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Greetings, 
September flew past and October in not going to be any easier what with the RV and all that. If you are coming to 
the RV – PLEASE make my life easier and get your ticket money in ASAP. 
 
Last month’s tongue in cheek letter that took a swipe at the Brits in Afghanistan stated that only one Rhodesian was 
killed during Op Dingo (the attack on Chimoio). We were reminded that Flight Lieutenant Phil Haigh was killed when 
he crash landed near Inyanga after his Vampire had been hit by ground fire in that Operation. We regret the 
omission.  
 
As I have told you before, I get a lot of letters of appreciation. It must be noted that none of my input to this 
Association would be possible if I did not have the support of my wife Diana through all aspects of my involvement 
including proof reading this publication. In addition I have a workmate, Colin Logie, to work on plans with everyday 
as well as our Curator, Tony Fraser who also is never far from the scene. Stompie and Grunter both add different 
dimensions and appeal to this publication. Paul Nes and Tinka Mushett are in constant (that means multiple emails 
every day of the week) contact with me. So when I received the email below I was proud to get such praise from a 
decorated RLI soldier – Bruce Kidd BCR but reminded myself that Bruce’s praise should also be directed to many 
others: 
“Dear Hugh,  
This is a note to say ‘thank you’ for all the hard work that you are doing. There are a few extremely strong people 
who have been bringing the Battalion and Rhodesian Armed Forces alive.  To you all, I say thank you - for keeping 
it real.  A reason for who we are now as a result of what we were a part of in those years in Rhodesia - a unique 
country of the world. 
 
Special thanks to you and also to the historians and stalwarts - Chris Cocks, Craig Bone, Mark Pilbeam and Martin 
Hudson to name a few that I know of and that I can think of at this moment in time. 
 
Regarding to the Rhodesian Services Association newsletter - I cannot imagine all the work that it must take to 
compile it regardless of all the intelligence gathering it undertakes. Reading Contact! Contact! confirms that 
Rhodesians are still very much alive – that includes parents, families, relatives and friends. 
 



All the civilians and soldiers who were killed and died will never be forgotten - Our great leader Mr. Ian Smith, 
needless to say all our military leaders whose names are too many to mention, the silent few, Officers and 
Gentlemen. 
 
Since the advent of your newsletters, I believe there has been a massive reunification of many Rhodesians. This 
has led to an exceptional bringing together of people all over the world.  People can now relate to the unique nation 
that we were. Not only are you all historians and leaders of a community, but you are our legacy of the Armed 
Forces. Rhodesians were ‘the news’ and because of you all above (and others) we still feel ‘alive’ - in books, art, 
news and poetry.  Where do we go from here ek sê?  
 
Thank you - To all of you, for your confirming our heritage and the legacy of Rhodesians. 
 
BK.” 
 
 
Obituaries 
Please Note that the Rhodesian Services Association holds a large Rhodesian flag for use at funerals. Please 
contact me at hbomford@clear.net.nz if required. 
 

 
 
Colin Mason aged 53, resident of Bulawayo, Zimbabwe died suddenly while working in Afghanistan. Colin was as 
part of the crew on a Russian operated Mi8 helicopter. Information at the time of writing is that he had a heart attack 
and died in his sleep. Colin leaves two children. His father Mike lives in Auckland, New Zealand.  
 
Colin served in the Rhodesian Light Infantry where it is understood he was a sergeant. The Rhodesian Services 
Association extends condolences to Colin’s family. 
 

   
  Colin Mason   Colin Mason with Afghan soldiers in front of Mi8 
 
Steve Nicol wrote: 
“Gordon Nicol aged 80, ex-Umtali, died in Queensburgh (Durban) on the 19th August 2009. 
My father worked for Shell for 25 years (Salisbury / Blantyre / Lusaka / Umtali), then managed the oil refinery at 
Feruka (near Umtali) until he emigrated to Durban in 1988.”  
 
As reported from ORAFS: 
“Auv Raath wrote:  
Sadly I have to inform you that Isobel Putterill died in the early hours of the 25th September 2009. She had suffered 
a stroke earlier this month, which affected her right side. 
 
Isobel was General Sam Putterills widow and was in her mid nineties. General Sam Putterrill was the Commander 
of the Rhodesian Army between 1964 to 1968. 
 
If anyone wishes to communicate with Heather, her daughter, should use this address, march@dewbella.com “ 
 
Sick Parade 
We have been informed that Hilton Morgan has suffered a stroke and is in hospital. He is recovering well but it is 
expected that he will not be as active. Hilton placed the wreath on ANZAC Day this year at the Hobsonville RSA. 
Please join us in wishing Hilton a speedy recovery. 
 
Off The Radar  



The email addresses of the people listed below have bounced the last communication sent.  If you are in comms 
with them could you ask them to contact me. Please also remember to let me know if you are changing your email 
address. 
 

� Lee Catterson – South Africa 
� Miles and Margaret MacDonald – Australia 
� Jack LaDuke - USA 

 
 
October RV – Labour Weekend 23rd – 26th October 2009 
 
 

We Want You! - time is running out - book your tickets now! 

 
Steve Geach, auctioneer extraordinaire in full cry at the October RV 2008 

 
 

This is a great weekend and is open to everyone. Tickets must be pre-purchased (unless by arrangement) in order 
to allow for accurate catering and to accommodate our host’s requirements. Please get yourselves organised and 
pay before the 16th October. Don’t leave it to the last minute – I want a stress free time as well!  
 
Ticket Price: 
Adults $30 – includes annual membership fee of $5 
Under 12 year olds $10 
Bank account details for payment will be supplied on request. 
 
Weekend agenda – if you cannot attend all on offer – no problem come to what you can: 
 
Friday 23rd October 
�Venue is the Garrison Club, 6th Hauraki Battalion Group from 16:00hrs for socialising, beverages, food and 
movies. 
Saturday 24th October 
�Morning golf tournament for all levels of skills – details on request 
�14:00hrs assemble at 6th Hauraki Battalion Group,  
�Official welcome at 15:00hrs sharp,  
�RV follows with socialising, auction, braai and much more. 
Sunday 25th October 
�Venue is the Classic Flyers Museum for the De-Brief which includes: 
�Brunch,  
�The AGM 
�Draw for a voucher for a flight for two in the AgCat,  
�Open access to the museum complex.  
 
Please note the cost for the De-Brief is $12 payable on the day for RhSA financial members. 
 
RV Annual Auction 
We still require items for the auction. Please contact Paul Nes paulnes@xtra.co.nz if you have something to donate. 
We would like items of reasonable quality, this does not mean expensive, but we want to avoid the auction 



becoming a jumble sale. Steve Geach will be presiding over the auction and all who have attended in the past will 
know that Steve’s performance is worth the entry fee alone. 
 
We thank the following contributors listed below. Please show your loyalty by supporting them and remember to tell 
them that you saw them being advertised in Contact! Contact! 

� 30 Degrees South Publishing (Chris Cocks  www.30degreessouth.co.za  
� Roan Antelope Enterprises (John Edmond) www.johnedmond.co.za  
� Books for Africa (Hugh and Diana Bomford) http://www.rhodesianservices.org/Books.htm  
� Khukuri Imports Ltd (Colin Logie, Tony Fraser and Hugh Bomford) www.khukuriimports.co.nz  
� Ben Bezuidenhout, author, donated ‘My Mother's Kitchen’ www.rhodesianbooks.co.za  
� Douglas Hubbard, author donated ‘Bound for Africa’ www.specialagentvietnam.com   
� Paul Nes 
� Bryony Bomford 
� Tinka Mushett 

 
The Rhodesian Services Association is also putting up a number of items including four sets of six lead crystal 
glasses. Three sets are port glasses which have the BSAP, RLI, and SAS badges engraved on. (We are grateful to 
Dudley Wall for assisting us with the graphic design). The set of brandy glasses is engraved with the Rhodesian 
Coat of Arms. 
 

       
 
People unable to attend the RV auction are welcome to place bids. Please get in touch with Paul Nes by email 
paulnes@xtra.co.nz  
 
Rhodesian Services Association from the Secretary’s desk 
Firstly I must thank all of our friends and regular suppliers for their generosity over the year. Of particular note are 
Tom Walsh our medal maker, Barclay Engravers, A2Z Imaging and Sew Hot. They are always there to help us. 
 
It is particularly pleasing to see that the number of financial members (just under 80) at the time of writing. There is 
something in the order of 130 financial members from last year who have not yet renewed their membership. A 
number of these will be cleared up at the RV. Considering that last year’s financial membership reached 150, I fully 
expect to exceed 200 this year. Our newsletter goes out directly to around 1,200 addresses.  
 
Financial membership is a mechanism for us to be able to identify who has voting rights. Because we cannot ‘give’ 
anything to financial members such as discounts or deals with retailers it is not economic to issue membership 
cards. If we were to issue membership cards we would need at least $10 to cover those costs. Personally I see no 
point in raising the membership fee above the current NZ$5 (which is the price of one beer at a rugby game – or 
two beers at the Garrison Club).  
 
Our website now has a Donation Button which links to our PayPal account. I am please to say that it has been 
getting some work. 
 
The Guest Book and Guest Map links on the website are also proving popular. If you have not had a look, now is a 
good time. 
 
Museum News 
Wanted 
Please email me if you have any to donate any of the following: 



� Copies of Rhodesiana and Heritage of Zimbabwe magazines for our developing reference library section. 
� Anyone who is able to offer their time to assist with the museum projects. In particular we are looking for 

someone with the skills (or with the time and inclination to learn the skills) to do some covering and repairs 
to the books that we have in the collection. 

� Models of Rhodesian Air Force aircraft (the size that we would prefer is 1:42.  
 
We recently revamped the display case at the Garrison Club. Basically we have taken out some of the smaller items 
and put in a number of framed prints showing uniforms and details of Grey’s Scouts, Selous Scouts, SAS and 
Rhodesian African Rifles. These prints had been donated from various sources and we are most grateful to 
Veronique Turner for getting them framed at no cost to us. 
 
The photos below will give some idea of the new format. 
 

  
 
 
 

   
 

 



Derrick Kamins donated a solid silver Selous Scout Commemorative Medallion to the museum collection. The ‘hand 
over’ from Derrick to Hugh Bomford was done at the Garrison Club and is pictured below in front of ‘Wally’s Gatt’ 
(Sgt Wally Insch’s AKM) 
 

 
 
 
6th Hauraki Battalion Group appoints new Commanding Officer 
The new C.O. Lt. Col. Julian Sewell, will be welcoming us at the RV later this month. We hope that he will be able to 
spend some time getting to know us and that our excellent relationship with the unit can continue to prosper. 
 

 
 
Lieutenant Colonel Sewell joined the Regular Force of the NZ Army in January 1982, as an officer cadet, and was 
commissioned into the Royal New Zealand Armoured Corps at the end of that year. 
 
Lt. Col. Sewell held troop command appointments within Queen Alexandra's Squadron and 1st Squadron NZ 
Scottish, staff appointments within the Plans and Development Branch of Army General Staff; and training 
appointments at the Army Schools.  He was Aide-de-Camp to two Governors General, Chief Instructor at the 
School of Armour, Squadron Commander at Queen Alexandra's Mounted Rifles, Team Leader at the Australian 
Army Battle Simulation Group, General Staff Officer Grade 2 Doctrine, Army General Staff; and Director of the NZ 
Army Simulation Centre. 
 
Lt. Col. Sewell saw operational service with the United Nations Iran-Iraq Military Observer Group and the United 
Nations Transitional Administration in East Timor.  He transferred to the Territorial Force on completion of 20 years 
service and held the appointment of Officer Commanding, Training Evaluation Team, 2nd Land Force Group, prior to 
posting to 6th Hauraki Battalion Group.  He was the Officer Commanding Alpha Company before assuming 
command of the Battalion. 
 
Lt Col Sewell was born in Rotorua and is of Te Arawa and Ngatï Porou descent.  He was educated at Hato Petera 
College, Massey University and Victoria University of Wellington.  He is married to Maria and they have two young 
daughters.  The Sewells live in Rotorua where Lt. Col. Sewell is employed as the Policing Development Manager for 
the Bay of Plenty Police. 
 
Rhodesian K-Car by Alf Hutchison ex 5th Battalion Rhodesia Regiment 
To the memory of the Rhodesian Helicopter Pilots and the 20mm cannon gunner - two men one helicopter; known 
as K-Car…..a formidable force in the Rhodesian Bush War. 



 
‘Chopper’ pilot calmness,  

Cannon gunner’s skill,  
Two minds in perfect harmony,  

Flew in now for the kill,  
Ten comrades in arms,  

Pinned down by enemy fire,  
Ambushed and compromised,  
Their backs now to the wire. 

 
One pilot and one gunner,  

Men who knew no fear,  
S.O.S.  came through to them,  

Urgent… but so clear, 
“K-car, Call sign Bravo,”  

“Contact, contact, contact”! 
 

Pilot with nerves of steel,  
So veraciously exact,  

“We have you visual, four o’clock”,  
Crackled in the pilot’s ear  

He responded calmly “Roger  
Call sign Bravo… illuminate a flare”  

Flare lit up and in they flew,  
Oblivious of the danger;  

Twas deaths turn to roll the dice,  
With life their coin of wager. 

 
Two hands upon the cannon grips,  

One finger on the trigger,  
Gunner’s eye took a site,  

Through peep site to the jigger;  
Bullets ripped into the cockpit,  

Of that killer-car machine,  
Barely two year out of school,  
K-car gunner… aged nineteen  

 
Fire Force airborne pilot,  

Turned cannon to the smoke,  
Gunner pressed the trigger,  
And the dragon now awoke;  
Twenty millimeter cannon,  
Boomed forth volcanic life  
Spewing deadly rounds,  

Of instant death and strife. 
 

No place for enemy to hide,  
From this matchless opponent;  

Terrorists now in full flight,  
Were gunned down in a moment. 

The Kill-car hovered overhead,  
Just six foot off the ground,  
Two enemy lay screaming,  

But from thirty dead…no sound. 
 

Most men of war,  
whom I knew then,  

Have turned now to the Lord,  
They have turned into plow shears,  

Their weapons and their sword. 
Lord please teach us here in Africa,  

Love for one another;  
Take xenophobic intolerance from us,  

Teach us to love our brother. 
 
Regimental Rumours by ‘Stompie’ 
Editor’s note: 



Regrettably Stompie has been unable to submit a piece this month. Stompie’s auntie is ill.  Stompie has asked me 
to remind you that stories on the notable nightspots in Rhodesia are required for future articles. Don’t be shy – your 
anonymity is guaranteed (for you RLI okes that means Stompie will keep your identity secret).  
 
Your contributions can be sent to Stompie at stompie@rhodesianservices.org   
 
 

 
 
 

Grunter’s Good Oil 
Greetings everybody 
 
I have to start this month’s news with a joke for everyone who hasn't heard it: 
Apparently authorities in Australia have just located the source of the recent dust storm.  Some idiot had opened the 
Australian Rugby Unions trophy cabinet. 
 
We had a very happy family outing to the Bok vs AB game in Hamilton recently. How pleasing it was to watch the 
Boks beat the All Blacks on their own turf to seal their superiority this season. For me it was pretty moving stuff and 
I had goose pimples through the anthems.  It is the ultimate in rugby (outside the World Cup) to see the Boks play 
the All Blacks and it is quite different to any other test matches I have watched. 
 
As promised last month, I was going to start our list of Rhodesian rugby players.  While there are no strict criteria I 
wanted it to be for outstanding and tough players who have stood out over the years.  I am hoping for some help 
from you on some of the older generation before 1965 which is about as far back as I can remember.  I appreciate 
that everyone will have different views on different players but the aim is to put together a list of players that have 
stood out for you over the years.  I have already had some names sent to me – thanks for that. 
 

� John Morkel - Tough captain of the victorious Rhodesian team over the All Blacks. 
� Ryk Van Schoor - Famously returned to the field (when subbing was unheard of) while concussed, for the 

Springboks against Ireland and scoring the winning try. 
� Salty Du Rand - War hardened grisly lock forward who was a regular feature of the Springbok team. 
� Des Van Jaarsveld - The "Bald Eagle" who also captained the Boks against Scotland. 
� Tom Van Vollenhoven - A good Springbok wing who was one of the first players to turn to league where 

one had to be tough to survive in the North of England. 
� Piet De Klerk - Another tough farmer from Manicaland who famously stood up to fierce rucking by the All 

Blacks. 
� Piet Greyling - Another famous Springbok who was unearthed while farming in Hartley. 
� Andy McDonald - A Springbok front ranker who fought off a lion with his bare hands. 
� James Craven - A no nonsense forward who said little but his actions did the talking. 
� Robertson, Ross, Preston and Bert - All played rugby and water-polo for Rhodesia.  Preston captained the 

team in 1972 
� Ian Bond - While I was never fortunate enough to watch Ian Bond, I have heard so much about his ability 

from so many people.  My uncle Preston who was his contemporise at school described him as the most 
talented sportsman he ever saw. 

� Des Christian - Des was another very gifted scrum half who captained a very fine Rhodesian team 
� Eric Barrett - Not only was Eric a fine athlete but he was also very versatile. Eric was playing for Rhodesia in 

1972 and he was still playing for Zimbabwe at the 1987 World Cup in NZ. 
� Ian Robertson - Very talented and committed rugby player who also represented the Springboks vs NZ and 

France. 
� Brian Murphy - Another great Rhodesian who also captained the side and it was felt by many that he was 

one of the unluckiest people never to play for the Springboks.  Brian also coached both Rhodesia and 
Zimbabwe for many years. 

� Rob Halsted - If anyone doubts Rob Halsted's toughness, all they need do is speak to the South African 
provincial heavies of his time. 

� Nick Topping – A tough as teak hard man who my Dad described as one of the hardest players he saw. 
� Bucky Buchanan - Bucky was a nuggetty Matabele scrumhalf who many will remember.  He played many 

games for Rhodesia and Zimbabwe and captained both teams. 



� Ray Mordt - Ray was a fine athlete.  A huge, fast wing forward in the mould of Jonah Lomu.  Ray went on to 
represent the Springboks with distinction.  Who can ever forget his three tries against the All Blacks at Eden 
Park in the flour bomb test. 

� David Smith - A fine centre who was very fast.  David went onto represent the Boks against the 1980 British 
Lions. 

� Chris Rogers - Chris was an abrasive Matabele hooker who was always itching for a scrap.  Chris was 
another Rhodesian Springbok. 

� Bobby Knott - Bobby was a huge lock forward who mixed it up with the some of best forwards South Africa 
have produced.  Bobby also went on to represent Natal. 

� Billy Lemon - While there were not as many backline players that were hard men, Billy Lemon stood out for 
me.  I think the fact that he was such a good soldier was the reason that whenever there was a dust up Billy 
was never too far from the action. 

� Adrian Garvey - In his early years as a loose forward Adrian showed the class that would lead to him 
becoming an exceptional Springbok prop. 

� Brendon Dawson - A faithful servant of Zimbabwe rugby.  I don't know for sure but I think Brendon must be 
the most capped player of all time. 

� David Kirkman - Probably the last player to stand out from the rest.  Dave was a brave player who 
captained Zimbabwe with pride. 

 

 
Bobby Knott helps Ray Mordt drive through Burger Geldenhuys - Rhodesia vs Northern Transvaal around 

1978/79 
 
Remember I am open to new nominations.  There are obviously many players that could be added to this list. 
Please send your nominations to fourstreams@clear.net.nz  
 
Till next month - Go well. 
Regards  
Grunter 
 
What’s On In New Zealand? 
 
AUCKLAND 
If you reside in the Auckland area email Wolf and Alison Hucke at whucke@xtra.co.nz for more details of the 
monthly meetings on the third Saturday of the month. All are welcome. They have had their last gathering for the 
2009 year so them now to ensure that you are part of their plans for next year. 
 
There was a good turnout for their final meeting of the year on the 26th September but unfortunately, due to illness, 
neither Wolf nor Alison could make it. Good on the rest of you for making it a success. 
 
TAURANGA 
The Garrison Club run by the 6th Hauraki Battalion Association, is open every Friday from 16:00 hrs and welcomes 
visitors. On the 2nd Friday of every month we put on a meal and show a movie. Email me at hbomford@clear.net.nz 
to get on that mailing list to see what is on and notification of any changes. We have people coming through from 
Whakatane, Rotorua and Waihi so if you live out of the immediate area you may be able to share transport. The 
next movie will be on Friday 23rd October to coincide with the RV. We will be showing Rhodesian related material. 
 
HAMILTON 



There are a lot of our members residing in the Hamilton area. If you would like to get together once a month please 
contact Tinka Mushett mushett@slingshot.co.nz  
 
 
CQ Store visit www.rhodesianservices.org/The%20Shop.htm to see what is in store for 
you 
 
Please give our CQ Store consideration when buying a present for friends or family. Below is a list of our stock. If 
you want medals that have to be engraved and mounted, we need a couple of weeks under normal circumstances 
and longer if someone in the chain is off sick or on leave, so please allow time when placing your orders. 
 
We have good stocks of our replica Rhodesian Rugby jersey in all sizes, long and short sleeved. To avoid delay get 
yours before we have to restock.  
 
Time is really short for getting medals, berets etc. for Armistice Day parades in November and the Q.M. is going to 
be very busy with the RV so do not delay in making your order. 
 
What’s new? 
 

1. Medal ribbon devices. We are grateful to our friends in Dunedin for assisting with this project which includes 
various devices pictured below – Military Forces Commendation, Commissioners Commendation, bars for 
GCV, SCR and BCR. As we now have reasonable stock of these items we will accept orders from 
collectors. Price is $30 plus postage.  

 
Please remember that wearing medals or awards that you are not entitled to is both disrespectful and unlawful. If 
you want to validate anything please contact us as we hold good records to which we can refer. 
 

      
 

2. Rhodesian Bush War poster. We have produced a new poster that was designed by Dudley Wall and has 
been reproduced with his permission for which we are most grateful. 

 
It is a great conversation piece and completely unique, featuring all unit badges from the 1970 period. It measures 
approx. 445mm x 620mm - A2 size so will fit a standard frame. All our posters are printed with top quality inks on 
280 micron photo-matt heavyweight paper.  We take pride in producing quality products.  If postage is required, it 
will be sent in a cardboard tube. (The image below is deliberately flawed to discourage copying.) 
 

 
 

3. Ring Tones. A project under current development is Ring Tones for your cell phone. This is exciting stuff 
and my phone now rings with Green Leader calling on Lusaka Tower instead of the Aussie band, Spider 



Bait’s song about how awesome someone is. Keep a watch on our CQ Store page 
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/The%20Shop.htm  

 

CQ STORE INVENTORY 
 

ITEMS EXCLUDING POSTAGE PRICE in NZ$ 
4RR Hackles $17.50 
‘Bumper’ Stickers, Rhodesia/NZ or Australia flags; Rhodesian flag; 
Rhodesian Services Assn Lion & Tusk 

$3 each or 2 for 
$5 

Bullion wire blazer pocket badge – Rhodesia Regiment $100 
Business Card Holder – stainless steel with Lion & Tusk engraved $20 
Berets $50 
Lapel pin -  Para Wings – gold plate or Enamel $15 
Lapel Pin – Rhodesian Flag $10 
Lion & Tusk Aprons $30 
Lion & Tusk Baseball Caps $25 
Lion & Tusk Beanies green, black or other (even pink!) on request $22 
Lion & Tusk Dog Tags $30 
Lion & Tusk Polar Fleece jackets – long sleeved in green, black, 
navy  $65 
Lion & Tusk Polo shirts - black or green $38 
Lion & Tusk T-shirts - black or green $30 
Lion & Tusk Women’s v-neck stretch shirts - black $30 
NEW Medal Ribbon Devices – MFC, Commissioner’s 
Commendation, bars etc. $30 
Name badge – resin coated $15 
Number plate surrounds – 4 styles to choose from $12 
Pocket Insert Medal Holder $15 
Poster “Be a man among men” $25 
NEW Poster “Rhodesian Bush War” $30 
Poster “Terrorism Stops Here!” $50 
Regimental Cap Badges – RLI, Intaf, RAR, RDR, BSAP, Grey’s 
Scouts, RRR, RR, Service Corps, Staff Corps, RWS, DRR and more 

Priced from $20 – 
inquire for details 

Regimental ties – Rhodesian Light Infantry $40 
Regimental ties – Rhodesia Regiment $40 
Regimental ties – Rhodesian African Rifles $40 
Regimental ties – SAS (badged SAS only) $55 
Rhodesian General Service Medal copy (silver plate bronze) full size 
medal with ribbon $100 
Rhodesian General Service Medal full size copy (solid silver) with 
ribbon $125 
Rhodesian General Service Medal ribbon – full size $10/length 
Rhodesian General Service Medal miniature (solid silver) with ribbon $40 
Rhodesian General Service Medal ribbon - miniature $10/length 
Rhodesian replica rugby jerseys – short or long sleeve $110 
Rhodesian Police Long Service Medal full size copy (solid silver) with 
ribbon $160 
Rhodesian flag 3’ x 5’ (900mm x 1500mm) ready to fly $40 
Rhodesian Flag, embroidered 110mm x 50mm $20 
Southern Rhodesia War Service Medal full size copy (solid silver) 
with ribbon $150 
Unofficial Rhodesian Combat Infantry Badge full size $22.50 
Unofficial Rhodesian Combat Infantry Badge miniature $15 
Various medal ribbons – please inquire POA 
Various full size & miniature medals – please inquire POA 
Various small embroidered badges (RLI & BSAP) $5 
Zimbabwe Independence Medal copy - full size with ribbon $50 
Zimbabwe Independence Medal full size ribbon $10/length 
Zimbabwe Independence Medal miniature with ribbon $35 
Zimbabwe Independence Medal miniature ribbon $10/length 
‘Zippo’ type lighter – “Rhodesia 1890 – 1980” with Lion & Tusk $25 



 
 
Books for Africa 
I again remind you that all the books and audio visual disks that I stock and sell are listed at 
www.rhodesianservices.org/Books.htm  These sales are my own hobby and income from sales is directed to me 
and not the Rhodesian Services Association.  However, the Association does benefit indirectly from these sales. 
 
Counter Strike From The Sky reaches up the chain of command 
Richard Wood’s book ‘Counter Strike From The Sky’ which illustrates Rhodesian counter insurgent tactics 
developed nearly forty years ago, has been read by a number of high ranking brass in the American and British 
army. Pictured below is Canadian Chief of Defence, General Walter J. Natynczyk CMM MSC CD with his copy.  
 

 
 
 
Stocks just arrived! - International Rugby Encyclopaedia by Andrew de Klerk $75  
 

 
 
Price – NZ$75 plus postage 
 
544 pages 260mm x 215mm; 200 colour and b/w photos 
Meticulously compiled, this book has been 18 years in the making.  It is the complete international rugby 
encyclopaedia that presents every single recognized international ever played (since 1871 when Scotland took on 
England); is well illustrated and structured, featuring stories on the great players to have graced the game, the great 
matches to have captivated the crowds and the great stadiums to have hosted these internationals, as well as a 
plethora of rugby trivia.  
 
There is currently no such book on the market and there hasn’t been since Chris Rhys published Guinness Rugby - 
The Records in 1987.  
 
Countries featured:  
Argentina, Australia, Canada, Cote d'Ivoire, England, Fiji, France, Georgia, Ireland, Italy, Japan, Namibia, New 
Zealand, Portugal, Rhodesia, Romania, Samoa, Scotland, South Africa, Spain, Tonga, USA, Uruguay, Zimbabwe, 
Wales. 

 
 
 



  History of the Rhodesia Regiment Book Project   
 
We have had some really interesting material come in and we welcome more. Some of the material received 
covered Sir Arthur ‘Bomber’ Harris former Marshal of the royal Air Force in WWII and bugler in the 1st Battalion 
Rhodesia Regiment in WWI. He farmed around Salisbury before WWI. Farm names Crofton Townsend and 
Gibson’s have come to light. If anyone has any information on these farms please contact us. 
 
Another gem gives us the details we had been seeking that link the Rhodesia Regiment to the 6th Hauraki Battalion 
Group via through a common alliance with various British regiments which today form The Rifles. The Hauraki 
Regiment and Rhodesia regiment share the same year of formation – 1898. In simple terms the regimental family 
tree runs like this: 
In 1914 Capt. J.B. Brady set out with a number of Rhodesians from Cape Town bound for South Hampton. A fellow 
passenger asked them where they were going. “To France” was the prompt and spirited reply to which the 
passenger identified himself as the Marquis of Winchester and explained to the keen Rhodesian warriors that it was 
not as simple as they imagined to join the war effort against Germany and that they must first join a British regiment. 
He invited them to join his regiment, the King’s Royal Rifle Corps (60th Rifles). On a more sober note, of that platoon 
that joined The King’s Royal Rifle Corps only twelve were still alive on the 11th November 1918. Thus began the 
association between the Rhodesia Regiment and The King’s Royal Rifle Corps which can be seen through various 
parts of the Rhodesia regiment uniform. 
 
The Hauraki Regiment’s first Regimental Alliance began in 1913 with the Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light 
Infantry. In 1958 the Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire Light Infantry were brigaded with The King’s Royal Rifle 
Corps. 
 
The King’s Royal Rifle Corps titles are thus: 
1755 The 62nd (Royal American) Foot 
1757 renumbered The 60th (Royal American) Foot 
1824 The 60th Duke of York’s Own Rifle Corps 
1830 The 60th King’s Royal Rifle Corps 
1881 The King’s Royal Rifle Corps 
1958 redesigned 2nd Green Jackets (The King’s Royal Rifle Corps) 
1966 redesigned 2nd Battalion The Royal Green Jackets (The King’s Royal Rifle Corps) 
1968 redesigned 2nd Battalion The Royal Green Jackets 
2007 The Rifles 
 
The current Colonel-in-Chief of The Rifles is HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh. 
 
 
Other material concerns the 1937 Coronation where we learned that that the Rhodesians were the second 
contingent of Empire troops to land in England behind the Australians. The Rhodesians, wearing their knee length 
shorts, together with the Australians had the place to themselves and it appears they had a hectic round of social 
engagements which they bravely endured and were injected with renewed vigour upon the arrival of the New 
Zealanders followed by the other Empire troops from Canada, West, East and South Africa, India, Malaya, Hong 
Kong, Somaliland, Aden, Fiji and Mauritius. It seems like they had one hell of a party but to get the full story you will 
have wait until this book is released! 
 
We look forward to your continued support, so please keep sending you material contributions through to: 
Hugh Bomford hbomford@clear.net.nz 
Chris Cocks info@30degreessouth.co.za  
 
 
The Global Forked Stick 
 
Roan Antelope Music – John Edmond www.johnedmond.co.za or email johnedmond@senco.co.za  Phone +27 
(0)14 735 0774 
“Dear Friends, Rhodies, Contrymen, 
 
Our Roan Antelope Music special for October is the CD “Friends, Rhodies, Countrymen”. This CD is one for All 
Seasons, All Reasons & All Rhodesians! This CD will take you on a musical journey on memory lane right up to 
today. 
 
For the “Northerners” – a song called Northern Boy. And remember the good old “Bushcat Band”.  And the Roan 
Rugby Club! For all the “Old timers” – Rhodie Cologne, a song that will remind you of the aromas that touched your 
nostrils in days gone by.  Also “Old Rhodie Photies” they may yellow and fade, gather dust in attics and trunks but 



the memories will outlive them with this song.  So will “Rhodesian Schooldays”. For all the Rhodies in Auz. with 
Anzac day fast approaching “Marching with the diggers” and for other old soldiers, the ever haunting “On Guard” 
and more! 
 
Our more modern “Zimbos are Rhodies” will certainly identify with this number as they all wear vellies, no matter 
where they are!  Thinking of “Another Tough Day in Africa” 
 
So no matter the reason you need to add “Friends, Rhodies, Countrymen” to your collection to do some “Zambezi 
Dreaming”. Listen and dream on “Keep your spirits high, smile away the cloudy skies…….”  
 
PS: Roan Antelope would like to congratulate all ex-Umtali High School pupils on the 100th anniversary on the 
establishment of that great school.  Celebrations of this event will be held world wide and John and Teresa have the 
honour of performing at the Pretoria branch celebrations on the 10th October. 
 
Order today – special low price SA R125, UK £15, USA $35, AUS $45, NZ $50.” 
 
Air Force Association Down Under 2009 
“Date - Sunday 8th November 2009 
Venue – Residents Facilities, the driveway after 71 St Andrews Drive, Riverlakes, Cornubia (for GPS enter 
Loganholme), Qld 4130 (site will be signed). 
Time – 11.00am to 5.00 p.m.  
Lunch – BYO BBQ or Picnic Lunch and drinks. A Gas BBQ is available on site. 
Desert, Tea & Coffee will be provided. 
Drinks – BYO. 
Dress – Comfortable. 
Cost – Free. 
Accommodation – Can be arranged. 
 
If you are coming from out of town and require a BBQ pack, this can be arranged for a cost of $10.00. RSVP by 1st 
November 2009 so that we can arrange the packs. We will require payment with your request. 
 
There is a bottle shop as you drive into the estate if you require drinks. 
 
Please note that this is a reunion for all so please pass this on to all ex Air Force personnel and their families as well 
as anyone who has an interest or has had anything to do with Air Force in all of its forms over the years. 
 
Please contact Nigel and Jenny by phone - home 07 32876264 business 07 38082224 fax 07 32080279 or email 
nigel@merlynproducts.com.au  and advise if you will be attending and also give numbers and names of friends 
going with you. 
 
We look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Nigel and Jenny Fotheringham.” 
 
Rhodesian Forces Memorial Auction  
“We are auctioning a Commemorative Silver Medallion made by Reuteler Manufacturing, Salisbury, Rhodesia which 
was kindly donated by Mike Lynton-Edwards. The plan is to run it on the same lines as we did for the Ian Smith 
photograph. Reserve price is R5000. It is a very rare collector’s piece. 
 
Auction includes: 

� Presentation box 
� Inside the box, alongside the silver medallion, the history of the Flag, Coat of Arms and Flame Lily printed in 

navy on white in script 
� Silver Medallion 35 x 55 x 4mm, weight: 62.5 grams, inscription on face - 1968-1979 (engraved); Rhodesia 

Flag on pole (embossed); Flame Lily (engraved), inscription on reverse: Voices of Rhodesia Title and lyrics 
(engraved) 

� Commemorative cloth Flag signed by Ian Douglas and Janet Smith 
 
The proceeds will go to the Rhodesian Forces Memorial which is almost complete apart from a few items i.e. 
skirting for the trailer, dditional sound loud speakers, easels for the Rolls of Honour etc. 
 
For more details or to bid, contact Carol Doughty in South Africa on 073 5235987 or email her on mha@mortimer-
harvey.co.za  
 
Bidding has started. Closing date is the 2nd November 2009.” 
 
Southern Rhodesia Defence Force 1937 to 1938 
“Hi 



I am doing some family research on an uncle who was killed in action with the Royal Scots Fusiliers shortly after the 
Normandy landings.  The British Army Records are quite good and I have discovered from them that he also 
served, prior to joining up in England, with the Southern Rhodesia Defence Force from 1937 to 1938.   
 
Is there someone who can help me with information on the SRDF over that period as I don’t fancy wandering into 
KGVI Barracks and asking them!? 
 
Best regards and thanks. 
 
Colin Lowe” 
 
Please email replies to hbomford@clear.net.nz which will be forwarded to Colin. 
 
Friends of Hwange www.friendsofhwange.org  
“Dear Hugh,  
I am a Rhodesian. My daughter Michelle Bate and I are helping my brother Dave Dell in Zimbabwe who is a Trustee 
for Hwange Wildlife. 
 
Dave has taken hundreds of wildlife photos of animals, birds and scenery over the years and now wants to use 
them to help raise money for the wildlife on the CD that has been produced. Later we hope to have canvases, 
calendars etc.  
 
Buying a “Photographs of Zimbabwe” CD, containing hundreds of truly incredible African wildlife and landscape 
photographs, generates enough money to provide essential water for approximately 400 elephants for one day. It is 
estimated that there are 20 000 elephants in Zimabwe's Hwange National Park, as well as millions of smaller 
animals. Every dollar helps to prevent these animals from suffering. 
 
To purchase one of these precious CDs for only NZ$30 contact Michelle Bate on cell +64 21 025 46156 or email 
webdesignme@gmail.com 
 
I hope your RV is a great success. 
 
Best regards 
Heather Euinton” 
 
BSAP Support Unit – Black Boots 
“Dear Hugh,  
I am in the process of recording the statistics relating to the history of the Support Unit with particular reference to 
initially establishing a comprehensive nominal roll from the date of the Support Unit’s inception.  This exercise is 
quite far down the line and we already have in excess of 460 names. 
 
It is hoped that once we have an accurate nominal roll compiled of Troop and Company statistics that this 
information could then be part of something more exciting like a book on the history of the Support Unit. 
 
Anyone interested or with information can contact me by email woanbrc@tiscali.co.za or Shaun Hodgson email 
shaun@aldesactive.co.za or Max Doret email maxdoret@bigpond.com  
 
Many thanks for your assistance  
 
Kind regards 
Barry Woan” 
 
Rhodesia Air Training Group WWII 
The article in last month’s publication generated a number of emails. Clive writes: 
“'Thanks to those who sent in additional details to me following my account in Contact! Contact! There is clearly a 
fund of missing info on R.A.T.G.  that I would like to tap into in order to provide more detail in an expanded account, 
not only for the Rhodesian Services Association but also for RNZAF Museum. 
 
If anyone out there can provide anything at all about R.A.T.G. please email tunley@orcon.net.nz  In particular there 
is a big gap concerning Mount Hampden and Cranborne.  Were there any facilities between Salisbury and Gwelo?  I 
understand there were no facilities between Salisbury and Umtali.  Was Guinea Fowl at Gatoma?  or Que Que? 
 
Cheers 
Clive Tunley” 
 
Rhodesian Prison Services 
“Hello Hugh  



I have for, the past few years, been researching the various Prison Services in Rhodesia.  The idea is to cover the 
history, medals and insignia that were issued till 1980.  I am hoping to fill the gap in current insignia and reference 
books which have very little if anything on the Prison Services. 
 
I am after any information such as articles or references in books etc. also copies of any warrants/gazettes with 
mention of Prison medals, insignia, uniforms, etc.  I am also after photographs of Prisons personnel, uniforms, 
insignia etc.  One item I am especially after is a chart or such showing the Prison rank structure (any era would be a 
start).  I would also like a good photos of any flags and top personnel. I have one of Director David Cameron and 
Chaplain Squire.  
 
If anyone has any pre 1980s ‘Who's Who in Africa’, I would be interested in a scan or photocopy any entries for 
Prison Services. I am especially interested in entries for Director Frank Patch and Henry S. Bezuidenhout.  Some of 
the Who's Who showed the structure of the Prison Service at the time as well (usually the top three guys). 
 
Any scans or photocopies of Prison Service documentation, official forms and especially anything showing a rubber 
stamp mark would be useful.  In fact anything related to any of the Prison Services will be of interest. 
 
Thank you for your assistance. 
 
Regards  
Wayne M. Kennerley (ex Bulawayo) 
Email wkennerley@yahoo.com   
The Elrays,  
Poyston Cross Haverfordwest,  
Pembrokeshire SA62 4DU,  
Wales” 
 
Viscounts Hunyani and Umniati  
“Hello Hugh,  
 
Many thanks for including my website on the Viscount Hunyani and Umniati in your newsletter.  
 
Would you please appeal for anyone with photographs or items of interest on either of the Viscount disasters to 
contact me via the website www.viscountdown.com  
 
To date I have had some very interesting responses - some with stories - others with requests to locate survivors, 
friends and family of the victims, but I understand that some survivors may not want to be contacted or their 
whereabouts disclosed.  Their wishes will be honoured but all I ask is that they let me know. 
 
I am thinking of opening a section of the website for anyone interested in updates, follow-up stories, snippets of 
information etc, that do not concern the story in my book.  
Currently I am storing all items received and will decide a course of action later. 
 
Salaams 
Keith Nell  
Email keithnell@hotmail.com  “ 
 
Discount priced wine in NZ 
Email Tony Gibbs at sales@squashedgrape.co.nz or go on line to www.squashedgrape.co.nz for some great deals 
 
Until next time - go well. 
  
Cheers 
Hugh 
 
This newsletter is compiled by Hugh Bomford, Secretary of the Rhodesian Services Association.  
It contains many personal views and comments which may not always be the views of the Association or 
Committee. 
  
If for any reason you would like to be removed from the mailing list, please send an email to 
hbomford@clear.net.nz with the word ‘remove’ in the subject line or body. 


