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Greetings, 
As April draws to a close, so too does the deadline for getting this newsletter published. As I write I see the numbers 
at the bottom of my screen increasing and I realise that this issue is going to be around thirty pages. This would not be 
so, but for the support and input from around the world. Thanks to all who are involved with the production of this 
issue. 
 
There is a constantly increasing awareness of matters Rhodesian with books, CDs, DVDs, parades, functions and 
memorials being erected all around the world. There seems to be an increasing number of people who were 
teenagers or younger at the time that Rhodesia ceased to exist, as well as an increasing number of youngsters who 
were born post Rhodesia who are now appearing at parades and showing an interest through social media as well as 
signing up to receive this publication. It is important that we foster this interest because it is this younger generation 
we must look to in order to keep our history alive after the last born Rhodesian dies. 
 
Now - I strongly suggest that you get yourself a big mug of tea or something stronger because this is a long 
newsletter! 
 

Rhodesian Services Association Purpose & Web Links 
The Rhodesian Services Association Incorporated is an Incorporated Society as well as a Registered Charity under 
the New Zealand Charities Act 2005. The purpose of the Association is to provide benefit and education to the 
community. For detail and disclosure please refer to the opening page of our website www.rhodesianservices.org  
 
We also have a Facebook group which you are welcome to join.  We have loaded up a lot of photographs from 
various events, as well as others from our museum displays. We have found that Facebook is another platform 
assisting our purpose of preserving Rhodesian history.  If you want to find us, search for Rhodesian Services 
Association on Facebook. 
Please use these links on our website www.rhodesianservices.org  for the following resources: 
Guest Book http://www.rhodesianservices.org/guest-book.htm  
Guest Map http://www.rhodesianservices.org/guest-map.htm  
Events http://www.rhodesianservices.org/events.htm  

 

http://www.rhodesianservices.org/
mailto:thesecretary@rhodesianservices.org
mailto:theeditor@rhodesianservices.org
file:///C:/Data/Data/My%20Documents/My%20Ewisoft%20Web/RhSADomain/local/user/pages/Newsletters.htm
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/guest-book.htm
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/guest-map.htm
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/events.htm
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Obituaries 
The Rhodesian Services Association holds a large Rhodesian flag for use at funerals.  Please contact me at 
hbomford@clear.net.nz to arrange delivery if required. 
 
From Bill Wiggill RLI Regimental Assn.: 
“It is with regret that we inform you that Mervyn Kluckow passed away at 1900hrs last night (17

th
 April 2012) in the 

Waterfalls Family Hospital, Midrand, South Africa. 
 
Mervyn has been fighting his last battle for some time now with heart related problems.  He will indeed be missed as 
he was a stalwart of the Association.  Our sincere condolences go to Marieta and the family and friends of Mervyn.” 
 
From Gus Mason in South Africa: 
“Folks, it is with deep regret that I write to inform that Pete de Villiers passed away in Sunninghill Hospital this 
afternoon, following completely unexpected post operative complications.” 
 
From Johnny Smit and Calum Forsyth: 
“Please pass on our condolences to the family and friends of Wesley Hall who passed away suddenly in Beira, 
Mozambique on the 12

th
 April 2012 from malaria. Wesley was from the elite 4

th
 Battalion Rhodesia Regiment Tracking 

Unit. He was a brilliant tracker and soldier.” 
 
Information from Pat Patterson: 
Nigel Norvall died on the 9

th
 March 2012 in Somerset West, South Africa. Nigel went to Plumtree and Gwebi 

Agricultural College. He was renowned as a very competent farmer. He was commissioned at School of Infantry 
Gwelo into 2 RRR (it is believed). He was a Major, probably in 6 RR and turned down an offer of promotion to Lt. Col 
on account of his farm needeing more of his time at that point. Latterly Nigel was an estate agent. He is survived by 
his wife and daughters. 
 
 

 
 
 

Off The Radar 
Some recipients may find that their copy of Contact! Contact! gets rejected by their Internet Service Provider or it is 
consigned to their Spam Bin. When this happens I find it extremely frustrating as I (along with others) have put the 
time and effort into producing a quality publication that we work hard for and are justifiably proud of, only to find that it 
is not reaching the intended destinations. More time is then spent trying to rectify things. In a lot of cases it is work 
addresses that are a problem. 
 
We want this publication to reach as many people as possible, so if you are able to, please check your systems or 
have your technical people check and ensure that these addresses below are cleared as friendly or white listed: 
thesecretary@rhodesianservices.org  
theeditor@rhodesianservices.org  
thecqstore@rhodesianservices.org  
hbomford@clear.net.nz  
 
Please also check with your friends and if someone is not getting Contact! Contact! help them to sort the problem 
out.  Providing us with a private email address, such as Gmail, is sometimes the best solution. 
 
The following subscribers’ addresses haave gone dead. If you are in contact with them please have them contact me 
or relist from the link on this page http://www.rhodesianservices.org/Newsletters.php  

 Mike Abrams – New Zealand 
 

Please remember to let us know if you are changing your email address. 
 

ANZAC Day 25th April 2012 
I have received various photos and reports from around the antipodes which are produced for you below. I know that 
Rhodesians attended other parades. We even got a report of one of our American friends who attended an ANZAC 
service in Seoul, Korea wearing a Rhodesian flag. 
 

mailto:hbomford@clear.net.nz
mailto:thesecretary@rhodesianservices.org
mailto:theeditor@rhodesianservices.org
mailto:thecqstore@rhodesianservices.org
mailto:hbomford@clear.net.nz
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/Newsletters.php


3 

 

Over the years I have filed photos from various venues and these will be archived. Please be aware that I do not 
generally have time to download photos off Facebook, I prefer that they are emailed to me as attachments. If anyone 
has other photos send them in and if necessary I will do another ANZAC column in the June issue. 
 
While we know that ANZAC Day was never on the Rhodesian calendar and we do not know specifically of any 
Rhodesians at Gallipoli (though it is possible there were because Rhodesians have found their way into most conflicts 
one way or another!), the 25

th
 April has become an important date to those of us now living Down Under because we 

have been so warmly welcomed and accepted (especially in military circles) in our new countries. We have made it 
one of our days to remember. 
 

Hobsonville, Auckland, New Zealand 
We had an excellent turnout in perfect weather at our host venue, Hobsonville RSA. Rhodesians have been made 
welcome at the Hobsonville RSA since the 1980’s when the late David Turner was instrumental in setting up this long 
lasting and mutually beneficial relationship. At Hobsonville, we Rhodesians are accorded the honour of second place 
in the order of march, being placed directly behind the RSA veterans. 
 
In all we had forty Rhodesians on the march and over seventy at the Rhodesian service which was held directly after 
the main service. Steve Geach BCR laid the Rhodesian Services Association wreath during the main service 
 
We encourage as many of our members as possible to become members of the Hobsonville RSA. It gives them much 
needed support (even if like me you only go there once a year) with the additional benefit that it gives you access to 
any other RSA or affiliated club in New Zealand. The cost is around $30. For more details contact the Hobsonville 
RSA or Rhodesian Services Association President, John Glynn johndglynn@actrix.co.nz  
 

 
Forty Rhodesians form up at Hobsonville. Photo by Michael Boyd-Clark. 

 

mailto:johndglynn@actrix.co.nz
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Setting up for the Rhodesian Service. 

The number of wives and young folk attending this year was very pleasing to see. 
 

 
Blue Jobs on parade. 

L-R: John Michalakis, Chuck Osborne, Prop Geldenhuys, John Pringle. 
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Rob Bates delivers his address at the Rhodesian Service. 

Rob Bates’ address: 
Good morning everyone, and welcome to the Rhodesian Services dedication.  I have apologies today from Roy 
Heathcote who is unwell with a collapsed femur and unable to march.  We send him our best wishes. Alison and Wolf 
Hucke also sent in an apology for absence on account of a family member’s ill health. 
 
As we do each year, we confirm our loyalty to New Zealand.  In doing so, we honour the many ANZAC soldiers who 
served and gave their lives for New Zealand. We thank the Hobsonville RSA, for their kind gesture in hosting us again. 
 
I would like to give special thanks to Steve Geach, BCR, who laid the wreath today.   
 
I'll turn now to our remembrances. We think firstly today of our injured and disabled, our elderly and those in distress 
and hardship, people who fought or went through the wars and who still suffer the consequences so many years on.   
 
I am particularly concerned in the last year that some of the names in our Remembrances Roll today are those of our 
older servicemen who have died at the hands of criminals.  This has happened before, but the death of Selous Scout 
and SB commander Mac McGuiness in an attack in his home last July, brought this to the fore.  In fact, I count five 
names of people who have died violently in this way in this last year.  There are probably more that we do not know of.  
We remember them and offer our sympathies to their families.  Their names are: 
Mac McGuinness - Officer Commanding Selous Scouts Special Branch. Died 6 July 2011 in Pretoria from injuries 
received in a brutal attack at his home. 
Keith Alan Nicolson - Selous Scouts. Died at Mazvikadei Banket 14 September 2011 in an attack by an armed gang. 
Bobby Ervine – PATU. Died 8 April 2012, he did not recover from an attack by thugs on his farm in the Siplolilo 
(Guruve) area.  His wife Barbie was with Women’s Police Reserve in the War. 
Colin Zietsman - Centenary farmer. He was attacked and ruthlessly beaten by two intruders whilst he and his wife 
slept in their home 2

 
September 2011. 

Leon Du Rand - 2 Commando, 8 Troop RLI. Leon was murdered in his home in George, South Africa by burglars on 
14 February 2012).  
 
This should not be - they served their countries in war and in peace and end up dying in such terrible circumstances.  
 
The roll of those who served and passed away recently is again as long as it was last year, with over forty names on 
it.  The names I have are: 
 
Wing Commander Peter Knobel - Rhodesian Air Force  
Colonel "Mac" Willar Died on 25 June 2011 
Colin Dace - RLI Battalion Administration Officer. Died on 27 May 2011 from cancer. 
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Brian Authers – RLI. Died 9 June 2011 in Gauteng. 
Joanna Sharland Died 4 June 2011 in Simonstown at the age of 90. 
John Steynberg - Rhodesian Artillery Died in Cape Town on 27 June 2011 after a long illness. 
Clive Boddy - BSAP and Selous Scouts. Died in Harare after a heart attack in Kariba on 5 June 2011. 
Rory Beary - 2 CDO RLI and the Selous Scouts. Died 8 July 2011 in Kenton On Sea.  His two sons Brendan and 
Tyler live in New Zealand. Rory visited New Zealand in 2009 and attended the RV. 
Nigel Nimmo - Selous Scouts. Died 12 September 2011. 
Bandit Steyn - Selous Scouts. Died 4 August 2011. 
Jonathan Wigham – 5

th
 Battalion Rhodesia Regiment. Died in Harare, Zimbabwe 

Manfred von Pechmann - Police Reserve Sipolilo - Commander 913 X-Ray. Died at Mvurwe, Zimbabwe, December 
2010. 
Isabel Mary Belinsky - A brilliant cattle woman of world-wide acclaim died at Bell Inn Farm, Nyabira 16 July 2011. 
Trevor Marsberg - RLI and Rh Engineers. Died in London on 28th July 2011 at age 67. 
Pete Frost Died 11 August 2011. 
Paddy Peebles - WAAF WWII and BSA Police Reserve Bindura. She resided at Marondera. Died in June 2011. 
Bob Meacham - WOII RLI then Rhodesian Air Force. Died 13 August, 2011 in Charara, Zimbabwe. 
Alexander Gregory (Greg) McManus - BSAP and New Zealand Police as well as Hon. Secretary/Treasurer of the 
British South Africa Police Regimental Ass.  NZ Branch. Died in Auckland 25 August 2011 aged 75. 
Captain Peter Jackson - Quarter Master SAS. Died in Cape Town on 12 September 2011. 
Brian Joseph Finlay - Royal Rhodesia Regiment and Ulster Defence Regiment. Died in England. 
Chris Dixon - Rhodesian Air Force. Chris was the Canberra bomber pilot whose voice is recognised world-wide from 
the famous 'Green Leader' cockpit recording. Died October 21 2011 in Harare, Zimbabwe.  
Lt. Gen John Hickman CLM, OLM, MFC, MC Died on 28 October 2011 
Andrew Critten - Armoured Car Regiment Died 20 August 2011. 
Graham McDonald - PATU Died in Arizona, USA on 6 February 2012. 
Philip Chappel - RLI early in the 60's then C squadron SAS serving on attachment with British Forces. Died in 
Maidstone, Kent on 2 December 2010. 
Maureen Berry - BSA Police Reservist. Maureen farmed with her husband Peter at Inyazura and served her country 
as a Police Reservist at Inyazura during the Bush War. Maureen passed away in Marondera, Zimbabwe on 23 
December 2011.  (We will talk more about the Police Reserve later). 
Peter Lang - 1 CDO RLI Died in Richards Bay 16 December 2010. 
David Patrick Collins - SAS Died in January 2011. 
Roger Blain - 3 CDO RLI Died on 22nd January 2012. 
Jim Lafferty - Selous Scouts Died on 11 February 2012 in Bulawayo. 
Piet Opperman - 2 CDO RLI I have no details of date or location. 
Anthony (Tony) Rowell - RLI Died on 6 January 2012. 
Trevor Sydney Wright - BSAP and WO Rhodesian Air Force. Died 27 January 2012. 
Fred Tatos aka Phaedon Constan-Tatos – 1

st
 Battalion Royal Rhodesia Regiment until 1969 and Sergeant in the 8

th
 

Battalion Rhodesia Regiment. Died 23rd December 2011 in Cape Town after a courageous battle with cancer. 
Phil 'Pops' Gentry - British Army, Australian Army, French Foreign Legion and 1 CDO RLI. Died 25 September 2011 
in Hereford, England. 
Chris van Zyl - 3 CDO RLI. Died on 5 December 2011. 
Blake Few - Rhodesian Air Force and Military Air Traffic Control. Died on 13 January 2012 in Auckland. 
Squadron Leader Dave Templeton - Rhodesian Air Force. Died in Timaru, New Zealand January 2012. 
 
There are no doubt other names we don't know of.  We honour them all today and think especially of their families and 
loved ones.   
 
I'll turn now to our dedication to those who served and died for Rhodesia in War.   
Referenced from: 
Gibbs and Phillips, History of the BSAP - 1889-1980 
John Lovett, Contact 
 
A number of the names I mentioned in the Roll were Police Reservists or PATU and today I'd like to pay tribute to this 
important branch of the services.  In the late 1970's I spent almost two years attached to BSAP Sipolilo and Karoi, 
much of that time spent with the Police Reserve.  Here I met dedicated men and women (usually farmers or local 
business people).  In some cases they were in their 50's and 60's.  I also worked with local PATU sticks where we saw 
the younger members of the District doing their service.  And I still recall the incredibly calm voices of the Women’s 
Police Reserve on the radio, when all hell was breaking lose on a distant homestead, reassuring those under attack 
and efficiently bringing the reaction sticks onto the scene.   
 
Where did it all start? In the run-up to the Second World War, the formation of a Police Reserve was put forward in 
conjunction with the National Registration exercise.  The Police Reserve was formed at the beginning of 1939 with a 
strength of 376 men.  It was called the First Reserve and consisted of generally older men or men with business 
commitments or health issues but with previous military or Police experience.  In 1941 the Southern Rhodesian 
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Women’s Auxiliary Police Service was formed.  The principle was simple - to augment the regular force who would, 
over time, be released for War service.  
 
The Police Reserve was stood down on 1 June 1946 after the War as regular policemen returned home and 
recruitment of a regular force was stepped up.  The Reserve had served with distinction and this was not lost on the 
powers that be.  It was called up again in 1947/48 as the very first signs of unrest started, with 85 reservists available.  
Despite relative calm in the 1950's troubles escalated again in the 1960's and beyond into the Bush War which saw 
the Reserve come into its own.  I recall my father doing riot duties during the 1960's - the first signs for me as a young 
kid that all was not well in Rhodesia.  
 
The Police Reserve was now divided into three classes: 

 A - Voluntary unpaid, uniformed and with powers of regulars doing 16 hours a month 

 B - Less onerous duties at four hours a month 

 Field Reserve - the farmers, miners, storekeepers and businessmen rallying to emergencies as required. 
 
September 1960 saw the formation of the African Police Reserve with an initial establishment of 5000, rising to 7,500 
and 10,000.  The African Reserve took the brunt of the riots in the cities during the 1960's, an easy target for 
recriminatory attacks when not on duty. 
 
It was Alex Bailey, ex Long Range Desert Group who introduced the concept of specialised units into the Police as 
Sub-District Officer Lomagundi in 1964, bringing both Regular and Reserve men together with their intimate 
knowledge of the bush, with tracking skills, to take on the terrorists on their own ground.  This formidable concept was 
to develop into PATU (Police Anti-terrorist Unit).  Gibbs and Phillips (page 308) state: "PATU remained an essential 
and valuable element of the Security Forces throughout the war years.  Many of its members received recognition for 
their bravery; sadly many - far too many, both black and white - were killed in action." 
 
Another familiar aspect of the Reserve that we all remember was PRAW - Police Reserve Air Wing.  It was formed on 
1 July 1957 when Police Reservists with their own aircraft or with flying experience made themselves available for 
duty.  I recall travelling on numerous occasions with these intrepid folks to landmine scenes around the Hurricane 
area.  The mine scene aside, it was always going to be a good day out.  From the rigid discipline and hierarchy of 
army life where you might get your head bitten off for some minor infringement, you would step up into that plane, 
close the door and enter another world - a friendly face, usually saamis and Cokes in the cooler box and the prospects 
of a nice day flying with someone you could talk to, and who reminded you of your favourite uncle.  Sadly some of 
these fine people were to lose their lives in the course of their duties.  They flew dangerous sorties in the dead of night 
in all weathers and were frequently shot at and hit.   
 
In 1971 as the War escalated we saw the introduction of the Special Reserve - the "bright lights" who were called 
upon to spend time on farm homesteads when the owners were on call-up, or you would see them on the convoys 
and relay stations.  These were often people who had served their country before and owed it nothing, but just refused 
to let go.  
 
We read in John Lovett’s ‘Contact’ of Field Reservist Marc De Robillard, doing his first spell as a "bright light" in the 
Bikita District in 1976, when five armed terrorists arrived at the homestead.  Sadly for them, they did not know what 
they were in for. Three of them walked into the lounge and one charged De Robillard with an AK, with bayonet fixed.  
Although unarmed, the Reservist grabbed the weapon by the bayonet and butt and tore it off of the (no doubt wide 
eyed) terrorist.  This was only after a shot was fired, blasting the fingers off his left hand.  Incredibly De Robillard 
turned the gun on these hapless fools and drove them off, then getting his own FN, cocking it with his foot and firing 
on the group, wounding one in the shoulder.  He was awarded the Police Decoration for Gallantry.  
 
Gibbs and Phillips strike a sobering note though.  "The Rolls of Honour for 1975 and 1976 detail no less than seventy 
one members of the Police and Police Reserve killed on duty.  In addition, among African members of the force, there 
were others - many others - who died when on holiday with their families in the rural areas."   
 
So today we pay tribute to the Police Reserve - brave, intrepid and often colourful characters, men and woman of the 
BSAP, many of whom died in action and many of whom, because of their age during the War over thirty years ago, 
have passed on since.  It brings mixed emotions - what great people - what warriors - we enjoyed their comradeship.  
So sad that many are gone.   
 
We remember them.   
 
Our poem today is ‘Only A Soldier’s Grave’ by S.A.Jones.  It is about soldiers whose graves are unmarked. 
 

Only a soldier's grave!  Pass by,  
For soldiers, like other mortals, die. 
Parents had he -- they are far away; 
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No sister weeps o'er the soldier's clay; 
No brother comes, with tearful eye; 
It's only a soldier's grave -- pass by. 
 
True, he was loving, and young, and brave, 
Though no glowing epitaph honors his grave; 
No proud recital of virtues known, 
Of griefs endured, or triumphs won; 
No tablet of marble, or obelisk high;-- 
Only a soldier's grave: -- pass by. 
 
Yet bravely he wielded his sword in fight, 
And he gave his life in the cause of right! 
When his hope was high, and his youthful dream 
As warm as the sunlight on yonder stream; 
His heart unvexed by sorrow or sigh; -- 
Yet, 'tis only a soldier's grave: -- pass by. 
 
Yet, we should mark it -- the soldier's grave, 
Some one may seek him in hope to save! 
Some of the dear ones, far away,  
Would bear him home to his native clay: 
'Twere sad, indeed, should they wander nigh, 
Find not the hillock, and pass him by.  

 
So let us not forget those who died.  Remember them with great pride and affection.  Please now stand in silence for 
all of our Fallen and during the silence our Sgt. will take the salute to the flag. 
 
They shall grow not old as we that are left grow old.  
Age shall not weary them nor the years condemn.  
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,  
We will remember them. 
 
We shall remember them  
 
I ask those of you who wish to, to join me in the Lord's Prayer.  
 
Thank you Sergeant.   

 
Paul Nes salutes the Green & White. 

 
 
Brisbane, Australia 
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Rhodesians form up in Brisbane. Photo from Brian Cornish 

 
This report from Brian Cornish: 
“Unfortunately we had a mediocre turn out this year, however it was good to see everyone and catch up with those 
that made the effort.  I strongly urge any members of the Rhodesian forces that are within reach of Brisbane to attend 
next year, it is important to honour those that have made sacrifices for our freedom, and a good chance to speak the 
same language!  We missed all of those that have attended in the past.  Come on chaps let’s make a difference next 
year, book it in your diaries now! 
 
On a sweeter note, we had a wonderful reception from the crowd with many shouts of 'Good on you Rhodesia' and 
'Come on Rhodesians'.  We are very well received and have had comments on how well turned out we are. It is an 
honour to march in our adopted home and get some recognition at last. To add to the 'feel good', whilst we were 
setting up for the social in the park after the parade, a Mum and her two little daughters came to us from across the 
road where they live and delivered four wonderful homemade cupcakes 'For the soldiers'.  What a moving gesture and 
nice to see the youth being involved. 
 
On the 11

th
 November 2012 we are going to have a social get together in the same park (Orleigh Park - West End, 

Brisbane) at 1100 hrs.  Bring whatever you want to eat and drink, and something to sit on, and join us.” 
Editor’s Note: Readers are reminded to keep watch on our Events page at 
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/events.htm to see what is on in your area. 
 
Canberra, Australia 
Jimmy Swan reported on a successful parade in Canberra after which they were hosted by the 8

th
 Battalion Royal 

Australian Regiment. 
 

http://www.rhodesianservices.org/events.htm
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Rhodesians post parade in Canberra. Photo from Jimmy Swan 

4
th

 in from right hand side is Brig. John ‘Digger’ Essex Clark, 3
rd

 in is Jimmy Swan. 
 
Perth, Australia 

 

 
A good turnout of Rhodesians from all branches of the services march in Perth. Photo from Peter Glynn 
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Sydney, Australia 
 

 
Former Rhodesian Security Forces form up in Sydney. 

Dave Morley ex BSAP and Australian Forces is front and centre. 
Photo by Judy and Gerry Fitzgerald 

Grunter's Good Oil  
Greetings Everyone  
Thanks to all those who sent me their thoughts on the cricket last month.  It certainly proved a popular read judging 
from all the feedback I received.  I will certainly look to do a follow up on those stories. 
 
While doing a bit of research for this month I came across this article that I thought might be of interest.  Despite what 
is said, politics and sport will always mix and for some it is worse than others.  If you look around the world today there 
are numerous countries that should be barred from sport if the same criteria that was applied to us was true for them.  
How Fiji is allowed to compete with the rest of the world is beyond me. Welcome to the world of double standards and 
double crossing. 
 
Rhodesia's ‘rebel and racist’ Olympic team: Athletic glory, national legitimacy and the clash of politics and 
sport. 
 
This article traces the history of the Olympic participation of the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland, then the 
British colony of Southern Rhodesia, and then unilaterally independent settler-ruled Rhodesia after 1965, placing 
heavy emphasis on the racially integrated aspects of the sporting sphere. Rhodesia's status in the International 
Olympic Committee inevitably came under assault after 1965 owing to its white government and international sporting 
sanctions.  The battles of the press, the high-level diplomatic manoeuvring, and finally the IOC debate first to exclude 
Rhodesia from Munich and then to permanently expel the Rhodesian NOC in 1975 are analysed in detail.  As a 
charismatic organization, the IOC operated outside the world of rules and rational principles, devoted to certain values 
expressed in ‘Olympism’.  Because of this commitment, and the resulting belief that politics had no place in sport, the 
IOC was insulated from the great changes taking place in the world at large.  The newly independent world sought to 
make democratic equality a part of the Olympic vision, trumping the long-held charismatic principles of the IOC; the 
expulsion of Rhodesia was the culmination of this trend. 
 
You can read the rest of the story by going to this link Rhodesian Olympics or copy/paste this into your web-browser  
http://www.slideshare.net/IndyJ02/rhodesian-olympic-team where you will find a fascinating insight into the behind the 

http://www.slideshare.net/IndyJ02/rhodesian-olympic-team
http://www.slideshare.net/IndyJ02/rhodesian-olympic-team
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door deals and horse trading that went on with regard to Rhodesia. You will see that Rhodesia had a good friend in 
Avery Brundage, the American athlete who was the fifth president of the IOC and who actually handed in his notice 
when Rhodesia was expelled.  Brundage strongly opposed the exclusion of Rhodesia from the Olympics and he was 
bitterly resentful that Rhodesia was prevented from competing in the 1972 Summer Olympics in Munich, West 
Germany, (the last Games of his tenure as IOC president).That controversy was soon overshadowed by the events 
now known as the "Munich Massacre," although Brundage famously equated both events as attacks on Olympic 
integrity during his address.  This brought howls of derision from the loony left who questioned how the two events 
could even be compared! 
 
I am sure you will find it interesting, so have a look and send me your thoughts, they are always well received. 
 
For those of you who know the Galloway's from their farm in the Barwick area, or from Churchill you will know that 
sport runs rich in their veins.  So it will come as no surprise that Chris Galloway's son Richard has made the England 
under 16 team where he competed in the recent 6 nations tournament for the under 16’s.  We wish Richard all the 
best for the future & will follow his career with interest. 
 

 
Chris and Richard Galloway 

 
Today the 28th April 2012 is marked by the passing of one of the all-time All Black greats.  Fred "The Needle" Allen 
passed away at the ripe old age of ninety two. 
 
Fred was an All Black captain who played twenty one games for the All Blacks, but it was as a coach that he really 
excelled.  Fred as coach of the All Blacks remained unbeaten in 14 matches from 1966 - 1968. He was a popular and 
hugely respected member of the New Zealand Rugby fraternity. 
 
Sir Fred served as a lieutenant in the 27

th
 and 30

th
 New Zealand Battalions during World War II and was instrumental 

in starting service rugby and played in the "Kiwis" Army team that toured Britain following the war. 
 
However, there is a little known dent in his rugby career that is not often spoken about.  Fred was captain of the 1949 
All Black team that toured South Africa and Rhodesia.  Of course, known to all of us, John Morkel and his legendary 
Rhodesian team first beat the All Blacks in Bulawayo and then drew with them in the following week in Salisbury to 
cement themselves into Rhodesian folklore. 
 
Sadly John Morkel passed away on the 4

th
 July 2010 at his home in Natal.  I am sure John will be one of the first up 

there to meet Fred Allen, shake his hand and remind him of his trip to Rhodesia in 1949 and reminisce about the good 
times they had.  Go well Sir Fred. 
 
Please send me any of your recollections or anecdotes of any sport that you were involved in to 
fourstreams@xtra.co.nz  I also appreciate your feedback. 
 
‘Til next month go well. 
Regards  
Grunter 

 

mailto:fourstreams@xtra.co.nz
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 Dateline Rhodesia 1890 – 1980  
by Gerry van Tonder 

 
May 

 
Newsflash Headlines+++02 May 1902 Col Frank Rhodes meets with amaNdebele chiefs asking them to look after 
his late brother's grave for all time +++ On 30 May 1916, after encountering strong resistance, 300 troops of 2 RR 
secure a bridge over the Pangani River in German East Africa +++ On 29 May 1920 a Le Rhone Avro, the Rhodesia, 
flown by Capt C Thompson, becomes the first aircraft to land in Gwelo +++ 29 May 1955 The two pilots of a Tiger 
Moth are killed as their aircraft crashes in Marlborough, Salisbury +++ On 10 May 1956 Federal Governor General, 
Lord Llewellin opens the world's longest suspension footbridge, the 230 yard long timber construction across the 
Zambezi by Kariba +++ 13 May 1966 Twenty Africans are jailed for undergoing training in sabotage and espionage in 
communist countries +++ On 4 May 1968, the National Association of Coloured Peoples calls for the government to 
scrap the Land Tenure Act +++ On 1 May 1973, 28-year old Rhodesian journalist Peter Niesewand wins his appeal 
against his conviction and jail sentence under the Official Secrets Act. +++   
 
In Brief  
On 25 May 1967, four heavily-armed terrorists, found hiding in the back of a truck, were killed by security forces.  The 
incident, which occurred 25 miles north of Karoi on the main Kariba/Chirundu road, happened when a search was 
conducted of a Stuttaford's removals pantechnicon which was parked up in a lay-by.  Upon hearing suspicious noises 
in the back, the patrol opened the doors to investigate, only to be met by a hail of gunfire.  In the ensuing fire-fight, all 
four insurgents were killed and a member of the patrol injured.  The driver of the vehicle claimed that the gang had 
stopped him near Makuti just after the turn-off to Kariba, and forced him at gun-point to carry them to Salisbury.  In the 
back of the truck, the patrol found automatic weapons, a machine-gun, explosives, and quantities of subversive 
literature.  This incident took place only eight days after another small group, which had also infiltrated from Zambia, 
had handed themselves over to Security Forces on the southern shore of Lake Kariba. 
 

 
A Police road-block on the Chirundu road immediately after this incident.  Note old weaponry. 

 
On 4 May 1972, Lord Pearce signed the Report of the Commission on Rhodesian Opinion, effectively rejecting the 21 
November 1971 proposals for a settlement to the Rhodesian political stalemate.  Based on a modified 1969 
Rhodesian Constitution, the newly-elected British Government of Conservative Edward Heath accepted the settlement 
proposals based on an expanded franchise, with the provision that they be "… acceptable to the people of Rhodesia 
as a whole." The Commission's stay in Rhodesia was accompanied by widespread intimidation and unlawful activities, 
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including arson, looting, rioting sabotage and assault.  The ANC denied that they were responsible for influencing 
African opinion through intimidation, accusing the staff of Internal Affairs of being obstructive by not allowing 
commissioners ready access to tribes' people in the TTLs.  Based on Pearce's opinion that "…the people of Rhodesia 
as a whole do not regard the proposals as acceptable as a basis for independence," the Tories shelved these 
proposals.  Smith referred to the report as "inept" and "naïve" adding that the Commissioners were just a "…group of 
foreigners stumbling around." He was sickened "at the farcical nature of the whole thing." 
 

 
On 15 May 1973, two Canadian tourists sight-seeing at the Victoria Falls, were shot at from Zambia.  Christine Sinclair 
(19), a student from Guelph, Ontario, was killed.  Her friend, Maria Drijber of Rockwood, Ontario, upon being shot fell 
into the river and it was therefore presumed that she had died also.  American John Crothers was wounded in the 
shooting.  The Rhodesian government made formal protests to their Zambian counterparts, seeking assurances from 
them that search teams would be safe to enter the area of the fourth gorge to look for Miss Drijber's body.  Nothing 
was heard from them, and two days later, rescue operations were still suspended as Canadian diplomats in Lusaka 
were equally unsuccessful in obtaining any form of assistance from Zambia.  Eventually, and with added pressure 
from American diplomats, Zambia said they would "investigate." Zambian High Commissioner in London, Amos Phiri, 
told the BBC that he knew nothing of the incident, and that to suggest that Zambian troops were involved was 
"nonsense." 
 

 
Rhodesia Herald drawing of the site where the shooting happened. 
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Operation Aztec: 28 May 1977  
Operation Aztec was launched at the end of May 1977 with the objective of disrupting ZANLA incursions into south 
east Rhodesia.  It would be a combined operation, comprising elements of the 2nd Battalion, Rhodesia Regiment; 2 
Commando, 1st Battalion the Rhodesian Light Infantry; the Rhodesian Corps of Engineers; No's 1, 3, 4, 5 and 7 
Squadrons of the Rhodesian Air Force; and the Selous Scouts. 
 
The plan would be for 2RR to strike a short distance into Mozambique, neutralising any insurgent staging posts they 
might encounter in the area.  At the same time, there would be a two-pronged deployment of RLI troops, one by 
helicopter to a ZANLA camp known as Rio, with an estimated strength of 150 ZANLA, and the other to be parachuted 
into Madulo Pan, the site of another ZANLA base.  A Selous Scouts flying column would penetrate along the railway 
line as far as Jorge do Limpopo, destroying ZANLA camps on the way.  They would base-up for three weeks and send 
forces to attack camps at Mapai and Pafuri.  Vital air attack and logistical support would be provided by the Air Force. 
 
As night fell on 28 May, Captain John Murphy led the 110-strong Selous Scouts flying column as it crossed into 
Mozambique.  Vehicles included heavily-armed Unimogs, home-made Pigs, a "liberated" Willy's Jeep and a ten-tonne 
DAF.  Weaponry included 81mm mortars and a Russian B19 recoilless rifle.  At the head of the column, Engineers 
cleared the bush track in the direction of the Cabora Bassa power lines. 
 
As the successful troops from 2 Commando were being airlifted by helicopter from the ZANLA camp at Rio to return to 
Buffalo Range in Rhodesia, they encountered small arms ground fire. This resulted in Trooper Chris "Bobo" Edmunds, 
who because of his height had been sitting in the front near the tech, being shot and killed. 
 

 
Illustration by Dudley Wall. 

 
At 1100 that morning, Canberras of No 5 Squadron put in air strikes at Madulo Pan, which were followed immediately 
by a ground assault by 24 paratroops of 2 Commando, RLI.  After 45 minutes of tree-top flying from Rhodesia, the 
pilot of the Dakota carrying the paratroops eased his aircraft up to 500 feet, the jump height for this infiltration.  As the 
troops hit the ground and took cover, they were surprised to be met by an eerie silence.  They had expected fierce 
resistance, but as they advanced in a sweep line, it was soon evident that the camp had been evacuated in a hurry, 
with tracks leading off to Jorge do Limpopo.  Had they been forewarned? 
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Satisfied that the RLI had matters taken care of, the flying column, supported by further Hunter air strikes, took the 
town of Jorge do Limpopo, only to discover that the main ZANLA base had been moved back to Mapai.  
However, large quantities of equipment, vehicles and stores were captured. 
 
The decision to strike again at Mapai was quickly ratified by General Peter Walls who, dressed in shorts and a T-shirt, 
had joined Lt Colonel Ron Reid-Daly at the Inkomo Ops Room to follow the progress of the external operation.  To 
safe-guard his escape route, Murphy was instructed to uplift the RLI paras from Madulo Pan to garrison Jorge do 
Limpopo so that he could lead the Scouts south to the ZANLA stronghold at Mapai.  The waiting RLI troopers split up 
amongst the vehicles of the flying column, squeezing in next to big bearded men they referred to, although not to their 
faces, as "Woollies!" 
 
The clearing and subsequent securing of Jorge do Limpopo by the heavily-armed column had been brutally quick and 
efficient.  Twelve RLI troops continued on to Mapai with the Scouts, leaving the remaining twelve, Stops 6,7 and 8, to 
hold the position until the column returned. 
 
These twelve soldiers set up an ambush position in the only available cover, a clump of trees just north of the town.  
As they lay in a line some fifty metres from the road, they soon saw a large group of fifty to sixty well-armed ZANLA 
moving down the road.  They were spread out, so attack by the RLI men would have been extremely risky.  No sooner 
had the Rhodesians radioed a Lynx for assistance when they came under a barrage of mortar and small arms fire.  
They had been compromised.  Nightfall brought no respite, as only the tree canopy above their heads seemed to 
prevent incoming mortar bombs from exploding amongst them in their 360 degree defensive position. 
 
Day two saw the men desperately continue to hold their tenuous position, tired, thirsty and hungry.  That night they 
heard a train arrive as the enemy continued to reconsolidate its position in the town they had vacated earlier.  
Retreating further into the relative shelter of the trees during the following day, the men continued to repel small 
groups of ZANLA moving towards their position, finally using their 2" mortar to unsettle the enemy as to their actual 
strengths and capabilities.  This action bought them sufficient time to urgently request air support.  They were in 
imminent danger of being overrun. 
 

 
 
Advising Blue Leader of their exact locstat, they suggested that the area around their position be bombed and strafed, 
forcing the enemy back into Jorge do Limpopo.  Hunters responded with Sneb rockets and 40mm cannon fire, saving 
the lives of the ground troops, but the pilot could only empathise with the fact that his fellow Rhodesians had no food, 
little water, and were running out of ammunition.  They held out for another two days before an RLI convoy of trucks 
arrived in a blaze of gunfire to rescue them.  The sleep-deprived, hungry and thirsty commandos wolfed down the 
contents of FRELIMO rat packs provided by their saviours. 
 
As this desperate situation at Jorge do Limpopo was developing, the Air Force Hunters were again providing 
invaluable air support, softening perimeter defences at Mapai.  Securing the Mapai airstrip after a serious firefight with 
well-equipped elements of ZANLA and FRELIMO, the Selous Scouts column pushed on to Mapai, where they 
recovered large quantities of ammunition and vehicles. 
 
A Dakota of No 3 Squadron brought in a team of mechanics to repair some of the vehicles to help transport material 
back to Rhodesia, followed by a second flight as Captain Neil Kriel of the Recce Troop was sent in by Reid-Daly at the 
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head of a demolition team to blow up as much of the Mapai infrastructure as possible, in an attempt to render the base 
unfit for future use. 
 

 
ZANLA moving through the bush in Mozambique 

A third Dakota flight arrived later that evening, bringing in more explosives and mortar bombs in addition to extra men 
from Malapati to help hold the airstrip.  At 2000hours, fully laden with captured ammunition and brand new tyres, 
Skipper Jerry Lynch applied full throttle to coax the Dakota off the airstrip which was being lit up by truck headlights 
and strobe lights.  Lifting barely ten feet off the ground, the aircraft came under small arms fire from out of the dark.  
Moments later, an RPG7 rocket struck the starboard engine.  Lynch's only option was to cut the port engine to stop 
the aircraft yawing, and to bring it back down.  The interior was now on fire, as Lynch brought the crippled Dakota to a 
halt just before a line of trees.  Only then, taking stock of their situation, did he realise that his co-pilot, Bruce Collocott, 
had been fatally shot.  As flames engulfed the aircraft, Lynch and his other crew member, Flight Sergeant Russell 
Wantenaar, got out and ran for cover, armed only with a pistol.  The bright light given off as the Dakota exploded, 
revealed a screaming and swearing Capt John Murphy running towards them, leading two Scouts vehicles and firing 
his pistol into the trees. 
 
The following morning, Captain Charlie Small (Killed in Action in Mozambique on 6 September 1979 when Puma 164 
was shot down) and Lieutenant Chris Gough were choppered in to blow up and destroy what remained of Dakota 
R3702.  This World War II workhorse was the country's first Dakota, purchased from South Africa in 1947 at a very 
low price at the behest of General Jan Smuts, whose personal plane it once was. 
 
Again leaving the RLI protecting Jorge do Limpopo, the Scouts convoy continued to strike south to Mabalane.  As they 
went, Charlie Small and his explosives team demolished as much of the rail line infrastructure as possible so as to 
ensure that ZANLA cadres could not be trained in to Mapai. 
 
Judging the operation to have been a success and under increasing pressure from South Africa for the Rhodesian 
troops to be withdrawn from this sovereign state, Murphy recovered his men safely back to Rhodesia, destroying 
further sections of railway line and laying booby-trapped landmines as they progressed.  Waiting to welcome back the 
weary, unwashed soldiers as they got off the vehicles, were General Peter Walls, Air Vice Marshall Mick McLaren and 
Minister PK van der Byl. 
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Typical heavily-armed "Pig" (foreground) and Unimogs employed on external raids; this one on Op Miracle. 

 
Know the Medal 
As from this month's column, I am introducing a series looking at Rhodesian Medals, Awards and Decorations.  With 
the country being declared a Republic in 1970, a system of Warrants promulgated a unique and, in historical terms, 
very short-lived, set of honours and decorations.  These generally reflected the acknowledged actions of those who 
served in a decade of the Bush War, from the top gallantry award, The Grand Cross of Valour, to the humble General 
Service Medal.  The medals were all struck in Bulawayo by Matthews Manufacturing, whose original owner Paul Elm, 
a talented artist, was more than likely also the designer. 
 
Awards were published in Government Gazettes and in 1980 by Army General Orders.  These notices legitimised 
recipient eligibility and it was only in the case of the RhGSM, because of numbers, that individuals were not listed.  
Twenty three medals and orders carried post nominal entitlement. The wearing of any Rhodesian medals follows strict 
order of precedence.  Honours, Decorations and Commendations can be split into five generic groups: the five classes 
within the Order of the Legion of Merit; eleven awards for distinguished, meritorious or outstanding service; eleven 
awards for gallantry; eleven awards for general and long service; and four unit-specific commendations signified by a 
particular device worn on a medal ribbon. 
 

 
 
Looking at the commendation devices above from left to right: 

 The Military Forces Commendation, for an act of bravery, distinguished service or continuous 
devotion to duty.  Divided into Operational and Non-operational, the silver (Operational) or bronze 
(Non Operational) pick device is displayed on the General Service Medal ribbon. 

 The Commissioner of Police Commendation for bravery, signified by a silver (Special Commendation) 
or bronze baton device worn on a green ribbon 25mm wide. This award is worn below other medals 
and decorations. The silver baton is worn as illustrated above (thong to the left of the wearer) and the 
bronze is worn with the thongs facing the right of the wearer. 

 The Secretary for Internal Affairs Commendation for bravery, distinguished service or continuous 
devotion to duty, signified by a bronze Oliphant (infantry powder horn) worn either on the GSM ribbon 
or that of the District Service Medal, which is blue.  This commendation was essentially the Intaf 
equivalent of the MFC, but staff were not regarded as combatant, so not eligible.  
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 The Director of Prisons Commendation, with the same qualifications as the MFC.  Signified by a 
bronze key, the device is worn on the ribbon of the Prison Service Medal. 

Above and Beyond 
On 19 May 1978, the Government Gazette listed the award of the Silver Cross of Rhodesia to Temporary Corporal 
Russell Phillips of Support Commando, 1st Battalion the Rhodesian Light Infantry. 
 

 
The Silver Cross of Rhodesia 

 
In September 1977, L/Cpl Phillips and another NCO tried to extricate a wounded officer from a cave which he had 
entered in pursuit of a terrorist.  However, they found that movement within the confined space of the cave made it 
difficult for them to use their FN rifles, so Phillips returned by himself armed only with a borrowed 9mm pistol.  Despite 
the fact that he was met by heavy fire from a range of less than five metres, he shot and killed one of the terrorists, 
before retiring to reload.  For a third time Phillips entered the dark cave, this time moving beyond the wounded officer 
so as to provide covering fire to allow medics to recover the wounded officer.  In the process, Phillips crawled deeper 
into the cave, killing a second terrorist and wounding another.  After the officer had been successfully evacuated, 
Phillips used grenades to silence any further resistance from any remaining terrorists still hiding in the dark.  At first 
light, a search found three dead terrorists in the cave.  His citation for his actions during this forty minute incident, 
states that he displayed supreme valour, placing himself in the gravest danger with total disregard for his own safety.  
"His outstanding personal courage and skill permitted the evacuation of a wounded man in the most hazardous of 
situations." 
 
A Snapshot in Time 
Thanks to those who dropped me a line with regard to last month's Snapshot in Time.  It was taken at Hot Dog base in 
Mozambique during Op Miracle.  Selected journalists, including Ministry of Information staff, were allowed in to record 
the aftermath and outcome of the attack.  The men are stood in front of the Scouts' Command Pig. 
 
This month, it is a real gallery of Who's Who taken at a time and place during the Bush War.  Do you recognise 
anyone?  Where and when?  Please either drop me a line at g.van-tonder@sky.com  or let the Editor have your 
comments about this very rare occasion. 
 

mailto:g.van-tonder@sky.com
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At the Going Down of the Sun 
On 19 May 1972 twelve members of the iconic Rhodesian African Rifles regimental band tragically lost their lives in a 
single accident.  As the demands on the deployment of rifle companies grew, routine border control duties were also 
being undertaken by others in the Battalion.  Maj Jim Parkin took a composite company of such men on a tour of duty 
in the Wankie area.  Included were drivers, clerks, storemen, signallers, and a platoon from the regimental band under 
command of the CSM of HQ Company.  
 
On that fateful day, a Bedford RL was used to deploy a patrol from the band in the Fuller Forest in Matetsi, west of 
Wankie.  The truck was following a farm road which crossed a very narrow grass and reed-covered earthen dam wall.  
In the process of crossing, the near-side front wheel of the RL slipped off the wall, causing the RL to topple over into 
the dam.  
 
The weight of their webbing with ammunition and grenades pulled them under.  Some were entangled in the 
vegetation, others by the superstructure of the truck.  In spite of the tireless efforts of Pte Vitalis to assist his fellow 
soldiers, twelve drowned.  Pte Vitalis was awarded the Military Forces Commendation (Ops) for his gallant efforts on 
that day. 
 
We remember…  
 

 R43804 Pte.  Phineas Chapange 

 R41949 L/Cpl.  Silvanos Dudzirayi  

 R43864 Pte.  Thomas Manduna  

 R43761 Pte.  Josephat Mangandura  

 R42582 L/Cpl.  Kefasi Muchato  

 R43901 Pte.  Benjamin Murambiwa  

 R53936 L/Cpl.  Tshaye Ndaza  

 R42764 Cpl.  Godfrey Ngorovani  
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 R43724 Pte.  Marandu Nyikadzino  

 R42792 Pte.  Chirambgwa Ranganayi  

 R64741 C/Sgt.  Ernest Takawira  

 R43457 Pte.  Maboko Wunganayi 
 

 
Click on the RAR badge above, follow the instruction for May 2012 

Across the Globe 

 On 21 May 1927 Charles Lindbergh completes the first Trans-Atlantic flight 

 On 8 May 1945 Victory in Europe against Germany is declared 

 On 1 May 1960 an American U-2 spy plane is shot down over the Soviet Union 
 
And…………. 
On 2 May 1952, the world's first commercial jet airliner, a de Havilland Comet, takes off from London for 
Johannesburg The 36 passengers on board paid up to £315 for a return ticket. 
 

What’s On In New Zealand 
AUCKLAND 
If you reside in the Auckland area please email Wolf and Alison Hucke at whucke@slingshot.co.nz  for more details of 
the monthly social meetings generally based around the Hobsonville RSA.  All are most welcome. 
 
TAURANGA 
The Garrison Club which is run by the 6

th
 Battalion Hauraki Group Regimental Association, is open every Friday from 

16:00 hrs and welcomes visitors.  'Graze and Movie Evenings' run by members of the Rhodesian Services Assn. are 
normally held on the 2

nd
 Friday of every month with proceeds being donated to the Hauraki Museum.  Email me at 

hbomford@clear.net.nz  to get on that mailing list, to see what is on and notification of any changes. Other local 
events are also advertised via email. The next Movie and Graze evening is 11

th
 May 2012. 

 

CQ Store 
Visit www.rhodesianservices.org/The%20Shop.htm  to see what is in store for you. Please give our CQ Store 
consideration when buying a present for friends or family. Profits from the sale of these items go towards the Museum 
Fund. 
All prices are in NZ$ and do not include postage. 
To order: 
Email thecqstore@rhodesianservices.org  with your requirements.  We will get it weighed and priced and get back to 
you with a total. 
Payment 
NZ customers can pay by direct deposit with bank details being supplied on request 
Overseas customers - we prefer payment by PayPal, personal or bank cheque.  We can accept personal cheques 
from most countries with the exception of South Africa. If you elect payment by PayPal, we will bill you from 
thecqstore@rhodesianservices.org  Please note that we can only process credit cards via PayPal.  We do not accept 
postal orders or Western Union transfers. Rest assured, if you want to make a purchase we will make a plan to enable 
you to pay! 

mailto:whucke@slingshot.co.nz
mailto:hbomford@clear.net.nz
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/The%20Shop.htm
mailto:thecqstore@rhodesianservices.org
mailto:thecqstore@rhodesianservices.org
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/appendices.htm
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 Clothing - shirts, jackets, caps, beanies, aprons, and regimental ties. 

 Berets & Badges – most Rhodesian units available. 

 Medals & Ribbons – an extensive range available. 

 Posters & Maps – high quality reproductions. 

 DVDs & Phone tones – historical footage, unique cell phone tones. 

 Other goods - flags, bumper stickers, lighters, and more, as well as quality products direct from our 
contributing supporters. 
 
Here are this month’s recommendations from our huge range of products: 
RSR bumper stickers 
The International Vehicle Registration Code RSR for Rhodesia was in use from 1965 - 1980. The black on white was 
the original and by popular demand we also made the Green and White ones. All our stickers are made from high 
quality vinyl and printed with long lasting ink. These stickers will last at least five years under normal use.  They will 
not wash off in the first car wash! Purchasers have been reporting toots and thumbs up from other road users. 
 

 
Oval black and white or colour as above in 2 sizes: 

Car 180mm x 110mm or Motorcycle 150mm x 90mm 
 
Price: NZ$5 plus postage (no difference in price for size or colour. 
 
Remembrance Poppy 
We introduced these lapel pins last month and turnover has been very pleasing. The Kiwi ones have been extremely 
popular. 
 
We have produced two designs as illustrated below in order to supply to those people who want to wear a 
Remembrance Poppy as a mark of respect on special days, not necessarily the nationally marked days of Armistice 
and ANZAC. We are also aware that some countries where Rhodesians are now living do not have any 
Remembrance Poppies available anyway.  
 
The Lion & Tusk design is obviously aimed at the Rhodesian market. The Kiwi design is in response to the increasing 
number of New Zealanders who have become associated with our Association as well as our intention to produce a 
better item than that which we see for sale in shops here. 
 

http://www.rhodesianservices.org/clothing.htm
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/berets---badges.htm
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/medals.htm
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/posters---maps.htm
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/dvds---sounds.htm
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/other-goods.htm
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We have deliberately kept our designs completely different to anything on the market or currently used by veteran’s 
welfare groups. Our statement on each label is as follows: 
“The Rhodesian Services Association is a Registered Charity under the New Zealand Charities Act 2005.  Registration 
number is CC25203. 
 
This Remembrance Poppy is not designed to replace poppies sold for the welfare of veterans.  This poppy can be 
worn on any occasion to commemorate those who are no longer with us. 
 
Profits from this sale are directed towards the development of museum displays and preservation of historic items.” 
 
Each one comes with a small label card in which you can write an inscription if you are going to be giving it to 
someone. 
 
Price is NZ$10 each plus postage. 

       
Pin Savers 
Are you sick of loosing the clasps off your lapel pins? Here is the answer to your problem. 
 

 
 
Price per packet of 12 (as illustrated above with Allen key) $15 or $1.50 each (no Allen key) plus postage. 
 

Books for Africa 
I again remind you that all the books and audio visual disks that I stock and sell are listed at 
www.rhodesianservices.org/Books.htm  These sales are my own hobby and income from sales is directed to me and 
not the Rhodesian Services Association.  However, the Association does benefit indirectly from these sales.  A great 
selection of books, many with a Rhodesian connection, can be found on the link above. All prices are in NZ$ and do 
not include postage. 
 
This month’s recommended buy (stock arriving soon – reserve a copy now): 
The If Man by Chris Ash. Price NZ$50 plus postage 

 
 

http://www.rhodesianservices.org/Books.htm
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This is a rollicking biography of Dr Leander Starr Jameson - hero, rogue and rascal of Empire and the man who 
inspired Kipling to write his masterpiece, ‘If’. 
 
The famous poem by Rudyard Kipling is based on the life of Jameson, and the suffering he endured as a result of the 
doomed raid that he and his Rhodesian and Bechuanaland policemen carried out against Paul Kruger’s Transvaal 
Republic in 1896.  In this engaging biography - in the style of Wilbur Smith meets Louis l’Amour - Ash recounts the life 
of this colonial statesman known as ‘Dr Jim’ or simply ‘The Doctor’.  He was an enigmatic man: when he died The 
Times estimated that his astonishing personal sway over his followers was equalled only by that of Parnell, the Irish 
patriot. 
 
During the fervour of the South African diamond rush Jameson established a small medical practice in Kimberley in 
1878; it was here that he met and forged a lifelong friendship with Cecil John Rhodes.  Jameson’s thirst for adventure, 
coupled with Rhodes’s dream of expanding the British Empire from the Cape to Cairo, led - under Royal Charter to the 
British South Africa Company - to the occupation of Mashonaland in 1890, with Jameson having laid the groundwork 
in his political dealings with Lobengula, King of the Matabele.  And so began Jameson’s rollercoaster adventure: from 
Administrator of Mashonaland, to the ‘invasion’ of Portuguese East Africa (Mozambique), the Matabele War and the 
infamous ‘Jameson Raid’ and his subsequent trial and incarceration in London. 
 
Despite the raid, Jameson had a successful political life.  He died on 26 November 1917 in London.  His body was laid 
in a vault at Kensal Green cemetery where it remained until the end of the First World War.  Ian Colvin wrote in 1923 
that Jameson’s body was then “...  carried to Rhodesia and on 22 May 1920, laid in a grave cut in the granite on the 
top of the mountain which Rhodes had called ‘The View of the World’ (in the Matopos Hills near Bulawayo), close 
beside the grave of his friend.”  
 
A British Colonial and ex-Gordon Highlander, Chris Ash has spent much of his life in Africa, usually drilling for oil in the 
least pleasant places.  Blessed (cursed?) with a love of adventure, when he was twenty four Chris drove his Land 
Rover from London to Cape Town and decided to stay.  His passion for Victorian history was sparked by watching 
‘Zulu’ and ‘Breaker Morant’ as a child, and stoked by a drunken argument with an irate Afrikaner in Pietersburg. 
 

 The Rhodesia Regiment Book Project  
This project is on the path to publication but there is a lot of work still to do to finish off the illustration cataloguing, 
editing of the text and completing various rolls. Publication will be in 2013. 
We require information on the following: 
 

 National Service Intake numbers, dates and details – please email Gerry van Tonder at g.van-
tonder@sky.com with details. See the list below of intakes that we have no information on. 

 We have some conflicting information relating to Intakes 120 to 125. Please can anyone from those intakes, 
who has not already contacted Gerry van Tonder do so urgently on email g.van-tonder@sky.com 

 Leadership details – CO, 2I/C and RSM of all Battalions; OC, 2I/C and CSM of all Independent Companies up 
to 1978 - please email Gerry van Tonder at g.van-tonder@sky.com with details. 

 We require someone skilled on Google Earth to extract and mark some maps for us. Please email 
hbomford@clear.net.nz if you have the time (labour of love) and skill. 

 We require information on the 1 RR and 2 RR pipe bands. A principal question is what tartan they wore. 
Please email hbomford@clear.net.nz  

 We require photos and details of rifle grenades and hand grenades used in the 1970’s. Email 
hbomford@clear.net.nz  

Details required for the following intakes: 
18  
20  
21  
23  
25  
26  
28  
29  
30  
31  
32  
35  
36  
37  

38  
40  
44  
45  
46  
47  
50  
51  
52  
53  
54  
57  
58  
60  

61  
62  
63  
67  
68  
72  
74  
75  
76  
78  
80  
83  
85  
86  

90  
100  
101  
103  
104  
110  
117  
118  
127  
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Our Supporters – please also view our webpage http://www.rhodesianservices.org/our-

supporters.htm 
This section is for individuals and businesses who support this Association either by giving us something for auction at 
the RV in October; by donations from sales generated from our listings of their product or service; by offering discount 
to buyers who mention the Rhodesian Services Association when making a purchase; contributing material to our 
Museum and Archives. 
 
Email me at theeditor@rhodesianservices.org for details of how you get a mention here. 
 
The Association is very grateful to all our contributors, please reciprocate this support by supporting them in turn. 
Please don’t forget to mention where you saw their advert. 
 
Roan Antelope Music special for May 2012 
Hi to all our Friends, Rhodies and Countrymen,  
April has been a busy month with John playing in Natal for the launch of Keith Nell’s book "Viscount Down", then on to 
Magersfontein in Kimberley promoting his CD "The Boer War in Song". This masterpiece has been well received in 
South Africa, Australia and Canada.  It is a fantastic collector’s item with factual stories in song!  If you have not got a 
copy yet, don't delay! 
 
Well well, our surprise for the merry month of May is a DVD called "Rhodesianaland”. Do keep this DVD in mind for a 
gift for Mother’s day which is coming up in May. 
 
Here's what it is all about: 
Rhodesia was ‘recreated’ at Tshipise as "Rhodesianaland" in September 1990. It was the largest week-long gathering 
of Rhodesians outside the borders of Rhodesia, and used to celebrate the founding of Rhodesia in 1890 with the 
arrival of the Pioneer Column at what was to become Salisbury.  At this gathering were celebrities such as the Hon. 
Ian Douglas Smith and Gen. Peter Walls. 
 
This event was filmed by Mark Williams, and compered by our very own Derek Watts of Carte Blanche fame. 
 
Ian Smith gave a poignant speech on this occasion - which should be remembered forever - before witnessing a re-
enactment of 100 years earlier, to the minute, of the raising of the flag at Fort Salisbury. 
 
Also on film we have the rare live music performance of John Edmond and his son Grant Edmond in front of 1,000 
spectators.  All true Rhodesians!  Incidentally, a Guiness Book of Records event was also filmed - of the biggest 
concentration ever of people together in one swimming pool. This was great fun for everyone participating. 
See, hear and re-live it all on DVD, you might even be in the audience? If you were there it will bring back a flood of 
memories!  If not, it will showcase the great event. Re-live "Rhodesianaland" like only true Rhodesians can. 
 
This DVD was compiled to assist the Flame Lily Foundation with funds so 50% of all sales will be paid to their 
account.  Add this piece of "Rhodesiana"  to your collection and serve a great cause.  This DVD is in PAL system 
format. 
 
The FLF is a registered welfare and cultural organisation, run for Rhodesians by Rhodesians.  They rely entirely on 
the goodwill of volunteers to achieve their objectives and currently enjoy the direct support of some 2,000 paid-up 
members in South Africa and abroad. They promote, further and secure the interests of former residents of 
Rhodesia/Zimbabwe and their descendants living in South Africa. Web info: www.flf.rasa.org  or e-mail John Redfern 
rasa@iafrica.com  
 
Price: 
RSA R225 postage included. For overseas orders add the following for post and pack to: 
UK + R105 USA + R100 AUS + R140 NZ +R145 
 
To order go to: 
Roan Antelope Music www.johnedmond.co.za  
Email: info@johnedmond.co.za  
Tel: +27 (0)14 735 0774 / +27 (0)71 699 0362 Fax: +27 (0)86 273 5492 
 
Buckles and Tees www.bucklesandtees.co.nz  
Mike Vivier has a number of Rhodesian related lines which include the 'Advice to Terrorists' image on t-shirts and 
aprons as well this stunning Rhodesia Regiment belt buckle which sells for NZ$24.95 excluding postage.  100% New 
Zealand made. 
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Mike donates a portion of his income from all Rhodesian related items sold to the Rhodesian Services Association. 
Please email Mike at mike_jovivier@xtra.co.nz with your order or query or go to www.bucklesandtees.co.nz  and do it 
on-line. 
 

The Global Forked Stick - Snippets and Requests 
Puma 164 Update - Family of David Rex Prosser finally found 
Neill Jackson writes: 
“Excellent news! 
 
Last night, 16 April 2012, three years to the day after Rick van Malsen posted the first news of the location of the 
Puma 164 crash site on the ORAFs website, I finally spoke to a member of David Rex Prosser's family; his nephew 
Richard Halford, in London. 
 
Late last week I received an e-mail from Sacha Taylor-Jobbins in Nottingham, UK, saying that her father Kevin Taylor 
had been a great boyhood friend of Dave Prosser and had often wondered if his grave had ever been found.  On a 
whim, Sacha decided to browse the internet for information and came across one of the websites carrying news of the 
Puma search.  She contacted me immediately asking for information, and also offering to assist with contacting the 
remaining family of Dave Prosser.  Incidentally, Sacha's husband is a serving member of 1 Parachute Regiment of the 
British Army. During the course of several e-mail and telephone conversations with Sacha and her father Kevin, gaps 
in our knowledge of Dave's family were filled in: 

 Dave's mother passed away some time ago and there has been no mention of his father to date. 

 Dave's sister Biddie, or Bridget, lived in Cape Town but died several years ago from post surgical 
complications.  

 Biddie had three sons; Richard, Scott and Stephen, all of whom have lived in South Africa but are now 
back in UK, living in London. 

 Dave and Bridget had an older sister, Alison, who lives in Australia and who was in England last year for a 
family funeral. 

Richard Halford is currently endeavouring to contact this aunt to enlighten her and put her in contact with us. 
Kevin's brother and his family still live in Cape Town and remained close to Bridget and her boys while they were 
there. 
Having located the widow and children of Engineer Mick Jones over Christmas 2011, the search for the next of kin is 
almost complete; we are in contact with the family of Dave Prosser, but would obviously like to communicate with his 
sister Alison. 
 
I will keep you posted. 
 
Thanks to all for their support and encouragement, and thanks to Sacha for making the initial effort to find and contact 
us. 
 
Keep well,  
Best regards,  
Neill Jackson 
Email neillj@vodamail.co.za “ 
 
Congratulations to Neill and the team for sticking to this project so tenaciously.  
 
Rhodesian Army Officer’s Greens Jacket Found Dumped 
There has been a lot of postings on Facebook about this officer’s greens jacket. The basic information that was posted 
was not accurate The following was found dumped in Queensburgh, Durban. It was clearly thrown out and not the 
subject of a robbery: 
A greens jacket with major ranks, Army patches on both sleeves, RGSM ribbon bar, Rhodesian Engineers flame brass 
collars. 
 
It is believed that the owner lived in a block of flats nearby and was called Thomas or Thompson. 
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If anyone knows of an officer by this surname who was in the Rhodesian Corps of Engineers please contact Craig 
Fourie on email rhodesia@telkomsa.net  
 
RAR Tree planting by Gerry van Tonder 
In attendance: 

 Brig Dave Heppenstall 

 Brig Mike Shute 

 Rev Maj. Terry Mesley-Spong 

 Malcolm Clewer 

 Hobo Hobson 

 Will Ransom 

 Gerry van Tonder and wife Tracey 

 Mark Hope-Hall and his son Michael 
 
A tree was planted, along with a short ceremony, on Tuesday 03 April 2012 at the 150-acre National Memorial 
Arboretum, Alrewas, England.  It was a cold and wet morning. Malcolm Clewer gave a short address, flowed by a brief 
service led by Rev Mesley-Spong.  
 
The tree, an Hungarian Oak, was planted near the exit to the park, and very close to the main Visitor Centre. The 
actual memorial is still to be constructed and will be adjacent to that of the BSAP on the corner of Yeomanry Avenue 
and Far East Walk. 
 
Important Note: David Heppenstall requests that all former RAR servicemen (and this includes all the National 
Servicemen who were in the RAR Indep. Companies), make contact with him. David’s email address is 
d.heppenstall@uwclub.net  

 
David Heppenstall shows good technique on the foshoro (chiShona for spade). 

 

 
L-R: Hobo Hobson, Mark Hall, Mike Shute, Padre Terry Mesley-Spong, Gerry van Tonder, Malcolm Clewer, Will 

Ransom, David Heppenstall 
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Rhodesians World Wide 

 
 
The January – March 2012 issue is out now. This magazine is in its twenty seventh year of publication “Keeping the 
Spirit Alive”. This is an amazing record. It is run on a very tight budget and only through dedication and guts does it 
keep on appearing in our letter boxes every three months. It is always packed full of interesting articles, contact 
pages, and always has something of interest to offer the reader. Please support Chris and Annette Whitehead by 
subscribing. 
 
Subscription costs per annum for four issues: 
USA $20; UK £12; Canada $26; Australia $30; New Zealand $34; South Africa R80 
In most cases you can pay with a personal cheque, but drafts and PayPal options are also available. South Africans 
are able to pay to a local account. Contact Chris Whitehead on email rhodesia@rhodesia.org or write to Rhodesians 
Worldwide, PO box 22034, Mesa, Arizona 85277-2034, USA for more details 
 
The Lion & Tusk – Magazine of the Rhodesian Army Association 
The Lion & Tusk magazine is another Rhodesian publication that has been around for many years and run by a small 
dedicated team. The March issue recently to hand featured Lt. General John Hickman on the front and has reports 
and articles from around the world – historic and current. 
 
Subscriptions for the two issues per annum: 
A one-off joining fee of £10 applies, then for UK and Northern Ireland £10; Europe £17; rest of the world £18. 
 
Write to: 
The Secretary of the Rhodesian Army Assn., The Oaks, Park Farm Close, Shadoxhurst, Kent, TN26 1LD, England or 
email co-editors David Heppenstall d.heppenstall@uwclub.net or Iain Harper iain@umgusa.fsnet.co.uk  
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Can anyone help with these requests? 
“Dear Hugh 
My late brother Herman van Rheede was a Lance Corporal in Intake 159 Signals and I would appreciate it if anyone 
can let me have any photographs with him in them. 
 
Also we are trying to track down a couple we lost contact with when they moved from Rhodesia to South Africa - Stix 
and Maryanne Le Grange.  
 
Any assistance with the above will be greatly appreciated. 
 
Best regards 
Helena van Rheede” 
 
Please send your reply to Helena on email helena.e.b.a@gmail.com  
 
“I would like to find my father’s records of when he was in the Rhodesian Kings African Rifles (sic) and the Signals as 
a band master.  His name was Major Frank Sutton.  We lived in Salisbury, Rhodesia, at 31 Atkinson Drive, Hillside. 
 
Thank you, regards, 
Kennedy Sutton” 
 
Please send your reply to Kennedy on email ksutton8@gmail.com  
 
National Service Officers Course Photos 
Dave Stedman and Stewart Fairbairn are trying to generate a pictorial record of the national service officer courses 
that passed through the School of Infantry. They are looking for the graduation photographs of each intake.  To date 
they have the following photographs (though not are all in good condition): Intakes 130, 139, 147, 151B, 152, 154, 
157A, 157B and 164. 
 
Any additional photographs will be welcomed. 
 
Please scan and forward them to stedman@mweb.co.za or stewartfairbairn@bigpond.com  
 
Walking the length of the Zambezi 
The intrepid David Lemon (ex BSAP) wrote to me on 15

th
 April 2012: 

“Hi Hugh,  
Just to let you know that in six days’ time I fly from Jo’burg to Zambia, from where I intend to become the first person 
to walk the entire length of the Zambezi.  It is a fairly daunting prospect but if any of your subscribers want to follow my 
progress, they can see it on www.bondliteraryagent.com   
 
I fear that following progress depends a great deal on my communicative skills, but in spite of being loaded down with 
technology, I haven't a clue how to use most of it, so God only knows how the web site will develop.  However, I will 
have time on my hands to learn I suppose. 
 
Although the object of the walk is basically to satisfy some deep-seated (and horribly masochistic) urge in my soul, we 
have linked it to my work with elephants and the subsequent book (Jonathan Ball have promised to do it 'if I survive' - 
cheeky buggers!) will also try to highlight what is being done to elephants in the Zambezi Valley. 
 
I hope all goes well with you and when you guys get together, please raise the odd glass or two to one geriatric river 
walker. 
 
Cheers for now,  
David Lemon” 
 
Friendly fire to help frail care soldiers by Leanne Jansen 
Extract from The Mercury published 9

th
 April 2012 sent in by Chuck Osborne. See 

http://www.iol.co.za/mercury/friendly-fire-to-help-frail-care-soldiers-1.1271918  
 
“Far from the North African battlefields of World War II, a Bren Gun Carrier army tank sits parked in a driveway in the 
Durban suburb of Queensburgh.  
 
But passersby need not be startled by the .50 calibre Browning machine gun pointing towards the road, because it is 
only a life-size model and the “gun” is made from wood.  The tank was built to raise funds for retired military men in 
need of frail care. 
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Howard Prothero, 59, a member of the Memorable Order of Tin Hats (Moths), and eight others worked on the tank for 
18 months. All that remains is the test drive and final tweaks, so that come October it will be a major drawcard at the 
Flame Lily Park féte, in aid of a local home for former servicemen. Prothero is hoping that children will scramble for a 
free ride in the tank, which is powered by a Datsun 1800 engine.  
 
“If you keep the children happy, their parents will stay (at the féte) longer,” the former Rhodesian and British soldier 
said.  “We won’t exceed 8km/h, although in theory it should reach 30km/h or 40km/h.” Prothero said he had decided 
on the British-developed Bren Gun Carrier, which was used mainly in the deserts of North Africa against the Germans 
during World War II for the project, because it had space for passengers.  
 
He estimates the tank weighs 750kg.  Although he paid some of the bill, fortunately most of the material needed for its 
construction was donated. “We had to beg, borrow and steal,” fellow Moth and boilermaker Gerry Nell, 58, added.  
 
Asked if he had any engineering qualifications, Prothero said his experience in making wheelchairs had come in 
handy. The idea behind the Moths, who have 2,500 members in KwaZulu-Natal alone and are celebrating their 85

th
  

anniversary next month, had always been for ex-servicemen to support each other, he said.  
 
“At the Flame Lily Park retirement home, where many Moths live, there are about 100 ex-servicemen in frail care 
which costs about R5,000 a month each,” Prothero said.  
 
After the féte, Flame Lily Park, and not his driveway, would become home to the tank.  
 
“It doesn’t belong to me.  We’re just a bunch of crazy guys who decided to build a tank and use it for a good cause,” 
Prothero said.” 
 
Until next time – go well 
Cheers 
Hugh  
 

 Celebrate ‘Rhodesia Day’* on the 11th November each year       
 

*The concept of ‘Rhodesia Day’ originates from Eddy Norris and family. During the 90 year 

life span of Rhodesia we experienced the best of times and the worst of times. I encourage everyone to use this 

day to remember the good times as well as remembering those who are no longer with us. 
 

Rhodesian Services Association donations. 
You can make a donation to the Rhodesian Services Association by clicking on our 'Collection Hat' below which is a 
typical slouch hat of the type used by the Rhodesian Army up until the 1960’s. Click on the hat or this link: 
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=MLMB2B8Y2UY3G  
and if you are registered with PayPal the process will be immediate. If you are not a PayPal member you will be given 
instruction on how to make a credit card payment via PayPal. Thank you - every bit helps. 

  
 
This newsletter is compiled by Hugh Bomford, Newsletter Editor of the Rhodesian Services Association.  It contains 
many personal views and comments which may not always be the views of the Association or Committee. 
 
This newsletter is sent to registered subscribers. To unsubscribe press this link: UNSUBSCRIBE and send the email. 
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