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Greetings, 
Another month has flashed by in which we have been kept occupied on all fronts. 
 
It was with some amusement that I heard the following conversation on Radio Sport on the Monday morning that 
followed the All Black vs Boks test in South Africa during Brendan Telfer's show. The other commentator was the 
former All Black selector Peter Thorburn: 
Telfer "That was a brave call by the South African TMO to award McCaw that try Peter" 
Thorburn "Yes indeed, I think he has gone to live in Rhodesia now" 
 
Rhodesia may have existed for less than 100 years but it certainly made a mark in history and it is about this that I 
am commenting on this month. 
 
After the memorial to Gen. Walls in Tauranga a few weeks ago I overheard two New Zealanders talking – both had 
been to Rhodesia and they commented on what kindly, hospitable and easy going people we were and how like ‘the 
old New Zealand’ we were. It is good to know that we were held in high regard and that people remember us for 
what we were. 
 
I recently attended a funeral of a mate’s mother. It was held at her ancestral marae (Maori - meeting place). During 
one of the speeches it was emphasised how important the tribal affiliations are and that it is everyone’s wish to be 
able to return to their ‘home’ when they die. 
 
I thought about this and agree that it is probably also true for us disenfranchised Africans as well. The only problem 
with us is that essentially ‘our home’ is no more and our tribe is spread all over the world. I look at it this way: 
When I left what had just become Zimbabwe I had no thoughts of turning back – Rhodesia was gone. We had to 
forge a new life or live miserably pining for Africa. Having now lived in New Zealand for more than half my life I have 
no reason to return to Zimbabwe – I have no immediate family there; our farm where I spent my whole life was sold 
in 1980 and was subsequently seized by Perence Shiri former commander of the 5th Brigade and one of Mugabe’s 
cousins who has since installed Chinese on it, I believe.  
 
I have a desire to ‘be home’ but for me this ‘home’ (outside my current residential) is found in what can only be 
described as ‘the spirit of Rhodesia’. Unlike my friend’s mother, we (those of you who share this view of mine) 
cannot hope to return home. We live with our past, but this does not make us one of the dreaded ‘when we’s’ 



because we know that the clock cannot be turned back, nor will Zimbabwe ever return to being Rhodesia. We live in 
the present and remember our roots. 
 
We live with what we once knew surviving in our heads. What we were brought up to be will always be evident to 
those around us because we portray what is now considered as old fashioned values. We should be satisfied with 
the privilege of experiencing what our forefathers struggled to build so that we could be Rhodesians who tried to 
uphold what was of value to us and now be satisfied that our spiritual home among our far flung tribe lives on.  
 
Obituaries 
Please Note that the Rhodesian Services Association holds a large Rhodesian flag for use at funerals. Please 
contact me at hbomford@clear.net.nz if required. 
 

 
 
Air Marshal Norman Walsh OLM, BCR, ESM died on 3rd August 2010 in Australia. The following obituary is 
extracted from the Daily Telegraph – thanks to the people that sent it to me and also images of the original paper 
cuttings: 
“Walsh's hopes of maintaining the long, proud tradition of the old Rhodesian Air Force under the new regime were 
dashed when a new fleet of British Hawk fighters acquired by the Zimbabwe government was blown up at base and 
his entire superstructure of white officers arrested on suspicion of sabotage.  After being jailed and tortured they 
were eventually brought to trial.  
 
Walsh was horrified by the treatment of his senior men, most of them close friends, especially when the Zimbabwe 
High Court acquitted them after a long trial only for Mugabe to order their immediate re-arrest outside the 
courtroom.  He resigned his command and moved to Australia.  
 
The RAF had a long association with Southern Rhodesia, which had provided a squadron (No. 237 Rhodesia 
Squadron) that had seen action in East Africa during the Second World War.  More than 10,000 Allied airmen, 
among them Tony Benn, were trained for war service in Southern Rhodesia from 1940 to 1945, many of them 
choosing to return to settle in the country after the war. Editor’s Note – In point of fact Rhodesia provided three 
squadrons 237, 266 and 44 as well training facilities during WWII. 
 
Norman Walsh, demonstrating what his instructors described as "a natural aptitude for flying" rose rapidly through 
the ranks in the Southern Rhodesian Air Force, becoming a pilot attack instructor and later instrument rating 
examiner.  By 1964 he was a squadron leader with No. 1 Squadron flying Hawker Hunter FGA9 ground attack 
fighters.  
 
He switched to helicopters – which he loved flying – becoming commander in 1968 of No. 7 Squadron operating 
Allouette III’s used for troop transport, casualty evacuation and battlefield support.  In an operation against an early 
guerrilla incursion from Zambia, he was awarded the Bronze Cross for conspicuous gallantry for his skilful low-level 
flying at night among the cliffs and rocky gorges of the Zambezi Valley.  
 
The guerrillas had established themselves in a deep gorge and engaged the Rhodesian security forces with heavy 
automatic fire, machine guns and bazookas.  Walsh provided close support from his helicopter and, under heavy 
fire, landed in broken terrain to rescue a wounded soldier.  
 
While never happier than when behind the controls of an aircraft, Walsh also showed great ability in administration 
and planning.  He was promoted wing commander, and then, as the bush war against nationalist guerrillas 
intensified, to group captain on the Joint Planning Staff.  
 
The Rhodesian Air Force played a key role in the bush war, adapting most of its ageing fleet of aircraft, including 
Canberra bombers and Dakota transports, to be deployed in tracking and attacking the elusive groups of insurgents 
operating from within the depths of the African bush.  Walsh, by now an Air Commodore and a director general in 
the Joint Operations Command, was instrumental in organising and maintaining the fighting capability of the "blue 
jobs" – as air force personnel were affectionately known.  
 
With his friend Lieutenant General Peter Walls, the officer commanding the entire counter-insurgency, he would 
often take to the air in the Command Dakota to oversee operations from low-level in Rhodesia and neighbouring 
Mozambique, despite the growing threat from Sam-7 ground-to-air missiles which the Soviet Union had supplied to 
the guerrilla forces.  
 
When Robert Mugabe came to power in 1980, Walsh was surprised to be offered the command of the newly-named 
Zimbabwe Air Force.  He readily accepted, however, as he hoped to maintain the high standards of the Rhodesian 
Air Force, especially with the promise of new aircraft.  He was also keen to recruit and encourage new talent from 
within the ranks of the former guerrilla fighters.  
 



He was initially rewarded with the acquisition of the first of eight British BAE Hawk jet trainer aircraft, then the latest 
of its type, which was to replace the ageing Hunters of No. 1 Squadron at Thornhill, the main air force base near 
Gwelo (Gweru) in the Rhodesian Midlands.  Walsh personally led the British Aerospace ferry team which flew the 
new aircraft from Britain.  
 
On a quiet night in July 1982, just 10 days after the Hawks had arrived, saboteurs cut through the perimeter wire of 
the Thornhill base, made their way to the hangar where the aircraft were stored and placed bombs with timing 
devices in the engines.  Bombs were also planted in eight Hunters and a Cessna aircraft parked on the apron 
outside.  
 
By the time the saboteurs had disappeared into the darkness a series of explosions followed by a massive fire 
destroyed the hopes and dreams of the new Zimbabwe Air Force.  
 
All the evidence pointed to an expert operation by Special Forces, almost certainly from South Africa – which was 
not keen to have a potentially hostile black government on its borders with an air force equipped with modern jets. 
Mugabe's fury, however, was directed at the senior white officers who, like Walsh, had in fact remained in service 
specifically to build a proud new air force.  
 
One by one, they were rounded up by operatives from the sinister Central Intelligence Organisation, taken to 
remote spots and tortured and beaten into "confessing" to sabotaging their own air force.  They included Walsh's 
close friend and deputy, Air Vice-Marshal Hugh Slatter, Air Commodore Philip Pile (who had been instrumental in 
organising the purchase of the Hawks), and two wing commanders.  
 
It took nearly a year of international pressure before the men emerged from their ordeal and were finally brought to 
trial in the High Court in Salisbury.  After a protracted hearing, they were all acquitted – but immediately rearrested 
by CIO men outside the courtroom and held for weeks more before being released and deported following an 
international outcry.  
 
The episode helped destroy the confidence remaining whites had held in the new regime and thousands fled the 
country. Norman Walsh was bitterly disillusioned and chose the first opportunity he could find to resign his 
command. He left the country shortly afterwards and emigrated with his family to Australia.  
 
Norman Walsh died at his home in Queensland on August 3 of an illness exacerbated by an old rugby injury.  He is 
survived by his wife, Merilyn, and a son and a daughter.” 
 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ronald Francis Reid-Daly CLM, DMM, MBE died on 9th August 2010 at his home in 
Simon’stown, South Africa.  
 
Jeremy Strong former 2IC of the Selous Scouts kindly wrote the following obituary at my request. The picture below 
was supplied by Jonathan Pittaway. 
 



 
 
Ron Reid-Daly or "Uncle Ron" as he was affectionately known amongst his men, was a larger-than-life soldier.  A 
controversial figure, he was not afraid of making his feelings known - no matter the audience. This often met with 
dire consequences, such as his eventual resignation from the army. But to all those who served under him and 
indeed, to many of his brother officers, he was an inspiring and charismatic leader who had a unique sense of 
humour mixed with a degree of mischievousness that endeared him to all. 
 
Ron Reid-Daly was born on the 22nd September 1928 in Salisbury, Rhodesia. He attended Alan Wilson High School 
before joining the Post Office as a telephone technician, intent on making this his career. In 1951 with the advent of 
the Malayan campaign and a call for volunteers to join C Squadron, the Malayan Scouts, (later to become C 
Squadron SAS) he signed up.  For the next two years he was deployed on operations under the command of 
Captain Peter Walls, with whom he struck up a long-standing friendship. Returning to Rhodesia and now a member 
of the Southern Rhodesian Staff Corps, he was selected to attend an army drill instructors course at the Guards 
Depot, Pirbright in England, passing with an A + grade.  Reid-Daly rose rapidly through the ranks, and in 1962 was 
appointed the first RSM of No 1 Training Unit (the embryo of the Rhodesian Light Infantry) under command of Lt. 
Col. John Salt. Subsequent Commanding Officers with whom he served were Reg Edwards and then Peter Walls.  
 
It was here that Reid-Daly came into his own, where his firm hand and disciplinary measures made him known 
throughout the army. The Regiment blossomed with Reid-Daly becoming somewhat of a legend.  For his work and 
dedication to duty he was awarded the MBE (Member of the British Empire).  
 
He was a first class rugby coach. Encouraging a running style of play, he ensured that the RLI and later the Forces 
rugby teams were amongst the top sides in the country. 
 
Reid-Daly was commissioned in 1965 and became the Regimental Training Officer attaining the rank of Captain in 
1970.  During this time he showed his keenness to be deployed on operations, especially as the bush war was 
escalating in Rhodesia. In addition he was often deployed on attachment to the Portuguese Forces in Mozambique. 
 
He retired from the Army in 1973 but Gen. Walls recalled him tasking him to form a new tracking unit - to be named 
the Selous Scouts.  This unit was to also operate in a pseudo-terrorist role modelled on that effectively used by the 
British Army during the Mau Mau campaign in Kenya.  The Selous Scouts selection course was amongst the 
toughest in the world. The unit quickly grew in size and in their intelligence gathering role, became responsible for 
over 70% of the enemy killed. Under Reid-Daly's leadership, the unit took part in many external operations into 
neighbouring territories, reaching as far north as Tanzania.  Historically, Special Forces do not endear themselves 
to the conventional army officer. The Selous Scouts, and in particular Reid-Daly, were no exception. They were 
often seen as favoured by the Army Commander over those units of a regular nature. 
 
In 1975 Reid-Daly was awarded the DMM (Defence Force Medal for Meritorious Service) and subsequently 
appointed CLM (Commander of the Legion of Merit).  
 



In 1978 a listening device was discovered tapping Reid-Daly's telephone. He accused the then Army Commander 
as being responsible for ordering its installation. This resulted in Reid-Daly's court martial (charged with 
insubordination) and his subsequent resignation from the army.  
 
On his emigration to South Africa he was approached by the Transkei Government, tasked with training the officers 
and men of the "newly-independent homeland".  Reid-Daly recruited many of the ex Selous Scouts as part of his 
training team.  In 1988 the Transkei army's Chief of Staff led a coup to oust Reid-Daly and his men.  He spent two 
nights in jail whereupon he and his unit were given twelve hours to leave the country.  Reid-Daly then settled in 
Johannesburg where he worked for Chubb Safes as a security advisor before retiring to the Cape.  He built a home 
in Simon’stown from where he wrote a number of books - the best known entitled "Selous Scouts - Top Secret 
War". 
 
During his retirement he travelled widely, speaking at various functions especially to the BSAP and Special Branch 
members whom he held in high regard and with whom he had worked closely during the war.  He became patron of 
both the RLI and Selous Scouts Associations.  He was, throughout his life, proud of what he achieved, proud of 
what he fought for and immensely proud of being a Rhodesian.  Ron Reid-Daly was not just a Selous Scout - he 
was the Selous Scouts! 
 
After a long fight against cancer, Reid-Daly died at home on the 9th August 2010 aged 81 years.  He married Jeanie 
Parker who had pre-deceased him and is survived by his son, David, and daughter Glenda. 
 
 
Chas Lotter, who Reid-Daly called “the poet chappie” sent this requiem in: 
 

Requiem for the Colonel 
 
A slow, sad wind mourns your passing,  
Winds its lonely notes around me  
As I stand the last watch  
By your grave. 
 
The dry, brittle leaves stir, swirl slowly, round  
Your last resting place. 
Bare autumn trees quiver  
In parodied grief  
As if nature itself  
Shares my loss. 
 
The Colonel is gone. 
And a corner of me  
Which was filled  
By his vibrant charisma  
Is empty and dull and gray  
And dead. 
 
Chas Lotter 2010 
 
Below is the programme for the memorial service programme held at the Kelvin Grove Club, Newlands, South 
Africa on the 20th August which Neill Jackson sent in. 
 



 
 

    
 



 
 
 

The service 
 



    

 
 

Rhodesian Roll of Honour – Combined Forces 1966 – 1981 
There is a project currently under way to compile a more detailed Roll of Honour than is currently available covering 
the period 1966–1981 for all branches of the services. It is a work in progress by a number of dedicated Rhodesians 
led by Adrian Haggett and Gerry van Tonder.  You are welcome to view the document, ask questions and contribute 
information of any sort to help to keep building upon the accuracy of this record. Legible pictures of head stones, 
Rolls of Honour etc are of particular help in addition to the input from friends, family and loved ones. 
 
It is available to view from a link on our Memorial page at http://www.rhodesianservices.org/Memorial.htm  
 
This roll is not a commercial venture, it is being done to preserve accurate records for the future and everyone is 
invited to participate. 
 
Email details below: 

� Adrian Haggett adrian@skiphire.co.bw   
� Gerry van Tonder g.van-tonder@sky.com  

 
Off The Radar  
No entries this month – excellent! Please remember to let me know if you are changing your email address. 
 
October RV - Labour Weekend 22nd to 24th October 2010  
We are gearing up for the next RV. This is our ninth year – not a bad effort! The first RV was held at the 6th Battalion 
(Hauraki) Group's HQ in Tauranga in 2002 over the Labour Weekend public holiday in October.  It was envisaged 
as a one off affair in order to show respect to those who had been decorated for their bravery and service to 
Rhodesia. 
 
The (then) Commanding Officer, Lt. Col. John Dick ED, was most complimentary of our efforts and the kind of spirit 
that we represented.  He paid us a great compliment by insisting that as soldiers, we should have the opportunity to 
be able to keep safe the record of our country.  He invited us to form a museum display in the Garrison Club 
adjacent to the unit's history room. 
 
A display was set up with funding and contribution from all over the world.  The display was officially opened in April 
2003 during a visit to New Zealand by Lt. Gen. Peter Walls GLM DCD MBE. 



 
That first RV was so successful that it has been held every year since. 
 
The RV tickets are now available – please email me for bank details. 
Adult $35 which covers: 

• $10 annual membership of the Rhodesian Services Association Incorporated 
• 2010 Lapel pin 
• Venue hire 
• Braai on Saturday 
• Admin, postage etc  

 
Under 12 year old $10 which covers: 

• Braai on Saturday 
• Venue hire 
• Admin, postage etc.  

 
Please Note: 

• Ticket money is non refundable.  
• Should the under 12 year old require a Lapel Pin please add $10.  
• Should the under 12 year old wish to be a financial member of the Association, please add $10. 

 
Annual Auction 
Our auction is always a feature of the RV. Steve Geach will once again preside over it. We need items of quality, so 
if you have something to donate please contact me. Business owners – we have a number of pledges for goods 
and services coming in. For example: motor vehicle repairers have donated vouchers for WOF checks – perhaps 
we can have more of these kind of items – it is good advertising and you may pick up long term customers from it. 
 
Most Important: 
Please pre-book and pay for your RV tickets well in advance. We run this event on a non profit basis which means 
that we do not have much leeway with our budget. We have to buy all our food in advance and while we can cope 
with the occasional last minute arrival, we would not want to be short of food so please be considerate and get 
yourselves organised. 
 
This function is on NZ Defence Force property and for reasons of security all tickets must be pre-purchased and 
brought to the function on Saturday 23rd October 2010. 
 
Accommodation in Tauranga can be hard to find so I recommend that you book in advance or find friends to stay 
with. 
 
It takes a lot of organising to make the RV run smoothly and those of us doing the organising would like to have the 
opportunity to relax and enjoy ourselves on the day as well. This is best achieved by everything being done in a 
timely and orderly manner to ensure the smooth running of the event. Thank you. 
 

 
Weekend Schedule 

 
Friday 22nd October 2010 
The Garrison Club is open from 4pm. We will have hot food for sale from around 5.30pm with proceeds being 
donated to the Hauraki Museum. It is a good chance to socialise with friends and meet new people. We will have 
various audio and visual displays on the big screen for your entertainment during the evening.  From 7pm we will 
show some Rhodesian related material. 
 
Saturday 23rd October 2010 
Golf Tournament – players meet at Memorial Park (opposite the 6th Battalion (Hauraki) Group Hall) at 9.00am to 
proceed to the course.  Green Fee is $20.  Please ensure that you advise your intention to play as catering is 
involved for this event.  Contact Greg O'Carroll on 027 268 0374 and/or email him at zalonyika@hotmail.com  
 
RV Registration - from 2:00pm assemble at the 6th Battalion (Hauraki) Group Hall which is just inside the main gate 
to complete registration details. There is a bit to do and it is also a good opportunity for a catch up with your friends 
before the welcome. 
 
Welcome at 3:00pm sharp.  We will receive a welcome from Lt. Col. Julian Sewell, Commanding Officer of the 6th 
Battalion (Hauraki) Group.  Following our reply, the Garrison Club will be open. 
 
During the course of the afternoon there will be a raffle and an auction to raise funds for our Association. This is 
followed by the braai. The bar stays open as long as required.  Remember there are no EFTPOS facilities. 
 



Sunday 25th October 2010 
Your assistance to clear up the Garrison Club at 10am would be much appreciated. 
 
AGM will be at the Classic Flyers Museum, Jean Batten Drive, Mount Maunganui in the Boeing Room. Assemble at 
venue from 11am. AGM starts at 11.30am which will be followed by a braai lunch and socialising. The Classic 
Flyers has a licensed bar. 
 
Cover charge is $12 per person payable on the day.  This covers you for: 

• Entry in the draw for the first prize which is a flight for two people on the AG-CAT biplane valued at $325.00; 
• Entry in the draw for the second prize which is a flight for one person in the Russian Yak trainer sponsored 

and flown by Mike O’Rourke valued at $300 
• Venue hire; tea, coffee etc 
• Lunch 
• Entry to the Classic Flyers and Tauranga Military Collection museums (normal museum entry is $10). 
• The Lions Den will also be open to view.  

 
 
Rhodesian Services Association news 
Membership subscriptions 
For those of you not able to attend the RV, your annual subscriptions are due on the 1st October 2010. At the last 
AGM it was agreed that the subs for 2010/11 would be NZ$10 for the 2010 – 2011 financial year. 
 
For overseas members we can bill you on PayPal or you can send your subs to our PayPal registered address 
thecqstore@rhodesianservices.org or you can send a personal cheque (except for South African residents as our 
bank will not accept SA cheques – so we are able to make an arrangement – email me for details). NZ residents 
email me and I will send you our bank account details if required alternately, a cheque to Rhodesian Services 
Association, PO Box 13003, Tauranga 3141. 
 
Current financial membership is 138 with about 8 paid up for 2010/11 so far.  
 
Only those who are financial for 2010/11 will be eligible for attendance at the AGM on 24th October 2010, election to 
the committee and have voting rights at the AGM.  
 
Fundraising Food Stall 
For the last twelve or more years a group of enthusiasts has run the Tauranga Arms and Militaria Fair which sees 
people from all over New Zealand set up tables with displays and items for sale. It is always well attended by the 
public.  
 
Last year we were invited to set up a food stall to raise funds for our Assn. Readers may recall our report; helpers 
will definitely recall the weekend - it was wet, very wet and cold.  
 
This year the show organisers arranged for some framing to be made so that we could better position ourselves 
and cover our area. Thank goodness they did because when Tony, Colin and I were setting up on the Friday it was 
miserable – wet and windy and the forecast was as bleak as my mood. Fortunately the weather did improve over 
Saturday and Sunday was unexpectedly fine. Serving up Kiwi sausages, wors, cans of drink and coffee we made 
around $550 with thanks to the following people who gave up their time, work, other engagements, and not 
forgetting some who travelled from Rotorua and Hamilton: 

� Andy Burness  
� Colin Logie 
� Dale Watson  
� Diana Bomford  
� Greg O'Carroll  
� Grunter Robertson 
� Hugh Bomford 
� Kim Webster  
� Lila Griffits  
� Percy Purcell 
� Ray Mushett  
� Steve Kennedy 
� Terri Logie 
� Tinka Mushett  
� Tony Griffits  

 
Many thanks folks – sterling work. I hope that you can help again next year. 
 
Here are some photos that I took when we were not busy. 
 



 
At the back in our smart Lion & Tusk aprons* L-R Dale Watson, Andy Burness, Diana Bomford 

 
* Lion & Tusk embroidered aprons are available though the CQ Store 

 

 
L-R Colin Logie, Dale Watson, Ray Mushett, Tinka Mushett, a customer, Grunter Robertson. 

 
 
Peter van Hoffen Calendar  
One of our Auckland members, Ted Preston, lent me a calendar that his good friend Peter van Hoffen published in 
1980. Peter died many years ago and his widow Myfanwy (who was in the BSAP A Reserve) lives in Auckland, New 
Zealand. Peter was an engineer by profession and also a very talented water-colour artist, specialising in 
landscapes.  During his spare time whilst on call-ups with the Police Reserve, Peter painted a number of scenes 
which he incorporated in a calendar.  Published in 1980 and coinciding with Independence, the timing was obviously 
inopportune and sales were not good. 
 
Over the next few months we will include Peter’s illustrations in Contact! Contact!  Our thanks to Ted and 
Myfanwy. 
 



 
Radio hut and canteen - Repulse 

 
 

General Walls Memorial Services 
Garrison Club, 6th Battalion (Hauraki) Group HQ 13th August 2010 
In attendance were a mixed group of Rhodesians and New Zealanders. The evening began by showing a DVD of 
the RLI’s 49th Anniversary Reunion in Durban, South Africa last year. The DVD was halted at the beginning of Gen. 
Walls’ speech. 
 
The ceremony proceeded with Hugh Bomford’s speech based on last month’s obituary for Gen. Walls published in 
Contact! Contact!  In view of the recent deaths of prominent Rhodesians – John Morkel, Norman Walsh and Ron 
Reid-Daly, these men were also remembered in the proceedings.  
 
This was followed by a speech from Brian Balme who served under (then Acting Major) Peter Walls, in Malaya. 
Brian told of how he had gone to Rhodesia and found himself unemployed so he volunteered for service in Malaya. 
Captain Walls interviewed all the volunteers personally and “he must have liked something about me” recalls Brian 
“because I was selected”. Brian remembered being reprimanded by Major Walls for taking too long over a smoke 
break while on patrol. He said that Walls always acted in a very professional manner and that he had the greatest 
respect for him. Brian also spoke of his respect and liking of Ron Reid-Daly who was a Sgt. at the time in Malaya. 
Brian returned to farm in Rhodesia near Marandellas and later returned to New Zealand where he now lives in 
retirement. 
 
Following Brian, Ray Craft, Piper for the 6th Battalion (Hauraki) Regimental Association played the traditional military 
lament, Flowers Of The Forest.  
 
Des Anderson, Hauraki Assn. President then recited the Ode To The Fallen by Laurence Binyon: 
They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old. 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning. 
We will remember them 
 
Tony Fraser then unveiled a well kept secret - a bottle of whisky left behind by Gen. Walls from his visit to the 
Garrison Club in 2003 - this was shared among those present. 
 
Gen Walls’ speech to the RLI on the DVD was then resumed wherein he gave his principal reasons for calling off 
Operation Quartz - the operation planned to remove the main players and alter the course of the election result that 
saw Mugabe gain power. 



 
We are most grateful for the support and friendship extended to us by the Haurakis – Kia Kaha (Maori – translates 
to be strong) to you all. 
 
Highlands Presbyterian Church, Harare, Zimbabwe 17th August 2010 
From Colin Riddell: 
“This afternoon a small memorial service was held for Gen. Walls. Val Annandale (Peter's daughter) and her family 
were in attendance along with about forty other people amongst who were representatives from many infantry units 
(including four of us from the Squadron) and the Air Force. Generals Sandy Mclean and John Hickman were also 
there. 
 
We had a lone piper from St. John’s High School playing Amazing Grace, which was very well done with not a note 
out of tune! 
 
All in all a satisfactory send off. 
Colin Riddell.” 
 
 
This cartoon from Vic Mackenzie is a tribute to three of Rhodesia’s finest sons. 
 

 
 
Unveiling of the British South Africa Police Memorial at the National Arboretum, England. 
Winston Hart kindly supplied the UK Outpost, Issue 75, from which this piece below is extracted. Several of us in 
New Zealand were witness to the great effort and skilled work put in by Winston Hart who sculpted then had cast in 
bronze in relief the four panels that are on the Memorial. It was painstaking work which Winston chipped away at 
over about eighteen months I think it was – it seemed forever to those of us dropping in for a cup of tea from time to 
time! 
 
These photos from the BSAP site. 
 



 
L-R Robin Harvey, Peter Dewe and Winston Hart stand in front of the Memorial with one of Winston’s 

bronze panels in the background.  
 

 
One of the other panels sculpted by Winston Hart 

 
More pictures of the event and the Memorial can be seen at 
http://www.bsap.org/bsapgallery/main.php?g2_itemId=2412  
 
The Final Parade by 5662 Barry Henson 
“On Sunday 25th July, two coaches and lots of cars took people over to the National Memorial Arboretum in 
Staffordshire for the Unveiling and Dedication of the BSA Police Memorial. Lots more people came in from other 
parts of the country.  Again, no exact number as the registrations, which reflected almost 300, were incomplete.  I 
reckon there were at least 350, probably more. The weather was ideal and the light buffet reception gave time for 
socialising before ‘Fall In’ was sounded.  A good 100 or more fell in and 4777 Tackie Macintosh showed that the 
years had not diminished his drill voice. 
 
Off we marched to the Memorial, about 250 yards away, to a recording of Kum a Kye by the BSAP Band – played at 
almost double time!! It was a beautiful ceremony and quite a few tears were shed. 
 
Chairman 6905 Peter Phillips gave the welcoming address and Lord Walker, Patron of the BSAP Trust and son of 
the late 3989 Col. W.D.H. Walker, performed the Unveiling. 4600 Rev. Terry Mesley-Spong CLI performed the 
dedication and also blessed the Roll of Honour (a beautifully leather-bound volume which was later ‘laid up’ in the 
chapel).  Our last Commissioner 3939 Peter Allum gave a short address and the formalities ended with a reading of 
5483 Dave Blacker’s poem ‘The Regiment’. 
 
At the end of the ceremony the Parade formed up and for the very last time, the order ‘British South Africa Police 
Dismiss’ was given. The parade ‘right turned’ marched three paces and broke away to the Regimental march, Kum 
a Kye.  More tears! 



 
The Memorial is based on the ‘Blatherwick Memorial’ and is beautifully crafted out of Cotswold Stone. The four 
commemorative plaques, one on each side, were sculpted by 5872 Winston Hart and respectively depict the Force 
crest, a mounted trooper, the civil roles and the military roles of the BSAP over the years.  Photographs of these will 
appear in the Outpost and on line. 
 
A beautiful souvenir programme produced by our Associate Member Sandi Henson, was handed out to those 
present. Copies will be forwarded with the Winter Outpost to those who were not able to attend.  Other copies will 
be sent to the Honorary Secretaries of Branches worldwide. A DVD of the occasion is being prepared which we 
hope to distribute with the Winter Outpost in November and also send to other Branches.  No charge is being made 
for the programme or DVD but donations to the Memorial Fund will be welcome.  Please send cheques to UK 
Branch Treasurer, 10 Hisman's Field, Bishop's Cleeve, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire.GL52 8LQ. or by PayPal to 
bsapukpaypal@bsap.org  
 
General opinion was that it really was ‘A Weekend to Remember’ and members were proud to say “I was there”.” 
 
Regimental Rumours by ‘Stompie’ 
Hello troopers 
I trust that none of you have been caught doing naughty things – sorry yes one of you was caught ‘in flagrante 
delicto’ or should that be ‘in flight’, or almost in flight anyway, complete with a sock full of falcon eggs…….“They are 
chicken eggs that I bought in Tescos in case I got hungry on the flight to Dubai constable” ……… “falcon eggs? Oh 
really – you don’t say. I did think they were a wee bit small, best I go and get a refund hey” …….“What! under 
arrest?!!, who me?!!” ………..”but I was in the Rhodesian SAS constable”… 
 
This was probably something of what took place at Birmingham Airport recently when one Jeffrey Lendrum got 
busted with fourteen falcon eggs on his person. He was subsequently sentenced to thirty months in the box for his 
troubles. Apparently the remaining raptor (that is birds of prey for you non bird fundis – eagles etc. for the even less 
well read) population in Zimbabwe are breathing a collective sigh of relief that they will be unmolested for the 
duration of Lendrum’s sentence.  
 
Your faithful correspondent was recently sent newspaper cuttings reporting that in October 1984 Jeffrey Lendrum 
and his father Adrian Lendrum from Bulawayo (well, you would expect Matabeles to be less than law abiding 
wouldn’t you?) were convicted of similar offences in Zimbabwe and given fines and suspended jail sentences.  
 
Noting that Lendrum would have been just seventeen if he had served in the SAS it is with some scepticism that his 
claim is viewed. Wishing no disrespect and in the best possible taste, one wag suggested to me that if this alleged 
SAS bad egg had been in the RLI he would have been more cunning and not been caught – on the other hand if he 
had been a Selous Scout, he would have simply eaten the eggs, perhaps garnished with a recent spot of road kill 
and not bothered carting them to Dubai. What is very clear is that Lendrum does not read my column, nor heed my 
advice – be good or don’t get caught! 
 
Perhaps Mr Lendrum is related to Tugger or Tosser whose next episode is laid out before you below……… 
 

 
Gena Wena Hostelry 

Ankle-Dawn  
Charter District  

Mashonaland Territory 
 
 
30th March, 1983  
 
Viscount Ethelred of Slouch, Lt. Jasper Sidebottom  
The Duckwater Arms Tent  
F.C. Selous' Camp  
Esigodini Matabeleland  
 
 
What-ho Tugs, me old hearty! 
 
In spite of my once-again more than dire pecuniary circumstances, I am temporarily of hale spirit, due to the 
contents of your recent missive of 14th February inst.  This Melina Rorke indeed appears to be a lady with a 
modicum of spunk, and some breeding - the rarest of commodities in frontier territories, I might add.  That she was 
attracted to you at the outset is unsurprising; I would urge you to court her with your customary vigour as she is 
quite clearly a 'keeper', in spite of the fact that she has obviously been poisoned in her opinion of you by those cads 
Colenbrander, Selous, Baines et al.  After all, dear boy, it's a blatant matter of fact that your military prowess has 



created something of an enviable reputation that is proving burdensome to you, for there will always be little men 
who harbour jealousies and who seek to demean you at any given opportunity. 
 
As for myself, I at last find myself in the land of Eldorado or, more precisely, the village of Ankle-Dawn, spelt 
Enkeldoorn by the Dutch cretins who first settled here, in the Charter District, some 100 miles south of Fort 
Salisbury. I shan't bore you with the tedious details as to why we didn't quite reach our intended destination of Fort 
Salisbury, other than to say, sotto voce, that our travelling companion, the once-vaunted Rudyard Kipling - that 12th 
man of poets slandered me in the most vilest manner on some spurious charge of cheating at cards; so much so 
that the British South Africa Company Police Member-In-Charge for Ankle-Dawn, one Trooper Maurice Dépôt 
(formerly Légionnaire Dépôt), clapped me in irons and tossed me into a dank cell teeming with Wogs, several ne'er-
do-wells of Mediterranean extraction and an Indian merchant by the name of Coolie Roger. A frightful experience it 
was too, degrading in the extreme for an aristocrat such as myself - and made all the more unpleasant by the fact 
that our chum Kippers was probably languishing in the famous Queen's Hotel in Fort Salisbury's Pioneer Street, no 
doubt sipping on pink gins paid for with his ill-gotten gains, namely my table winnings which were studiously 
accumulated through my shrewd utilisation of Pater's remittance.  
 
Naturally, I shall be obliged to call out Mr. Kipling when I finally reach Fort Salisbury, but I shall dispatch him to the 
Hereafter only once he has satisfactorily explained his treachery. Pray tell, Rudders, how you came to be in 
Mashonaland? Is it not because you availed yourself of Willoughby-Scorn's kindness and generosity? Was it not 
Willoughby-Scorn's wagon and team of sixteen that transported you through the barren wilderness of the Northern 
Transvaal and across the mighty Limpopo?  (It was at Klip Drift on the Limpopo that Freddy, fresh from the boards 
of The Molly Music Hall and drunk with Shakespearian sense of occasion, uttered "Oh … the great, grey-green, 
greasy Limpopo River, all set about with fever trees …," before dashing a bottle of Moët et Chandon on the rocks, 
flinging his Macassar-soiled scarf into the swirling waters and breaking into paroxysms of dramatic sobs - while the 
rat Kipling furiously scribbled something in his note book. Most peculiar.) And further, Mr. Kipling, was it not 
Willoughby-Scorn's wagon and team of sixteen that safely transported you through the disease-ravaged, warrior-
infested Low Veldt country to Providential Pass and onto the sweet high lands of the Mashona Plateau; through Fort 
Victoria and into the Charter District?  
 
I digress. Back to the dank cell and the longest night of nights, impregnated with the basest of human indignities a 
man can imagine. One day I shall seek out a six-foot-six black brute by the name of Hannibal, whose all-night 
incantation of "Mena funa wena, bwana" - some queer lingo called Fanny Galore - filled me with the terror of Hades. 
At dawn Hannibal managed to escape, as did I, when Dépôt's askari accepted a consideration of a ha'penny from 
the Coolie Roger (who asked the askari for a farthing's change), and left the cell door ajar.  Word reaches me that 
Hannibal is seeking to enlist with a Matabele Impi which is mobilizing for war in the Esigodini District.  So keep your 
eyes peeled, old boy; you may yet cross cutlasses with the blackguard. 
 
Freddy de la Douche was, of course, by now in a state of hysteria; he was, until the eruption of the dawn fracas, 
unaware of my incarceration, being otherwise engaged with a Mashona maiden in the scullery of the Gena Wena 
Hostelry, the local louse-pit where he had taken lodgings. It was only after Dépôt had sounded the alarm that the 
situation revealed itself to the distraught Freddy when he espied the Coolie and myself seeking refuge from the long 
arm of the law under a horse trough behind the Zeederberg Stables. His shriek of relief unfortunately alerted Dépôt 
who pounced in a flash, collaring both me and Roger with a triumphant: "Venez ici, mon petit chou à la crème; votre 
derrière est à moi!" The game was up and it took some persistent persuasion by Coolie Roger, in the form of a case 
of Rum, to convince the Légionnaire to release us under our own cognisance, to appear before the District 
Magistrate in three weeks time when the Circuit Court will be in session.  (Apparently the Beak is not averse to an 
occasional dram himself, and is usually four sheets to the wind in court, so we are not overly concerned as to the 
outcome. Being a man of some standing, British justice will naturally take my side.) 
 
Yet my travails had barely begun. Fate soon transpired against Freddy, and by extension, me, with the appearance 
later that day of the glowering Sabuku Kaguvi, the local Shona chieftain, with several armed warriors in tow.  With 
the BSAC troopers out of town, in hot pursuit - vainly so - of the renegade Hannibal, the Sabuku was able to assail 
the Gena Wena Hostelry without fear of reprisal. Brushing aside the gaffer's protestations, the war party stormed 
inside, to reappear minutes later with a cowering Freddy being prodded at spear-point in a manner unbefitting an 
English gentleman.  In a flash, a mob of savages appeared from nowhere, baying for what appeared to be Freddy's 
blood. I could see a rather unsavoury brouhaha developing, so, brandishing my Martini-Henry, I forced a passage 
through the heaving black mass to confront the war party. In spite of the howling mob, Freddy's pathetic squealing 
and the Sabuku's gibberish, I was able to establish that the Sabuku was demanding financial recompense of Freddy 
for deflowering his daughter, the aforementioned Mashona maiden.  In native tradition, this 'bride price' is known as 
Lobola and is usually paid in the form of cattle or, for less attractive girls, in goats.  
 
The deflowered maiden, Kunaka, was then dragged forward by the warriors and thrown in the dust at my feet, a 
pitiful wretch if ever there was.  Kunaka, I have since learnt, is Shona for Beauty, yet this heaving, sobbing hulk of 
womanhood, or something-hood, at my feet, with pendulous breasts bulkier than a despatch rider's saddlebags at 
the outset of his journey, the close-set eyes of a weasel, and gird only in a partially cured, moth-eaten goatskin 
loincloth, was the very antithesis of beauty.  I took one look at this unattractive apparition and promptly offered the 
Sabuku two goats as final settlement.  
 



"Hapana mbudzi, mombe chete!" the Sabuku angrily retorted, which I correctly interpreted as "No goats, only cattle!" 
After much haggling and with a combination of sign language, gesticulations and pidgin Fanny Galore, I made what 
I felt was a more than generous final offer of two cows and six goats.  At this the Sabuku spat at my feet, drew the 
blade of his spear across Freddy's throat, a fraction of an inch from Freddy's furiously bobbing Adam's apple and 
intimated emphatically that he would not accept less than ten cows. Alarmed, I resigned myself to the fact that 
further negotiations were futile, if only for Freddy's future well-being, and peremptorily acceded to the savage's 
demands.  
 
I have, graciously I'm advised, been given 'seven sunrises' to produce the agreed-upon Lobola, failing which 
Freddy's head will be severed from his body.  This leaves me in an unfortunate conundrum: with that rat Kipling 
having absconded with my wagon and any chattels of value, and with the next remittance from Pater only due in a 
fortnight, I am temporarily bereft of means with which to purchase the required cattle. Unless an Act of Divinity 
manifests itself, I shall be obliged to avail myself of a loan from Coolie Roger's cousin, Baboo Naidoo, the local 
usurer.  There is also the additional issue that there is a scarcity of cattle in the region due to the onset of 
Rinderpest. I fear the next few days will be fraught with distress, but I am optimistic that in subsequent 
correspondence with you, circumstances will perhaps have reversed themselves and I shall be signing off with a 
happier disposition. 
 
Aye yours,  
Tosser 
 

 
Below is the record of Tugger’s elephant hunt with Selous that was left out of last month’s column. If you need to 
refresh your memory of the story you can look up last month’s newsletter on the website as advertised right up at 
the top of this one. 
 

 
L-R Thomas Baines, Melina Rorke, Lt. Jasper Sidebottom, Trooper de Klerk, Frederick Courtney Selous 

 
 
Until next time – be good or if you can’t – don’t get caught, 
 



 
 
 
Grunter’s Good Oil 
Greetings everyone, 
It has been a very sad couple of months lately with the passing of quite a few Rhodesian stalwarts from all walks of 
life. I suppose it just goes to show that they were human after all.  In their heyday they seemed invincible - General 
Peter Walls and Lt. Col. Ron Reid Daly were certainly larger than life and two of Rhodesia's finest sons.  My sincere 
condolences go to George Walls and the whole Walls and Reid-Daly families.  They were legends held in very high 
regard by all of us and their passing touched every one of us scattered all over the world. 
 
Anyone who was involved with Swimming or Water Polo in Rhodesia would have known Frank Parrington, who 
sadly also passed away recently.  His coaching and dedication was legendry. He touched a great many lives with 
his guidance.  I received these words from his son Dave Parrington: 
"Hi Grunter,  
Sadly, I'm letting you know of my Dad, Frank's passing on July 13th this year in Harare at the home of Glen and 
Pippa Byrom.  I was able to get there in time to spend a few of his last hours with him. As you know he was a 
legendary Swimming Coach for many years in Rhodesia, S.A. and again in Zimbabwe coaching many of the greats 
over the years, not to mention some years coaching water polo.  Both your Dad and your uncle Preston were 
coached by him in their Mabelreign days before moving over to Old Hararians water polo club.   
 
The funeral and service was held at Chisipite Senior Girls Chapel on Sunday July 18th where I was able to catch up 
and chat with your uncle Bert.  I have also received incredible words of condolence from both your Dad and 
Preston.   
Thanks,  
Dave Parrington" 
 
Many thanks Dave and our deepest condolences go out to you and your families.  I think your Dad’s picture was in 
every Water Polo and Swimming photo on the walls of my Dad’s bar. 
 
On a happier note I would like to include an email I got from Don Scott as I thought it was very pertinent and it 
contains a bit about a few characters from Rhodesian sport: "Hi Grunter  
You don't know me but I read in the last Contact! Contact! your comments about the demise of the Springboks and 
the ridiculous halfwit Peter de Villiers with a great deal of interest. 
 
As a new, New Zealander, but having lived in Southern Rhodesia, Zimbabwe/Rhodesia and Zimbabwe for 68 years 
I have also not lost my affection for the Springboks.  (I have now been in Palmerston North for two years) At my 
local golf club I have had to endure quips like “what's going on with Boks, the Boks are finished, Bakkies Botha is a 
prat, the Boks are old and a spent force etc”.   
 
I have found the perfect counter this week to be “who won the British Open?” (Louis Oosthuizen, South Africa).  But 
the best of all is “did you notice who came third in the Firestone PGA tournament last week?” (Brendon De Jonge 
from Zimbabwe).   
 
I don't know Brendon at all but I did know his father Rick De Jonge very well.  Anyone who played golf in Zimbabwe 
in and around Salisbury in the 70's to the present knows Rick.  He is an institution who is usually found ensconced 
in the corner of the bar at Wingate Golf Club, ruling supreme and passing judgment on all and sundry.  Young 
Brendon obviously has a future in world golf and will no doubt take his place next to Nick Price (who is still winning 
on the senior tour in the USA) Mark McNulty, Tony Johnston and Dennis Watson.   
 
Talking of golf I well remember when we were on the six weeks in and six weeks out stints that one Simon Hobday 
and his side kick Muss Gammon were called up, it seems, for the express purpose of playing golf with Sandy 
MacLean on the Wednesday afternoon sports days.  I don't know what they did the rest of the time but they were 
obviously skiving somewhere at KGVI! 
 
Enjoy your comments.  Keep them coming  
Don Scott" 



 
Many thanks Dave and I trust you enjoyed the Bok victory in Pretoria this morning as much as I did.   
 
Thanks to all of you for your comments, even if I don't reply to all of them I assure you they are well received so 
keep them coming.   
 
Next month we will review the Tri-Nations amongst other things.  Send your comments or gripes to me at 
fourstreams@clear.net.nz  
 
Till next month go well. 
Regards, 
Grunter 
 
What’s On In New Zealand? 
 
AUCKLAND 
If you reside in the Auckland area please email Wolf and Alison Hucke at whucke@slingshot.co.nz for more details 
of the monthly social meetings in 2010. Generally these are on the third Saturday of the month either at the 
Hobsonville RSA or the Massey Archery Club, Redhills Road, Massey. All are most welcome.  
 
For Rhodesia Day on Thursday November 11th it is hoped that the Hobsonville RSA will open for one hour at 11am. 
On Saturday 13th November there will be a braai at the Archery Club, Redhills Road, Massey from 10am to 2pm. 
Bring your own meat, salad and dessert to share with everyone else. There will be a minute’s silence to remember 
Rhodesia. It is planned to have some bows and arrows for those who would like to have a go at a spot of archery. 
 
TAURANGA 
The Garrison Club run by the 6th Battalion (Hauraki) Group Regimental Association, is open every Friday from 16:00 
hrs and welcomes visitors. ‘Curry and Movie Evenings’ are held on the 2nd Friday of every month with proceeds 
being donated to the Hauraki Museum. Email me at hbomford@clear.net.nz to get on that mailing list to see what is 
on and notification of any changes.  
 
HAMILTON 
Hamiltonians - please contact Tinka Mushett mushett@slingshot.co.nz for details of socials being held in your area. 
 
 
CQ Store visit www.rhodesianservices.org/The%20Shop.htm to see what is in store for 
you 
Please give our CQ Store consideration when buying a present for friends or family. Above is the web page link and 
below is a list of our stock.  
 
From the 1st October New Zealand’s Goods and Service Tax rises from 12.5% to 15%. This rise may have some 
effect on the price of goods in the CQ Store that we procure locally. Principally I expect a slight increase in the 
embroidered garments and engraving. We may be able to absorb some of the rise. 
 
Rhodesian Coat of Arms - Gold Plated Cuff Link and Tie Pin Set. 
It has been a long journey - but worth the wait. We now have this unique boxed set of cufflinks and tie pin in stock. 
Price is NZ$55 plus postage. 
 



 
 
These sets have been made in New Zealand to our specifications. They were moulded from a Rhodesian Army 
button. Being gold plated means they are harder wearing than silver plate which is soft by comparison. This is an 
excellent gift for anyone who was associated with Rhodesia. 
 
We have sold a number already and the comments from our customers are very favourable. 
 
Forthcoming Reunions and Remembrance Day Parades 
November 11th as well as various reunions are not far away. If you require replacement medals, berets, badges, 
CIBs etc. please do not leave things to the last minute. Bear in mind that there are a number of processes involved 
with each order that all take time and not to mention the postal service. Please allow plenty of time for your order to 
be completed. 
 
 

CQ STORE INVENTORY 
 

ITEMS EXCLUDING POSTAGE PRICE in NZ$ 
4RR Hackles $17.50 
‘Bumper’ Stickers, Rhodesia/NZ or Australia flags; Rhodesian flag; 
Rhodesian Services Assn Lion & Tusk 

$3 each or 2 for 
$5 

Business Card Holder – stainless steel with Lion & Tusk engraved $20 
Berets $50 
Cuff link & tie pin boxed set $55 
Lapel pin -  Para Wings – gold plate or Enamel $15 
Lapel Pin – Rhodesian Flag $10 
Lion & Tusk Aprons $30 
Lion & Tusk or Rhodesian Coat of Arms Baseball Caps $25 
Lion & Tusk or Rhodesian Coat of Arms Beanies green or black $22 
Lion & Tusk Dog Tags $30 
Lion & Tusk or Rhodesian Coat of Arms Polar Fleece jackets – long 
sleeved in green, black, navy  $65 
Lion & Tusk or Rhodesian Coat of Arms Polo shirts - black or green $38 
Lion & Tusk or Rhodesian Coat of Arms T-shirts - black or green $30 
Lion & Tusk Women’s v-neck stretch shirts - black $30 
Medal Ribbon Devices – MFC, Commissioner’s Commendation, 
bars etc. $30 
Name badge – resin coated $15 
Number plate surrounds – 4 styles to choose from $12 
Pocket Insert Medal Holder $15 
Poster “Be a man among men” $25 
Poster “Rhodesian Bush War” $30 



Poster – Rhodesian Map accurate as at Oct. 1977 $60 
Poster “Terrorism Stops Here!” 2 in series $50 ea 
Regimental Cap Badges – RLI, Intaf, RAR, RDR, BSAP, Grey’s 
Scouts, RRR, RR, Service Corps, Staff Corps, RWS, DRR and more 

Priced from $20 – 
inquire for details 

Regimental ties – Rhodesian Light Infantry $40 
Regimental ties – Rhodesia Regiment $45 
Regimental ties – Rhodesian African Rifles $40 
Regimental ties – SAS (badged SAS only) $55 
Rhodesian General Service Medal copy (silver plate bronze) full size 
medal with ribbon $100 
Rhodesian General Service Medal full size copy (solid silver) with 
ribbon $125 
Rhodesian General Service Medal ribbon – full size $10/length 
Rhodesian General Service Medal miniature (solid silver) with ribbon $40 
Rhodesian General Service Medal ribbon - miniature $10/length 
Rhodesian Medal for Territorial or Reserve Service full size copy 
(solid silver & gold) with ribbon $150 
Rhodesian Police Long Service Medal full size copy (solid silver) with 
ribbon $160 
Southern Rhodesia War Service Medal full size copy (solid silver) 
with ribbon $150 
Rhodesian Flag 3’ x 5’ (900mm x 1500mm) ready to fly $40 
Rhodesian Flag, embroidered 110mm x 50mm $20 
Rhodesian replica rugby jerseys – short or long sleeve $125 
Unofficial Rhodesian Combat Infantry Badge full size $22.50 
Unofficial Rhodesian Combat Infantry Badge miniature $15 
Various medal ribbons – please inquire POA 
Various full size & miniature medals – please inquire POA 
Various small embroidered badges (RLI & BSAP) $5 
Zimbabwe Independence Medal copy - full size with ribbon $50 
Zimbabwe Independence Medal full size ribbon $10/length 
Zimbabwe Independence Medal miniature with ribbon $35 
Zimbabwe Independence Medal miniature ribbon $10/length 
‘Zippo’ type lighter – “Rhodesia 1890 – 1980” with Lion & Tusk $25 

 
 
Books for Africa 
I again remind you that all the books and audio visual disks that I stock and sell are listed at 
www.rhodesianservices.org/Books.htm  These sales are my own hobby and income from sales is directed to me 
and not the Rhodesian Services Association.  However, the Association does benefit indirectly from these sales. A 
great selection of books can be found on the link above. 
 
The books and DVDs that we stock are high quality but not high volume production and so unfortunately the price to 
the consumer is representative of these factors. Our goods are unique and are worth saving for. 
 
The Flame Lily Collection Double DVD  

 
Total play time 141 minutes. Price NZ$75 plus postage. 
 
A two disk digitally re-mastered package of original historic film 'gems' from the tumultuous period of Rhodesia in 
the 70s. This special edition DVD by Msasa, takes you from the establishment of early government in 1924, through 
the building of Kariba Dam in the early 60’s, to an experience with the 'fuzz' and the women of the RWS, finally 
closing with a beautiful documentary on the diversity of nature with which Rhodesia was blessed.  Along the way 
you will see many of the faces that helped to build the nation of Rhodesia.  
 



"What a time it was - with so few friends to turn to..." Clem Tholet 
 

Please use the page link www.rhodesianservices.org/Books.htm  to view our stock of excellent books. 
When buying for someone else you cannot beat a good book as a gift. 

 
 
 
 

 The Rhodesia Regiment – Book Project   
 
Thank you for all the responses from the August edition of Contact! Contact!   
 
It is very important to those of us involved with this project that we get an accurate record of this unit’s history. What 
records there are, are spread all over the world in archives, books, journals and people’s heads. We want to bring 
as much of this information together as possible so that it is available now and for the future. We owe it to our 
forefathers, our mates and ourselves to do this job. I have been involved with this project going back ten years or 
more now. The end is in sight. Please come on board – your contribution is essential – don’t put it off any longer – 
write it down before you forget it, if not for your sake but for your children and grandchildren’s. 
 
Regimental Roll of Honour 1898 - 1981 
Our team compiling this history has been joined by Adrian Haggett and Gerry van Tonder who are assigned to 
assembling the first ever Rhodesia Regiment Roll of Honour covering the years 1898 – 1981. This is a huge task 
but one which already is achieving some wonderful results. The period 1966 – 1981 is already part of a project 
mentioned earlier in this publication. The period 1898 – 1966 is a lot harder to find records of so your input is most 
welcome. We require legible photos of memorials, headstones, Rolls of Honour, family records etc. In particular we 
are looking for: 

• Any Boer War era records pertaining to any mention of Rhodesians. 
• WWI era records pertaining to the 1st Battalion Rhodesia Regiment who served in South West Africa 
• Any WWII era records where the deceased is recorded as Rhodesia Regiment 
• Any records from between the wars where soldiers may have been killed or died during training. 

 
New list of information required 
As we find out about information that we still require we will publish it in this newsletter, highlighting what is new as 
well as our existing older requests that are still outstanding. We would like help with the following: 

• What can anyone recall of the sports facilities at Llewellin and any sports teams based there? 
• We believe that 1 Indep. Coy were involved in Op Cauldron 1968/69 – we need your input. 
• Any RR involvement in any of the signature operations of the war, in particular cross border raids. 
• Rhodesian Regiment soldiers who served as attachments to the SAS (they were not badged as SAS). We 

would like to get information from you regarding your uniform, in particular regarding what berets and 
badges you wore. 

• We would like to make comms with Bruce Grobbelaar – former Rhodesia Regiment Rifleman, Liverpool 
goal keeper and believed to be in Canada now. 

• As many individual contact records and recollections as can assembled 
• Humorous anecdotes. 
• History and training of the 4 RR Tracker Unit and reflections of any persons involved. 
• Any post Independence stories that bear reporting on the ongoing life of the Regiment. 
• The Battle of the Honde...any memories at all and technical data 
• Any personal thoughts, reflections and ideas regarding: 
Leadership; 
The general role of the Regiment during the war; 
How the Regiment was regarded by the regular units; 
How the Regiment regarded the regular units; 
Disparities in kit allocations; 
Fireforce deployments; 
How military commitments impacted private lives, business etc; 
Any views on the stresses imposed on individual members of the Regiment during the war; 
Post war stress issues and any reflections on life after the war; 

 
Running list of information required: 
If you can help in any way with the following please contact us: 



• Intelligence Section of the Rhodesia Regiment during WWII. We have some interesting information that we 
want to follow up. We are looking for any family who had a member in the Regiment at this time who would 
have served in Rhodesia.  

• In 1947 the Rhodesian Armoured Car Regiment was deployed to Northern Rhodesia in reaction to civil 
unrest on the Copperbelt mines - we need more information. 

• Coronation of Queen Elizabeth in 1953. We would like more and in particular are looking for anecdotes 
pertaining to members of the Rhodesia Regiment who were there. 

• Nyasaland Emergency in 1959. In particular if anyone has information on Colonel Ken Harvey ICD, DSO, 
MBE, ED who was a Major in command of the Royal Rhodesia Regiment and on Operation ‘Wet Dawn’ 

• Northern Rhodesia during the 1960 Congo Crisis. 
• Technical unit structure etc. from the period 1950 – 1960 
• 1964 Riots – we need anecdotes and information from those deployed in support of the BSAP during this 

period. 
• Information on deployments during the early stages when infiltrators came across the Zambezi resulting in 

Operations Pagoda I and Pagoda II 
• Individual recollections relating to the following operations in 1968/69 - Nickel, Breeze, Cauldron, Cosmic, 

Griffin, Mansion and Gravel 
• Individual recollections of the beginning of Operation Hurricane in 1972. 
• Individual recollections of deployments in Mozambique prior to that country’s independence. 
• Depot Rhodesia Regiment - information on the technical background to the training, the organisation and 

the structure of the DRR. 
• Were any elements of the Regiment involved with Operation Mardon which was a series of co-ordinated 

attacks on bases inside Mozambique between 20th October and 2nd November 1976? 
• Comments and reflections on the Indefinite Call Up period.  
• Comments, reflections and strategies on general patrolling, OP, ambush and garrison duties 
• Were any Rhodesia Regiment personnel part of the first response to the Viscount Disasters? 
• The occupation of Mapai took place during Op Aztec in May/June 1977.  I believe that elements of 2RR 

were involved. Please contact us if you were involved. 
• We believe that elements of 10RR were involved in ‘Operation Favour’ post the elections that saw 

Muzorewa come to power in 1979. A number of Sithole’s ‘Auxiliaries’ were contacted and killed near 
Gokwe. We would like to get in contact with Henrick Ellert as well as anyone else with information. 

• Were any elements of the Rhodesia Regiment used in support of Operation Bastille in 1979 (the raid on 
Nkomo’s house by the SAS) back in Rhodesia. 

• Were any elements of the Regiment used in support of Operation Uric September 1979 when Mapai was 
occupied 

• Recollection from deployments during the cease fire and 1980 election and the period after that. 
• Rhodesia Regiment Dress Regulations. 

 
You do not have to present your information in a well written format - we will sort that out. I can do recorded verbal 
interviews over Skype if necessary. 
 
Photos in 300DPI please. If you do not understand scanning – we can help, alternatively you can send the photos to 
us and they will be returned. All input will be acknowledged. 
 
Material can be sent to: 

• Hugh Bomford hbomford@clear.net.nz 
• Chris Cocks info@30degreessouth.co.za  

 
Don’t live to regret not doing something now! 

 
 
The Global Forked Stick – Snippets and Requests 
 
Roan Antelope Music – John Edmond 
Dear Rhodies and Friends,  
It is now 120 years since Teddy Tindale-Biscoe hung the flag upon the mast at Fort Salisbury on 13th September 
1890, heralding the birth of our nation. Every September Rhodesians have been celebrating this occasion. 
 
This month, Roan Antelope Music are offering the Rhodesian Centenary Album on special.  If you order this great 
album you will receive FREE an “All Night Razzle” party album, featuring John Edmond and his Bushcat rock ‘n roll 
band.  What better way to celebrate! 
 
The Rhodesian Centenary album contains songs by artists that shaped the music culture of Rhodesia - Clem 
Tholet, The Greenstones, Nick Taylor, The Rhodesian African Rifles band, Rhodesian Schools Choir, Mike 
Westcott, Ian and Ritchie, Paul Greeff (playing the national anthem) and a track or two by John Edmond - twenty 
brilliant nostalgic tracks in all. 



 
Order now while stocks last from www.johnedmond.co.za  Prices include packaging and postage. 
 
SAR 175.00  UK£ 23.00  US$ 42.00 AU$ 52.00 NZ $ 54.00  
 
Web site www.johnedmond.co.za  
Email: info@johnedmond.co.za  
Tel: +27(0) 14735 0774 Fax: +27 (0) 86 601 1817  
For Bank details see web site or phone the Roan Antelope Music office 
 
Bush wishes from all at Roan Antelope Music. 
 
Craig Bone loads up his wagon and relocates 
Craig Bone, who was wounded in action whilst serving in the RLI and went on to become a renowned artist, has 
decided to volunteer with the Red Cross to teach wounded transitioning vets to paint. He has moved to Fort Bragg 
in North Carolina, which is one of the largest military bases in the USA. Read more about Craig’s work at 
http://www.x11v.com/page5/page5.html  
 
Seeking former Lt. Andre Scheepers and Simon Hamilton 
Keith Nell writes: 
“I need to verify some details for inclusion in my book ‘Viscount Down’.  The only remaining person who can do this 
is Lt. Andre Scheepers who served in the RLI and SAS. My understanding is that he went to Cape Town after the 
war and became a Padre.  He then changed the spelling of his name and emigrated to Perth. 
 
Another person I need for corroboration purposes is Simon Hamilton (SAS) who once ran a paragliding club here 
in South Africa but seems to have gone missing. 
 
The time is nigh for the anniversary of the Air Rhodesia Viscount Hunyani disaster that occurred on 3rd September 
1978 and I thought of sharing some news with you and your readers concerning the gang that murdered ten 
survivors of the crash.  
 
I have received exciting news that a carton containing original ballistic reports "found its way" out the country after 
independence in 1980, and that it "may" now be possible to match ballistics from the Hunyani massacre with those 
from weapons retrieved from CT's killed nearby the crash site in two separate contacts, one involving the 
Rhodesian African Rifles and another a Rhodesian Artillery section.  We don’t know yet whether these contacts can 
be positively connected to the gang that butchered the survivors unless ballistic reports from these contacts are in 
the carton and can confirm a match.  Unfortunately, my source will be away in the UK until mid October so we have 
to wait to find out! 
 
Meanwhile the full Hunyani and Umniati ballistic reports were given to me by the same source and are in the 
manuscript of my book "Viscount Down" currently being edited before going to print.  
 
For free newsletters on this pending publication, please register via the website and anyone wanting to listen to the 
"Deafening Silence" sermon by Rev. John Da Costa as well as to a live extract from the BBC interview with Nkomo 
can do so by logging in to www.viscountdown.com  
 
Many thanks 
Keith Nell” 
Email keithnell@hotmail.com  
 
Seeking information on Michael Hugh ‘Mick’ Templer 
Born 2nd June 1947 or 1948.  He was a St George's boy, Head Boy in 1966 possibly. John Templer is his older 
brother who attained the rank of Colonel and won the Sword of Honour at Sandhurst. Mick Templer was probably a 
Captain and would have served from some time in the mid 1970’s. He was married in 1977 or 1978. 
 
Replies to hbomford@clear.net.nz  
 
Seeking Eric Simpson 
The members of the Officer Cadet Course held at School of Infantry in 1969/70 are holding a 40th Anniversary 
Reunion in Cape Town in September 2010, and would like to invite and bring over their Course Sergeant Major, 
WOII Eric Simpson. It is thought that Eric was later promoted to Captain. He was last seen by the requestor in the 
late 70's. 
 
If anyone knows the whereabouts and contact details for Eric, would they kindly send details ASAP to 
hbomford@clear.net.nz  
 
Seeking Frans J Botha’s son presumed residing in Australia 
From Victoria Botha: 



“My father, Frans J Botha was in the Rhodesian Army, I am not sure of the exact years – probably 1975-1979. He 
was coloured and a Sergeant Major. He passed away in 1996 at the age of 39. Before he died, he told me that he 
had met a woman from Australia who had been in the Rhodesian Army too, she fell pregnant to him and gave birth 
to a baby boy, my half brother. I understand, from his story, that she returned to Australia, I presume she gave birth 
in Australia. My dad told me that the Australian woman had named her son Frans, after my dad. He could be 
between 33-35 years old.  
 
I have never been at peace, knowing that I have not tried to at least inform my half brother that his father loved him 
dearly and that he has since passed on. 
 
Your assistance would be greatly appreciated. 
Thanking you 
Victoria S Botha 
Email  vix1308@live.co.za” 
 
Research Request – New Zealand 
I was recently contacted by William Anderson, a student from the Department of Anthropology, Gender and 
Sociology at the University of Otago, New Zealand. He is currently carrying out research for his MA thesis on the 
cultural histories of military personnel who have served in conflicts on the African continent during decolonisation 
(1957-1980).  An important aspect of this research concerns the conflict in Rhodesia. As part of his project he aims 
to conduct interviews with previously serving members of: 

• The Rhodesian Security Forces now living in New Zealand;  
• New Zealand military personnel who were actively engaged in the Rhodesian conflict; 
• Anyone who served in a private military capacity (‘freelance’ soldiers) in Africa from 1957 - 1980. 

 
He answered some of my questions put to him in a recent email where he replied thus: 
“Already you provide invaluable insights and perspective to the Rhodesian conflict and specifically foreign military 
personnel who served in the Rhodesian forces.  This is very important for my research.  As I mentioned in my last 
email, I strongly believe in and strive to uphold responsible and trustworthy research that provides balanced 
perspectives, avoiding inherent biases brought about by drawing entirely on sources such as the official British 
records and denying the perspectives of others - a pitfall of some academic research.  First hand accounts (oral 
histories), from those directly involved in the Rhodesia Security Forces now living in NZ, will provide a necessary 
balance.” 
 
I am always wary of these sort of requests and as such I have corresponded extensively with William and I have 
satisfied myself that he is not ‘up to mischief’ and consequently I have offered him my every assistance. I hope that 
some of you will also help him to get the facts as they were, and not as perceived. I believe it is especially important 
for those New Zealanders who fought in Rhodesia to correspond with William because by your own admissions to 
me on many occasions - many of you were seriously maligned ‘back home’ in New Zealand. 
 
Please contact William by: 
Email: andwi752@student.otago.ac.nz  or wjcanderson@gmail.com  
Phone: Office (9am - 5pm) 03 479 8766  
Home: 03 470 1113  
Mobile: 027 631 4670  
 
Mapai Day  
Neill Jackson sent this in: 
 
September 6th 2010 marks the 31st anniversary of the downing of South African Air Force Puma 164 near Mapai, in 
the Gaza Province of Mozambique, during Operation Uric in September 1979. Seventeen brave young men lost 
their lives that day and thirty one years later their families and comrades-in-arms honour their memory and 
remember the sacrifice they made so that we could live. 
 
Included in their number were three South African Air Force crewmen: 
Captain Paul Velleman  
Lieutenant Nigel Osborne  
Sergeant Dick Retief  
 
Five men from the Rhodesian Corps of Engineers: 
Captain Charlie Small  
2nd Lieutenant Bruce Burns  
Sergeant Mick Jones  
Corporal LeRoy Duberly  
Lance Corporal Peter Fox  
 
Nine men of the Rhodesian Light Infantry: 
Captain Joe du Plooy  



Corporal Gordon Fry  
Trooper Kosie Briel  
Trooper Aiden Colman  
Trooper Jeremy Crow  
Trooper Brian Enslin  
Trooper Stephen King  
Trooper Colin Neasham  
Trooper Dave Prosser  
 
In the same operation the Rhodesian Air Force lost one of their helicopter technicians when his Bell 205 ‘Cheetah’ 
helicopter was shot down at Barragem on 5th September, 1979: 
Leading Aircraftsman Alex Wesson  
 
On 6th September we remember not only these fine young men but also their families, who grieved for thirty long 
years without knowing the true circumstances surrounding the loss of their loved ones, nor the location of their 
remains. 
 
In April 2009, former RLI officer Rick van Malsen led a small team of former Rhodesian soldiers on a search for the 
crash site of Puma 164 and the last resting place of their former comrades-in-arms.  In doing so he honoured the 
pledge he had made thirty years previously, whilst being flown out of the Uric operational area to complete and send 
the Noticas signals for the men lost that fateful day. Rick was successful in this search and placed a steel cross on 
the grave of the fallen soldiers and then held a short but emotional graveside service to formally lay them to rest. 
 
Of the eighteen men who lost their lives on Op Uric, the search team has so far managed to inform sixteen of their 
families of the circumstances surrounding the deaths of their men, and the exact whereabouts of their last resting 
place. The search for the relatives of the last two men is ongoing on a worldwide basis. This news has brought 
immense relief and final closure to these grieving relatives and the depth of their gratitude has been incredibly 
humbling for the search team members.  
 
Since the discovery and marking of the war graves, the families of three of the crash victims have returned to the 
site to pay their last respects to their men. Rick van Malsen has recently led a second expedition to Mapai, taking 
with him three former RLI men wanting to pay their respects at the grave site, and also undertaking further research 
for a book about Op Uric, of which he is the co-author.  During this second trip Rick also succeeded in locating the 
burial place of Bell technician Alex Wesson, near Barragem. The Wesson family has been informed of this find and 
is planning a trip to the grave site. Rick is also planning a third trip to the area in order to guide other next of kin to 
the graves. 
 
There is a separate project underway, under the auspices of The Ebo Trust in South Africa, to raise funds for the 
construction of permanent memorials at the Puma crash site, at the graves of the Frelimo victims of Operation Uric 
in Mapai and at the burial site of Alex Wesson near Barragem.  This project is fully supported by Rick van Malsen 
and his search team. 
 
In February 2010, shortly after the 49th Birthday celebrations of the RLI Regimental Association in Durban, Terry 
Griffin, former OC of 1 Engineer Squadron, suggested that the Rhodesian Engineers and the Rhodesian Light 
Infantry jointly adopt and observe 6th September every year as ‘Mapai Day’.  
 
Operation Uric resulted in the most casualties, from either unit, in any single operation of the Rhodesian War and 
this tragedy has united the two units forever in history.  It is for this reason that the observance of Mapai Day has 
been proposed. This proposal has been favourably received in many quarters and has been forwarded to the RLI 
Regimental Association for ratification. 
 
They shall not grow old  
As we who are left, grow old. 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn,  
At the going down of the sun and in the morning  
We will remember them. 
 
You can contact Neill on email neillj@vodamail.co.za  
 
Guard Force unit structure 
Gerry van Tonder is carrying out research and wants to know if Guard Force were broken into sub units and if so 
what were they called.  
 
Please email Gerry at g.van-tonder@sky.com  
 
International Day of Prayer for Zimbabwe 25th September 2010 
See www.lovezim.org for more details. 
 



Rhodesian Tapestry – A History In Needlework 
This was sent in by Don Munroe and is extracted from 
http://www.prestonpanstapestry.org/heritagetrust/html/news/show_news.asp?newsid=2848 Please use this link for 
more information and to view the images. 
 
“In 1963 in Rhodesia, the Woman’s Institute completed their Historical Tapestry Story Telling as it then was ... 
 
They do say, don't they, that history depends on who writes it. Churchill argued he'd better write his own history of 
WW2 just to make sure we all got it straight. 
 
Well, the excitement and publicity surrounding The Prestonpans Tapestry has unearthed a fascinating piece of 
Rhodesian history recounted as the WI in Rhodesia saw it in 1963 - which had been created by embroiderers 
following a suggestion in 1946 by the wife of Lord Tait, the then Governor of Southern Rhodesia.  The Bayeux 
Tapestry was once again her inspiration.  It was stitched with Swiss embroidery cotton on Swiss linen but unlike 
Bayeux the panels are not stitched together - each was separately framed with an overall length of 100 feet.  The 42 
panels created required some 5 million stitches. 
 
Everyone one of the panels holds great significance from a colonial perspective.  Of enduring interest perhaps are 
'Dr Livingston Sees the Falls' and 'Scouting in the Matopos with Col.  Baden-Powell' in 1896, before his famous 
book Scouting for Boys published in 1908. 
 
Our correspondent is unaware of its present whereabouts but until President Mugabe's majority government was 
installed by the withdrawing colonial power, it hung in the Members' Dining Room of the Rhodesian Parliament, 
having been presented to the Speaker in 1963.  Any further news would be most welcome email 
waukin@battleofprestonpans1745.org “ Please copy any information on its whereabouts to hbomford@clear.net.nz 
as well 
 
Until next time - go well. 
Cheers Hugh 
 

                                                                                        

 
Celebrate ‘Rhodesia Day’* on the 11th November each year.    

*The concept of ‘Rhodesia Day’ was brought to my attention by Eddy Norris and family. During the 90 year 
life of Rhodesia we experienced the best of times and the worst of times. I encourage everyone to use this 

day to remember the good times and to spend time remembering those who are no longer with us. 
 
You can make a donation to the Rhodesian Services Association by clicking on our 'Collection Hat' below which is a 
typical slouch hat of the type used by the Rhodesian Army up until the 1960’s. Click on the hat (or this link 
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=MLMB2B8Y2UY3G ) and if you are 
registered with PayPal the process will be immediate. If you are not a PayPal member you will be given instruction 
on how to make a credit card payment via PayPal. Thank you - every bit helps. 
 

 
 
This newsletter is compiled by Hugh Bomford, Secretary of the Rhodesian Services Association.  
It contains many personal views and comments which may not always be the views of the Association or 
Committee. 
  
If for any reason you would like to be removed from the mailing list, please send an email to 
hbomford@clear.net.nz  with the word ‘remove’ in the subject line or body. 


