, and together with the cast-iron 
pots brewing meat and spices along with the host cooks, Lorenzo and Bunny Chow, and with Freddy prancing 
around as a Maître D', as a casual observer I was reminded of the witches scene from Hamlet. Trooper de Klerk, 
never able to resist a free feed, went along and used this opportunity to follow my orders for once. I will not dwell on 
the unfortunate effects that a ‘well hung’ curried goat will have on the human body, suffice to say that a considerable 
increase in visits to the camp latrines by those partaking of this repast commenced about two hours after 
consumption.  
 
Later in the afternoon, a fearful shriek followed by slurred shouting caused me to rush to none other than Alfred the 
Beit's tent – “what?” said I, to which Alfred answered in a single expletive-laden sentence to the effect that his 
precious diamonds had been stolen while he was sleeping and trying to recover from the curry's effects on his 
ravaged stomach. A thorough search of the camp followed, to no avail and watched somewhat amusedly by Bunny 
Chow and Lorenzo and that vile creature, Victoria Trollip, with of course Freddy at hand. The search was 
abandoned at sunset and an uneasy quiet descended on the camp. 
 
As luck would have it, there was a full moon that night and de Klerk, by now also suffering the unsurprising ill effects 
of the eastern cooking he had consumed, staggered in great haste to the communal pit latrine area. This was 
located at a distance from the camp, behind some trees, consisting of a discreet thatched edifice for the gentry and 
separately an open trench with some strategically placed logs across it for use by the rank and file - wagoneers, 
hostlers and so forth. Not needing a light because of the moon, de Klerk came upon a most surprising sight. An 
intricate system of ropes with a bosun's chair of sorts attached to it had been clandestinely erected between some 
of the trees overlooking the open latrine. It was designed to allow access from above with none of the dangers of 
sliding down a bank into the vile contents of the trench. This contraption contained none other than Freddy and 
Victoria who were being carefully lowered by Lorenzo into the mouth of the unsavoury trench and even from where 
he was, de Klerk could see the small muslin bag hanging under the overhang of the trench, with Freddy's scrawny 
arm reaching for it.  
 
For what must have been the first time in his life, thought immediately galvanized de Klerk into action. Shouldering 
aside the pulley-controlling Lorenzo - who slid into the cesspit with a despairing cry of "filho de… something or 
other" – de Klerk slashed the nearest anchor rope with a carving knife he had liberated from the Mount Nelson Hotel 
some years previously and insists on carrying at all times. As luck would have it, the entire bosun's chair, complete 
with screeching occupants, then plummeted into the mire. I can tell you, old boy, their voices stilled immediately 
when they realized what they were likely to ingest by further shouting. De Klerk, deftly used an abandoned polo 
mallet to scoop up the muslin pouch - containing Beit's diamonds which had been stashed there.  
 
After taking the precaution of lightening its weight by a few carats, de Klerk brought it triumphantly to me to present 
to the great man himself. Beit, so pleased to receive his stones back, did not even comment on the slight loss 
inflicted by de Klerk and even gave me some stones in gratitude.  (I simply did not have the heart to mention the 
customary 15 per cent commission I had already deducted as that would have appeared un-gentlemanly).  
 
The commotion had alerted the entire camp and it was soon apparent that the scheme dreamt up by Freddy and his 
cronies had now become a disaster. They were rescued with some hilarity and driven out of camp by the assembled 
loyal herdsmen, using long poles for reasons of hygiene, the party's foul-smelling condition rendering them social 
outcasts. All their pleading fell on deaf ears and the last I saw of Freddy, Victoria and co was the sight of them 
stumbling dejectedly down a donga. Unfortunately, no-one had warned them that it also sheltered a number of the 
hyenas which plagued our camp at night.  
 
That evening there was an uncommon amount of screeching and cackling, the hyenas' own sounds tending to 
drown out those of Freddy, Victoria, Lorenzo and B. Chow.  The sound of snapping bones was preceded by some 
very unbecoming language from Freddy in his high-pitched voice, the Trollip woman's banshee screaming and a 
rather feeble rendition of the Portuguese national anthem by Lorenzo, which sounded as if he didn't really know the 
words anyway. 
 



I leave you being well content, with Alfred in my debt and a bit more dinero in the old wallet.  A few chota pegs and I 
will sleep like a lamb. 
 
Heartiest salaams. 
Yours aye,  
Tugger 
 
 
Until next time be good, or if you can’t – don’t get caught, 
 

 
 
 
Grunter’s Good Oil 
Greetings everyone, 
This month I need to start off with an apology. In last month’s column I got Don Scott’s name wrong and I called him 
Dave. My sincere apologies Don. (Editor’s Note – and mine too Don) 
 
For those of you that read or heard the tribute from Pat Armstrong at Colonel Ron Reid-Daly's funeral, you may 
recall the reference to Ron’s love of rugby. I quote "Ron was a highly respected rugby player who played rugby at 
Provincial level. He was even more respected as a coach. He instilled in his players, the need to do the opposite of 
what the opponents expected, he was a master of deception and encouraged running rugby in favour of the kicking 
game. The flair for the unorthodox or unexpected that Ron promoted in rugby was also the cornerstone of his 
military tactical thinking, which was one of the secrets of Ron's operational success in the Selous Scouts.  Ian 
MacIntosh, coach of Rhodesia, the Sharks and later the Springboks and a current Springbok selector - told me if it 
wasn't for Ron's military commitments, he may have been appointed Coach of Rhodesia in preference to Ian Mac. 
Coincidently I saw Mac at the Johannesburg airport on my way here and he confirmed his previous message about 
Ron's coaching ability and the fact that he played on the flank with Ron when Ron was 8th man for the Midlands 
province." 
 
That is high praise indeed and speaking to my Dad the other day, who is in constant contact with Ian Mac in 
Durban, Mac spoke about this incident and his coaching ability with the RLI and Forces teams. Who knows what 
might have happened if things had been different. Mac was always destined to be a coach as a horrendous knee 
injury curtailed a promising rugby career which is why he turned to coaching at a comparatively young age in those 
days.  
 
Talking of coaching the RLI and Forces teams - who remembers those curtain raisers to Rhodesian games at the 
Police grounds? I remember as a youngster, sitting on the touchline watching them with awe. I remember the 
Rhodesian Under 20 teams against South African provincial Under 20's. What the SA teams had in skill the 
Rhodesian teams matched with unbridled passion. Young guys with short hair, probably freshly back from the bush 
just flew into them at the kick off.  I have goose bumps just writing about it and I bet those SA provinces hated 
coming up to Salisbury or Bulawayo!!  Before the Under 20 games and the main game there was a whole day of 
schoolboy rugby as good as you could get anywhere in the world. I am sure we all have these great memories of a 
day’s rugby at Police Grounds or Hartsfield. You sure got good entertainment for your money. 
 
On the home front at last we have experienced a bit of warm weather after a very wet winter.  The RV is on here in 
October and I urge anyone who is able to come down or up for a thoroughly enjoyable get together with old mates, 
beers and good food. You won’t regret it. 
 
Send us your thoughts and stories to fourstreams@clear.net.nz  
 
Till next month go well. 
Regards, 
Grunter 
 
What’s On In New Zealand? 
 



AUCKLAND 
If you reside in the Auckland area please email Wolf and Alison Hucke at whucke@slingshot.co.nz for more details 
of the monthly social meetings in 2010. Generally these are on the third Saturday of the month either at the 
Hobsonville RSA or the Massey Archery Club, Redhills Road, Massey. All are most welcome.  
There is no social meeting in October and everyone is I urged to attend the RV in Tauranga at Labour Weekend. 
 
In November we have two meetings of note: 

1. We have arranged with the Hobsonville RSA for them to be open at 1100 hours on the 11th of the 11th 
November for Remembrance Day and Rhodesia Day 

2. On the 13th November we are having a Barn Party at the Hucke residence at 875 Waitakere Road. It will 
start at 6pm.  Bring your own drinks, meat for the braai and a salad or dessert to share with everyone else. 
This is open to all families and friends and will be held in the barn behind the house. Directions - Take the 
3rd driveway, over the cattle stop, past the ‘Country Lane’ sign heading West. RSVP by the 7th November 
please. Alison will have her Art Studio open for those who may wish to purchase any of her arts and crafts – 
paintings, prints, cards, kitchen fresheners, homemade jams etc. 

 
TAURANGA 
The Garrison Club run by the 6th Battalion (Hauraki) Group Regimental Association, is open every Friday from 16:00 
hrs and welcomes visitors. ‘Graze and Movie Evenings’ are held on the 2nd Friday of every month with proceeds 
being donated to the Hauraki Museum. Email me at hbomford@clear.net.nz to get on that mailing list to see what is 
on and notification of any changes.  
 
HAMILTON 
Hamiltonians - please contact Tinka Mushett mushett@slingshot.co.nz for details of socials being held in your area. 
 
 
CQ Store visit www.rhodesianservices.org/The%20Shop.htm to see what is in store for 
you 
Please give our CQ Store consideration when buying a present for friends or family. Above is the web page link and 
below is a list of our stock.  
 
Hand Painted Key Rings 
George Morgan has kindly donated a number of hand painted penny and half penny key rings to us, as pictured 
below with the Rhodesia Regiment colours on one side and the Rhodesian Green and White on the other. They are 
NZ$5 each plus postage. 

 

   
Rugby Jerseys 
We have had a run on these which has left us out of stock in some sizes – mainly in large. We have plenty of long 
and short sleeve in other sizes and welcome your order. New stock will be in at the beginning of November.  
 
Remember our jerseys are authentic in all aspects – our stripes are the right size and the embroidery is a replica of 
the original. Our short sleeve jerseys are made in the factory and are not sent away to be cut off. Price NZ$125 plus 
postage. 



 
Rhodesian Flag Lapel Pins 
You are not dressed properly unless you have a Rhodesian Flag on your lapel. Price NZ$10 plus postage. 
 

 
 
Unit Bumper Stickers 
Dudley Wall has once again thrown his talents and invaluable support into our latest project. We are very grateful to 
Dudley.  
 
Production of the stickers is almost complete at the time of release of this newsletter. As soon as we have stock 
available we will post pictures and price details on the CQ Store page. The individual stickers cover various units, 
some in two versions i.e. Rhodesia Regiment and RLI. They are approximately 150mm high. They are printed on 
vinyl using high quality ink that is guaranteed for at least five years. These are images of what we will soon have 
available: 
 

 
 
 
 

Sample of CQ Store Inventory 
 

ITEMS EXCLUDING POSTAGE PRICE in NZ$ 
4RR Hackles $17.50 
‘Bumper’ Stickers, Rhodesia/NZ or Australia flags; Rhodesian flag; 
Rhodesian Services Assn Lion & Tusk 

$3 each or 2 for 
$5 

Business Card Holder – stainless steel with Lion & Tusk engraved $20 
Berets $50 
Cuff link & tie pin boxed set $55 
Lapel pin -  Para Wings – gold plate or Enamel $15 
Lapel Pin – Rhodesian Flag $10 
Lion & Tusk Aprons $30 
Lion & Tusk or Rhodesian Coat of Arms Baseball Caps $25 
Lion & Tusk or Rhodesian Coat of Arms Beanies green or black $22 
Lion & Tusk Dog Tags $30 
Lion & Tusk or Rhodesian Coat of Arms Polar Fleece jackets – long 
sleeved in green, black, navy  $65 
Lion & Tusk or Rhodesian Coat of Arms Polo shirts - black or green $38 
Lion & Tusk or Rhodesian Coat of Arms T-shirts - black or green $30 
Lion & Tusk Women’s v-neck stretch shirts - black $30 
Medal Ribbon Devices – MFC, Commissioner’s Commendation, 
bars etc. $30 
Name badge – resin coated $15 



Number plate surrounds – 4 styles to choose from $12 
Pocket Insert Medal Holder $15 
Poster “Be a man among men” $25 
Poster “Rhodesian Bush War” $30 
Poster – Rhodesian Map accurate as at Oct. 1977 $60 
Poster “Terrorism Stops Here!” 2 in series $50 ea 
Regimental Cap Badges – RLI, Intaf, RAR, RDR, BSAP, Grey’s 
Scouts, RRR, RR, Service Corps, Staff Corps, RWS, DRR and more 

Priced from $20 – 
inquire for details 

Regimental ties – Rhodesian Light Infantry $40 
Regimental ties – Rhodesia Regiment $45 
Regimental ties – Rhodesian African Rifles $40 
Regimental ties – SAS (badged SAS only) $55 
Rhodesian General Service Medal copy (silver plate bronze) full size 
medal with ribbon $100 
Rhodesian General Service Medal full size copy (solid silver) with 
ribbon $125 
Rhodesian General Service Medal ribbon – full size $10/length 
Rhodesian General Service Medal miniature (solid silver) with ribbon $40 
Rhodesian General Service Medal ribbon - miniature $10/length 
Rhodesian Medal for Territorial or Reserve Service full size copy 
(solid silver & gold) with ribbon $150 
Rhodesian Police Long Service Medal full size copy (solid silver) with 
ribbon $160 
Southern Rhodesia War Service Medal full size copy (solid silver) 
with ribbon $150 
Rhodesian Flag 3’ x 5’ (900mm x 1500mm) ready to fly $40 
Rhodesian Flag, embroidered 110mm x 50mm $20 
Rhodesian replica rugby jerseys – short or long sleeve $125 
Unofficial Rhodesian Combat Infantry Badge full size $22.50 
Unofficial Rhodesian Combat Infantry Badge miniature $15 
Various medal ribbons – please inquire POA 
Various full size & miniature medals – please inquire POA 
Various small embroidered badges (RLI & BSAP) $5 
Zimbabwe Independence Medal copy - full size with ribbon $50 
Zimbabwe Independence Medal full size ribbon $10/length 
Zimbabwe Independence Medal miniature with ribbon $35 
Zimbabwe Independence Medal miniature ribbon $10/length 
‘Zippo’ type lighter – “Rhodesia 1890 – 1980” with Lion & Tusk $25 

 
 
Books for Africa 
I again remind you that all the books and audio visual disks that I stock and sell are listed at 
www.rhodesianservices.org/Books.htm  These sales are my own hobby and income from sales is directed to me 
and not the Rhodesian Services Association.  However, the Association does benefit indirectly from these sales. A 
great selection of books, many with a Rhodesian connection, can be found on the link above. 
 
Coming soon: 
Tale Gunner - The Lighter Side of South African Military Life by A.J.  Brooks 
 
NZ$40 plus postage - Paperback, 320 pages, 198mm x 130mm with 30 cartoons and sketches. 
 
Nothing quite beats that rawness of military humour as you will know from reading this newsletter. It’s the same the 
world over. This hilarious collection of South African military anecdotes will - for the less sensitive reader - have you 
doubled up with mirth. Here’s a taster and a rudimentary understanding of Afrikaans is all that is required to get the 
gist …  
“…If that is what it feels like to be blown to smithereens, then it’s not too bad.  The noise of the explosion was 
horrendous and I lay on my back and gazed at my shredded shirt. When will the pain start? I thought, or will I die 
before that? I think I’d prefer to die than have the agony. I wiped my stomach and expected see copious quantities 
of blood. There was none, so I sat up. Van was already sitting. He too studied his body for mortal wounds and found 
none. We looked at each other and grinned. It was so silly. But where was Samil Venter? We stood and began 
dusting ourselves off as a groan caught my attention. Then we saw him: Sergeant-Major Venter was stalking around 
clutching his one hand. His thumb had been blown clean off, but so too had his trousers and underpants. His shirt 
was shredded and bits of material that used to be his combat pants hung from his webbing belt. Then there were his 



bare, long sinewy legs and finally his boots. The tops of his socks were also gone. He looked up at me, his face full 
of anguish, his teeth AWOL. His mouth was once again a maw: “Brookth, jou p..th!  Kom hier!” I went to him 
immediately.  “Yes, sergeant-major,” I stammered. “Ith my jewels nog daar?  Ith my fo..en jewels nog daar?” I lifted 
my hand and felt, probably the way a doctor does when he asks you to cough. His genitalia were burnt black as 
were his inner thighs, also his leg hairs, but his precious jewels were there, intact. I smiled up at him. “Hulle is a 
betjie gebrand, sa’majoor, maar hulle is nog daar,” “Okay, then, get out of my sight, jou p..th,” he said quietly. I was 
hurt. We have this … this moment … and he tells me to get lost!” 
 
AJ Brooks matriculated, surprisingly, in 1978 and was called up in 1979 to 14th Field Regiment in Potchefstroom for 
his two years compulsory national service. He was transferred to the School of Artillery where he became an 
instructor as he felt he’d rather shout at people than be shouted at. It was here that his interest in guns and vintage 
artillery pieces was nurtured. He later served with 7th Medium Regiment for his first Citizen Force, or territorial, 
duties.  In 1993 AJ was transferred to the Transvaal Horse Artillery where he was promoted to the rank of warrant 
officer and BSM of 9th Battery. Further tours of duty to the Army Battle School and Potchefstroom ensued before his 
resignation in 2003. His first book, The Border, was published in 2007 and is being made into a major feature film. 
 
“Recce” A Collector’s Guide to the History of the South African Special Forces by P. Matthysen, M. 
Kalkwarf, M. Huxtable  
 
NZ$145 plus postage – Hardback, 320 pages, 297mm x 220mm with 2,500 colour images, maps 
 
The quintessential professional - prepared to die for his country, but not trained to … this is the elite ‘Recce’ soldier. 
 
This book has been some 15 years in the making and can claim, with some justification, to be the definitive 
publication on the ‘Recces’, unlikely to be topped for many, many years. The South African Special Forces have 
invariably been portrayed as a sinister force, used in covert operations locally and abroad but this is pure political 
expediency and media propaganda. The unit’s operators are shy, humble soldiers, whose primary role is 
intelligence-gathering, although they will take offensive action, ruthlessly, if necessary. Highly trained professionals 
in a class of their own, these elite troops have garnered for themselves an international reputation par excellence.  
Included in this unique book are: 

• Foreword by the late Major-General F. W. Loots 
• A comprehensive history of the Reconnaissance Regiments and auxiliary units 
• Selection and training processes and techniques 
• Insignia, kit & equipment 
• Honours and awards 
• Memorabilia, memorials and museums 
• 2,500 full-colour images; actual-size insignia (including fakes) 

 
Paul Matthysen - Very early in life Paul developed a passion for all things military. He started collecting militaria in 
1963, specialising in World War II German militaria, for which he has won several awards at displays. While in the 
employ of a well known numismatist, he was consulted on uniforms and insignia by film companies and advertising 
agencies. Paul ended his military career in 1977 as an infantry platoon sergeant serving in 102 Counter-Insurgency 
Battalion on the border, for which he was awarded the Pro Patria Medal. Paul has been researching South African 
Special Forces since 1991. This current work on South African Special Forces will form part of a series dealing with 
the badges and insignia of South African military units. 
Matthew Kalkwarf - A qualified instructor NCO at the Army Gymnasium, Matthew later served with 2 South West 
African Specialist Unit. He retained his interest in the military after completing his service. His extensive sales 
experience has equipped him well to assist in this project, where interpersonal skills are vital for research and 
interviews; his technical intelligence has also proved invaluable during this process. 
Michael Huxtable - With a keen interest in the military, Mike served two years’ national service in the South African 
Defence Force Intelligence School during 1988/89.  In 2003, he joined the SANDF Reserve Force, serving as 
Intelligence Officer and Adjutant at the Light Horse Regiment, being the first member of the SANDF Reserve to 
graduate from the SANDF Military Academy (Faculty of Military Science of Stellenbosch University) in 2007, with a 
B.Mil degree in Security and Africa Studies. 
 
Other 30 Degrees South titles listed on the banner below are available direct from the publisher 
www.30degreessouth.co.za  
 



 
 

Please use the page link www.rhodesianservices.org/Books.htm  to view our stock of excellent books. 
When buying for someone else you cannot beat a good book as a gift. 

 
 
 
 

 The Rhodesia Regiment – Book Project   
 
Thank you for all the responses from the September edition of Contact! Contact!   
 
It is very important to those of us involved with this project that we get an accurate record of this unit’s history. What 
records there are, are spread all over the world in archives, books, journals and people’s heads. We want to bring 
as much of this information together as possible so that it is available now and for the future. We owe it to our 
forefathers, our mates and ourselves to do this job. I have been involved with this project going back ten years or 
more now. The end is in sight. Please come on board – your contribution is essential – don’t put it off any longer – 
write it down before you forget it, if not for your sake but for your children and grandchildren’s. 
 
Regimental Roll of Honour 1898 - 1981 
Our team compiling this history has been joined by Adrian Haggett and Gerry van Tonder who are assigned to 
assembling the first ever Rhodesia Regiment Roll of Honour covering the years 1898 – 1981. This is a huge task 
but one which already is achieving some wonderful results. The period 1966 – 1981 is already part of a project 
mentioned earlier in this publication. The period 1898 – 1966 is a lot harder to find records of so your input is most 
welcome. We require legible photos of memorials, headstones, Rolls of Honour, family records etc. In particular we 
are looking for: 

• Any Boer War era records pertaining to any mention of Rhodesians. 
• WWI era records pertaining to the 1st Battalion Rhodesia Regiment who served in South West Africa 
• Any WWII era records where the deceased is recorded as Rhodesia Regiment 
• Any records from between the wars where soldiers may have been killed or died during training. 

 
List of information required 
As we find out about information that we still require we will publish it in this newsletter, highlighting what is new as 
well as our existing older requests that are still outstanding. We would like help with the following: 

• What can anyone recall of the sports facilities at Llewellin and any sports teams based there? 
• We believe that 1 Indep. Coy were involved in Op Cauldron 1968/69 – we need your input. 
• Any RR involvement in any of the signature operations of the war, in particular cross border raids. 
• Rhodesia Regiment soldiers who served as attachments to the SAS (they were not badged as SAS). We 

would like to get information from you regarding your uniform, in particular regarding what berets and 
badges you wore. 

• As many individual contact records and recollections can be assembled 
• Humorous anecdotes. 
• History and training of the 4 RR Tracker Unit and reflections of any persons involved. 
• Any post Independence stories that bear reporting on the ongoing life of the Regiment. 
• The Battle of the Honde...any memories at all and technical data 
• Any personal thoughts, reflections and ideas regarding: 
Leadership; 
The general role of the Regiment during the war; 
How the Regiment was regarded by the regular units; 
How the Regiment regarded the regular units; 
Disparities in kit allocations; 
Fireforce deployments; 
How military commitments impacted private lives, business etc; 



Any views on the stresses imposed on individual members of the Regiment during the war; 
Post war stress issues and any reflections on life after the war; 
• Intelligence Section of the Rhodesia Regiment during WWII. We have some interesting information that we 

want to follow up. We are looking for any family who had a member in the Regiment at this time who would 
have served in Rhodesia.  

• In 1947 the Rhodesian Armoured Car Regiment was deployed to Northern Rhodesia in reaction to civil 
unrest on the Copperbelt mines - we need more information. 

• Coronation of Queen Elizabeth in 1953. We would like more and in particular are looking for anecdotes 
pertaining to members of the Rhodesia Regiment who were there. 

• Nyasaland Emergency in 1959. In particular if anyone has information on Colonel Ken Harvey ICD, DSO, 
MBE, ED who was a Major in command of the Royal Rhodesia Regiment and on Operation ‘Wet Dawn’ 

• Northern Rhodesia during the 1960 Congo Crisis. 
• Technical unit structure etc. from the period 1950 – 1960 
• 1964 Riots – we need anecdotes and information from those deployed in support of the BSAP during this 

period. 
• Information on deployments during the early stages when infiltrators came across the Zambezi resulting in 

Operations Pagoda I and Pagoda II 
• Individual recollections relating to the following operations in 1968/69 - Nickel, Breeze, Cauldron, Cosmic, 

Griffin, Mansion and Gravel 
• Individual recollections of the beginning of Operation Hurricane in 1972. 
• Individual recollections of deployments in Mozambique prior to that country’s independence. 
• Depot Rhodesia Regiment - information on the technical background to the training, the organisation and 

the structure of the DRR. 
• Were any elements of the Regiment involved with Operation Mardon which was a series of co-ordinated 

attacks on bases inside Mozambique between 20th October and 2nd November 1976? 
• Comments and reflections on the Indefinite Call Up period.  
• Comments, reflections and strategies on general patrolling, OP, ambush and garrison duties 
• Were any Rhodesia Regiment personnel part of the first response to the Viscount Disasters? 
• The occupation of Mapai took place during Op Aztec in May/June 1977.  I believe that elements of 2RR 

were involved. Please contact us if you were involved. 
• We believe that elements of 10RR were involved in ‘Operation Favour’ post the elections that saw 

Muzorewa come to power in 1979. A number of Sithole’s ‘Auxiliaries’ were contacted and killed near 
Gokwe. 

• Were any elements of the Rhodesia Regiment used in support of Operation Bastille in 1979 (the raid on 
Nkomo’s house by the SAS) back in Rhodesia. 

• Were any elements of the Regiment used in support of Operation Uric September 1979 when Mapai was 
occupied 

• Recollection from deployments during the cease fire and 1980 election and the period after that. 
• Rhodesia Regiment Dress Regulations. 

 
You do not have to present your information in a well written format - we will sort that out. I can do recorded verbal 
interviews over Skype if necessary. 
 
Photos in 300DPI please. If you do not understand scanning – we can help, alternatively you can send the photos to 
us and they will be returned. All input will be acknowledged. 
 
Material can be sent to: 

• Hugh Bomford hbomford@clear.net.nz 
• Chris Cocks info@30degreessouth.co.za  

 
Don’t live to regret not doing something now! 

 
 
The Global Forked Stick – Snippets and Requests 
Roan Antelope Music – John Edmond 
All our dear Friends, Rhodies and Countrymen,  
With Rhodesia’s 120th birthday behind us and the 45th birthday of UDI ahead on 11th November, we can’t believe 
that we are already in October 2010.  
 
The Rhodie birthday bash on Kunkuru was an occasion never to be forgotten. A little Rhodesia was re-created as 
the windsocks were replaced with the ‘Green and White’, the airstrip christened ‘Thornhill Aerodrome’ and outside 
of the ‘Pasopola Hangar’ there were three army tents called ‘Llewellin’, ‘Brady’ and ‘KGVI’. The pub was called ‘Le 
Coq d’Or’ and the tables were named after hotels like Grey’s Inn, Troutbeck, Leopard Rock, Meikles etc.  
 



                                                 
                                            “Geeen n’ White you’re flying…….”            ‘Llewellin Barracks’. 
 
There was a big fire outside the hangar where a real Rhodie braai took place with eland wors, nyama potjie and 
sadza. Guys watched the rugby on a TV specially carted in and the party was on! 
 
After dinner the concert went off with a bang with John and Teresa wearing traditional camo.  Everyone young and 
old was chorusing in with the old songs. One of John’s vellies was ripped off his foot while he was singing, filled with 
beer and passed around for everyone to drink out of. The few South Africans present were very soon christened 
and had no option but become “Rhodies” (which they loved).  Afterwards it was said that they have never 
experienced a brotherhood such as the Rhodies ever before. 

 
John Edmond. 

 
Then came the “The Kachana Sterek Awards” certificates were handed out to folks who travelled the furtherest. The 
winner was Roland van Vledder who came from Holland followed by George and Liz Archibald and the Leslie family 
from Durban, the Brennan family from White River and last but not least Dale Collett (part of the Ian Winning bunch 
from Gillespie Diesel) who drove himself all they way from Botswana towing his quad bike which he has modified for 
himself as a paraplegic and which he drove into the hangar for the show. Rhodesians never die!!  Dale was an 
inspiration to all and received a standing ovation on the presentation of his certificate.  
 
The prize for the best authentically dressed table was presented to Nigel and Louis representing the Walker, Fife 
and Montile families who booked out the Bwana Makubwa bush camp. They were sons and grandsons of Troopies 
wearing their Dad’s camo.  They were also the life and soul of the party and instigators of the vellie beer drinking 
ritual! – see photo below. 

 
How to catch foot and mouth. 

 
This was the second time for some families. The Sandfords, the Williams’s, the Archibald’s and the Gallymores 
(three times!!).  We‘ve always wondered why Pat Gallymores one vellie is darker than the other – it’s from all the 
drinking out of it! 
 
The rock ‘n roll Rhodie award went to Pioneer Moyo our ranger and his wife Nikki.  Being a Matabele he clearly 
knows how to jive. 
 



 
Pioneer Moyo, happy in the knowledge that Rhodesians never die. 

 
On the 5th October, John and Teresa fly to Vegas to do a show for the USA Rhodies.  Their previous visit was in 
1988!  So watch this space for a very interesting feedback newsletter for November-December. 
 
So for October ‘Friends, Rhodies, Countrymen’ will be the CD on special offer!  The song ‘Rhodie Cologne’ is the 
song of the month - a real must to play at all your forthcoming braais! 
 
Order now while stocks last www.johnedmond.co.za  Prices include packaging and postage. 
 
SA R135.00; UK £20.00; USA $39.00; AUS $42.00; NZ $45.00 
 
Bank details: 
J Edmond F.N.B Bela Bela code 260347 Acc 542000 51694  
 
or send us your credit card details, name, address and telephone number. 
 
Tel: +27 (0) 71 699 0362 Fax: +27 (0) 86 273 5492 E-mail: info@johnedmond.co.za  
 
Until next time… 
The Roan Antelope Team 
 
Rhodesian Army Association 
The latest Lion & Tusk, magazine of the Rhodesian Army Association is out. To subscribe - write to David 
Heppenstall d.heppenstall@uwclub.net or Iain Harper iain@umgusa.fsnet.co.uk  

 
The Lion & Tusk Vol 16 No. 2 September 2010. 

 
David Scobie 
Born in Dundee, Scotland, David was exposed to traditional Scottish folk music from the age of six.  His parents 
took him to his first live concert held in Dundee where popular folk duo "The Corries" blew David away and his 
dream to perform was born.  In 1973 the Scobie family moved to Salisbury, Rhodesia.  From the age of ten, under 
the instruction of a close family friend, David began learning rudimentary chords on a guitar his parents had bought 
for him.  This would become the foundation from which he'd begin to develop his playing skills and he began playing 
in various charity variety shows, as well as Beverley Rocks Folk Club with Clem Tholet. 
 
One day, while still at school, David was called in to Shed Studios by Steve Roskilly and Clem Tholet to sing on an 
advertising jingle called 'Travelling Man', which went on to win an advertising award.  In 1980 when David was 
fifteen, he was asked by Martin Norris, Steve Roskilly's partner, back to Shed Studios to listen to a song Martin had 
written with David's voice in mind.  David obliged and 'Gypsy Girl' was recorded.  However, they needed another 



song for the B-side of the single and so the unanimous decision to use David's first composition, 'Don't Pass Me 
By', was made. 
 
The single was released in October 1980 and it went to No.1 in Zimbabwe that November, staying there for an 
unbelievable four months.  It was then released in South Africa in April 1981 and it bounced up and down the 
Springbok charts for nineteen weeks.  The single went gold in both countries and David became an over-night 
celebrity.  His next single "Taking The Easy Way Home" was recorded in April 1981 and by that June it had reached 
the Top Ten in both territories again.  He went on to release a further four albums and numerous singles. 
 
In the mid-eighties David also enjoyed a fruitful career recording local bands and writing and producing advertising 
jingles for Shed studios, and for his own recording studios later on.  David gathered many Advertising Awards for 
his efforts.  
 
In 1998, he staged two musicals and two comedy theatre productions to full houses around the country with his 
friends Steve Hanly and Fraser MacKay. 
 
Recently David went back to his roots and teamed up with Brigitte Rodrigues producing Celtic music.  They call 
themselves 'Brogue' and they are now based near Edinburgh in Scotland.  Their first album 'Rhythm of the Celts' 
has earned them another disc award for their wall, in recognition of CD sales achieved.  Their second album, called 
'Girls and Strong Whisky', was released in 2008, a third album, 'Popscots', was released in October 2009 and their 
latest album was released in 2010, it is called 'Celtic Beat'. 
 
You can visit their website at www.broguemusic.com  
 
Intake 146 1975-77 
Intake 146 - the Forever Boys of National Service in the Rhodesian Bush War are busy arranging a reunion as well 
as gathering memoirs and photographs for a book.  A website on Facebook has also been opened, “Intake 146”. All 
Intake 146 members are urgently requested to contact Charles Billett at charles@unitrade745.co.za  or to sign up 
as soon as possible on the website. 
 
F Coy 4th Battalion Rhodesia Regiment 
Steve Lunderstedt writes: 
“I am looking for F Company 4RR soldiers who were in or near the F Company camp when it was attacked on 8 
August 1976.  I am compiling a written record of the attack and the subsequent follow-up. I need more information 
particularly from those who were actually there rather than from hearsay. I would like a plan of the camp to see how 
it fits in with the enemy attack.” 
 
Please contact him direct at lunderstedt@kimberley.co.za  if you can assist with any info. 
 
Cpl Victor Carl Meyer 
Cpl Meyer was 22 years old serving with 1 Indep. Coy. RAR when he went missing in action while crossing the 
Zambezi. He went to the assistance of another stick member who was in trouble. His body was never recovered 
and he was declared dead on the 19th March 1979. 
 
His sister Susan would like to hear from anyone who knew her brother. Please direct emails to me and I will pass 
them on to Susan. 
 
Cpl. Michael Lawrence BCR (Rhodesian Corps of Engineers) 
Terry Griffin and other researchers are trying to find Mike's family or next of kin. It is believed that he came to 
Rhodesia from Britain and this is where the search is focussing. If anyone knew Mike or can help please email me. 
 
His citation for the Bronze Cross of Rhodesia (Posthumous) reads: 
728600 Corporal Michael David Kilcoyne Lawrence was assigned to the Mine Detection Vehicle Troop, 2 Engineer 
Squadron, in May 1978 and served with this troop until his death on 8th April 1979. During this period Corporal 
Lawrence was almost continuously deployed on mine detection duties and he declined to take any periods of rest 
and recuperation preferring to remain in the operational area.  He personally located and accounted for thirty-nine 
landmines and booby traps during his service. Eleven of the booby traps which he accounted for were electrical 
devices which were very sensitive and hazardous to disarm. Corporal Lawrence was ambushed fourteen times 
whilst leading convoys in the operational area. He was killed by terrorists in an ambush on 8th April 1979.  
 
Throughout his tour of duty he rendered exceptional service to his country and showed great courage, 
resourcefulness and a devotion to duty beyond that which he would normally be called upon to do. 
 
Skydive Waikato www.freefall.co.nz  
Skydive Waikato operate out of Matamata in New Zealand. Principals are Mark and Jodi Horning. Mark was born in 
Bulawayo but moved to Salisbury as soon as possible and went to Oriel Boys (that was probably not his fault either). 
He left his apprenticeship with Air Rhodesia and moved to Durban when Rhodesia changed hands. A number of our 
members have been and had a jump with them. If you are interested and want more details their website is above. 



 
Winston Hart reached three score and ten a few days ago and went for a tandem parachute jump. Winston had last 
jumped out of a serviceable aircraft in 1979 on a static line and when I spoke him a few days after the jump he was 
still on an adrenalin high. These pictures below are of Winston with jumpmaster Sam Perry. Jodie remarked to me 
that Winston was ‘extremely relaxed’ which set me to wondering what else he got for his birthday! 
 

     
The Colgate ring of confidence…                   “we gotta get out of this place”… 

 

  
…Hart does Bateleur eagle impersonation               ..still grinning! 

  
Good on you Winston – Happy Birthday! 
 
Calling all Scottish readers 
There is an increasing number of converted ‘Haggis Bashers’ out there complaining of isolation. I have put a couple 
of readers in touch with each other, but given that I have to preserve people’s privacy and also that my knowledge 
of Scottish geography is not well founded, I recommend to everyone to use the Guest Map facility on our website. It 
is on the link bar on the right of your screen from www.rhodesianservices.org or else go direct to 
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/guest-map.htm and press the button at the bottom of the screen. 
 
Rhodesian Tapestry 
Following up on last month’s report on the Rhodesian tapestry Tony Odendaal wrote in with this: 
“Hi Hugh, 
I stumbled across a web copy of a book on the history of Melsetter.  It gives a fascinating insight into the lives of 
those early folk who built a part of our nation (tribe as you mentioned in your communiqué) without the help of 
external aid.   
 
I contacted the website owner and got her permission to disseminate the URL 
http://www.barbaragoss.com/melsetter/  I was prompted to send this to you due to the mention of tapestries of 
Rhodesia in your last newsletter. Barbara Goss also has a book on historical Rhodesian tapestries depicting events 
and scenes of early Rhodesia http://www.barbaragoss.com/rhodesiantapestry/ ” 
 
Rememberance Day Service, 7th November 2010 at the Dicky Fritz Shellhole, Edenvale, South Africa. 
 
GPS S 26°08.121’ E 28°07.983’ will get you there. 
 



 
 
Rhodesians in the South African Defence Force 
John Redfern writes: 
“The Pretoria Branch of the Flame Lily Foundation (FLF) will hold a memorial service for Rhodesians who lost their 
lives in service of their country in the chapel alongside the Voortrekker Monument on 14th November 2010. 
 
After the service, we plan to also lay wreaths at the SADF Wall of Remembrance nearby, where the names of 
several Rhodesians are inscribed. Family or friends of Rhodesians who died on active service with the SADF are 
invited to participate. 
 
On the 6th September 1979, en route to the assault on the Frelimo Brigade Headquarters at Mapai, a Puma 
helicopter of the SAAF carrying members of 1 Commando Rhodesian Light Infantry and Rhodesian Engineers was 
shot down by a lone Frelimo soldier armed with an RPG-7 rocket launcher, killing all seventeen men on board.  Due 
to the intensity of the battle and the fierceness of the anti-aircraft fire, the bodies could not be recovered, and were 
left behind in Mozambique. 
 
The names of the SAAF crew of the Puma, Captain Paul Velleman, Lieutenant Nigel Osborne and Sergeant Dick 
Retief, are inscribed on the SADF Wall of Remembrance at the Voortrekker Monument grounds outside Pretoria. 
The Rhodesians who died alongside them are recorded in the Rhodesian Rolls of Honour, which will be on display 
in the Voortrekker Monument’s chapel on 14th November this year. 
 
In 1980, a number of Rhodesians joined the SADF. Many were deployed in a combat role in South West Africa, 
Angola and Mozambique. Some lost their lives alongside their South African colleagues. The FLF would like to lay a 
wreath at the SADF Wall of Remembrance on 14th November, in memory of our former countrymen who laid down 
their lives for their country of adoption. 
 



Although we have identified some of the Rhodesians whose names appear on the SADF Wall, some are not known 
to us.  
 
We appeal to anyone who knows of a Rhodesian who died while on active service with the SADF from 1980, to 
please let us have the name and, if possible, date of death. 
E-mail rasa@iafrica.com “ 
 
Viscount Down - September 1978  
Published by ORAFS, Eddy Norris wrote: 
“A few weeks after the sad lost of the first Viscount the Scope magazine included a supplement recording the 
horrors of this incident.  I have been told that the actual Scope magazine was withdrawn from circulation shortly 
after it hit the shelves. 
 
To be very honest with you I was very reluctant to load the contents of that supplement as it bothered me as to the 
reaction it would receive and also the last thing I wanted to do was to reopen old wounds.  The over riding factor for 
me was that I had seen very little of this incident on the Internet so I went ahead and completed the load. 
 
Before viewing the article please note there are images which some may find offensive. 
 
My grateful thanks to Neill Jackson for the support he gave to get this article done. 
 
Please view it at: http://rhodesianheritage.blogspot.com/2010/09/kariba-slaughter.html “ 
 
Notes from Hell 
Recent chatter on the internet indicates that RGM is receiving a high level of medical care. I corresponded with Vic 
MacKenzie and he is busy sharpening his crayons in anticipation of the day that he can add to his 1999 cartoon 
below which marked Josh’s passing out parade. 
 

 
 
Until next time - go well. 
Cheers Hugh 
 

                                                                                        

 
Celebrate ‘Rhodesia Day’* on the 11th November each year.    

*The concept of ‘Rhodesia Day’ was brought to my attention by Eddy Norris and family. During the 90 year 
life of Rhodesia we experienced the best of times and the worst of times. I encourage everyone to use this 

day to remember the good times and to spend time remembering those who are no longer with us. 
 



You can make a donation to the Rhodesian Services Association by clicking on our 'Collection Hat' below which is a 
typical slouch hat of the type used by the Rhodesian Army up until the 1960’s. Click on the hat (or this link 
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=MLMB2B8Y2UY3G ) and if you are 
registered with PayPal the process will be immediate. If you are not a PayPal member you will be given instruction 
on how to make a credit card payment via PayPal. Thank you - every bit helps. 
 

 
 
This newsletter is compiled by Hugh Bomford, Newsletter Editor of the Rhodesian Services Association.  
It contains many personal views and comments which may not always be the views of the Association or 
Committee. 
  
This newsletter is being sent to registered subscribers. To unsubscribe press this link UNSUBSCRIBE and 
send the email. 


