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Greetings 
As I write this it is the weekend of the 5th/6th April.  I began this newsletter immediately after sending out the last one 
on the 5th March. 
 
To give you some idea of the process, I got this newsletter to a state that I was satisfied that I had included 
everything of interest and sent it to John Lomas for editing last weekend. While the newsletter was with John, more 
and more related information was coming in to me along with a developing story together with new material that 
pertains to events that had to be included ‘pronto’. Even today, two important emails arrived and I have spliced one 
in along with all the other material that John did not get to edit (so if the standard is somewhat lower this issue, it is 
my entire fault, as quite a large proportion has not been past the eagle eye of Mr Lomas. I spoke with John on 
Friday and said that this newsletter is a living thing, it just keeps growing. And so it is. The proof of its worth, for all 
the time and effort that it takes in the compilation, is with the feedback and increase in subscriptions which are a 
daily occurrence. Current subscription is around 750 addresses. 
 
At this point I would again ask that if anyone feels the urge, to please come forward, as I really need to have 
someone, an apprentice, who I can teach the ropes to, not only of this newsletter, but also the other essential part of 
our Association, the one that raises the money; the Q Store and the website. Please consider it.  It is a totally 
worthwhile cause. 
 
It has always been a bit of an amusement for Colin Logie, with whom I work, and me, to see if we can make a 
unique, provable, change to the New Zealand version of the English language. 
 
A couple of years ago we coined a phrase that we believe is completely unique.  We began calling the thin 
emergency spare tyres that Japanese cars are generally issued with, 'Somalis'(because the wheel is skinny and 
Somalis are called 'Skinnys' in some quarters).  So one day, when we hear someone refer to a wheel as a 'Somali' 
we will know we have succeeded in making our own impression on New Zealand. 
 
This may seem weird to some of you, but I guess that as we have lost our home, our country and most of our 
heritage, we do try to retain the spirit of some of it and also try to keep generating something new of 'our own'. 
However, New Zealand is what it is and we are grateful to be here and we endeavour to be good and productive 
citizens.  That is the Rhodesian way.  I now call myself a New Zealander, I have represented this country in sport 
and received a medal to the sound of the New Zealand National Anthem - only one thing would have made me 
prouder, for that anthem to have been the Ode to Joy.  But that is life, and I have now lived more than half of mine 
in New Zealand since coming here in 1981. 
 
I digress, so back to language changes.  A couple of weeks ago Colin heard an advert on the radio for a food 
festival in Tauranga and the announcer said that for your gate fee you could "graze all day".  Now for those of you 
who read this and do not know the significance, 'to graze' in Rhodesia was slang for eating.  You went 'for a graze'  
- you went for a meal; you used 'grazing irons' - eating utensils, knife, fork, spoon (these could also be called 
'spanners'); 'the graze was good' - the food was good. 
 
I know of a few Kiwis that have used 'muti' (medicine) and 'mombie' (cattle beast).  'Cheers' and ‘Howzit’ are widely 
used in New Zealand now when they were not in 1981.  Kiwis seem to understand 'now now' and 'just now' these 
days better than they did when we first came here.  You can even hear 'ja' being used, although it is probably a 
corruption of 'yeah' in actual fact. So do your bit to change the world and add something to the vocabulary of the 
local lingo! 
 



Much of my time is consumed with correspondence.  I get hundreds of emails each week.  This is a small selection 
in relation to the last newsletter.  Please bear in mind that any thanks registered below is also due recognition to 
John Lomas for his help and fine tuning. 
 
This from Jon Wrathall in South Africa: 
"Thanks for the newsletter Hugh. 
I have a little "story" for you regarding the Rhodie ratpacks and the mash potato and powdered milk. 
 
While I as doing my basic at RLI (Jan to Mar 1976), we had a former British Army NCO (Sgt.  I think) with us.  We 
had to do our Classical Warfare training at Katanga Bombing range outside Gwelo, and, just before we settled in for 
the night, we made a brew.  Now, as you know, there was very little difference between the mash and powdered 
milk except the texture of the packet.  This difference was passed on to our fellow trainee from the UK.  What do 
you think happened next?  Yup.  He "boobooed" and put the mash in his brew - even after being told which was 
which.  His name is Frazer Brown (ex-2 Commando, 1 RLI).  I ask you, what was so confusing with the info?  One 
packet is soft plastic (powdered milk) and the other was a more firm plastic (mash). 
 
I was going to have this included in "The Saints", but time wasn't on my side.  Maybe the next edition. 
 
Hope you have a little giggle about this.  We did at the time, and I have never forgotten it.  
 
Later, Regards, Jon." 
 
Editor’s note: Yes there were plenty of mistakes made over the milk and smash and I even know people who drank 
the resultant brew!! 
 
This from Licinio dos Santos here in NZ: 
"Dear Hugh, 
So good to read your newsletters, do keep up the good work.  It is appreciated. 
 
On the subject of rat packs, I do not remember getting curry powder.  The dog biscuits, (falling plates, as we used to 
call them,) were actually delicious when fried in butter after soaking overnight in water.  With a little imagination 
some excellent meals could be had.  I will never forget the 'one eyed monsters', (hard, and I mean HARD, boiled 
eggs in baked beans).  We used to threaten to play a round of golf with them. 
 
One of the uses we had for our rat packs was to play war games in the barrack rooms at Darwin, waiting for 
Fireforce call outs.  These fights were normally started by TSOKO (Corporal Bowden).  Tsoko had the most 
innocent face and it took us a while to find out he was the instigator.  Needless to say, some windows were broken 
by tins of chopped ham, etc, as they flew across the room.  Mattresses were used as defensive structures.  Then 
one day during one of these essential boredom breaking exercises, a locker at the one end of the room was struck.  
On top of the locker was an R28 anti tank grenade.  Whilst the R28 rolled about with an uncertain direction, an 
immediate ceasefire took place and all participants, and non participants, froze, with breaths held, awaiting the 
outcome.  Well the R28 did fall off the locker and fortunately did not go off.  We had absolute confidence that those 
grenades did not require their pins pulled.  GONZO Taylor got two gooks on separate occasions with R28's, and he 
never pulled the pins. 
 
One of my favourites were the Vienna's in brine, not so much for the Vienna's, but I loved to drink the brine.  
Editor's note: modern rat packs contain electrolyte replacement in various fruity flavours, I guess Dos preferred the 
Rhodesian version with Vienna/tin flavour. 
 
On a different note, whilst doing call ups with 4RR there were two guys there whom I would like to contact if 
possible, should anyone know their whereabouts.  They were both Umtali residents and for the life of me I cannot 
remember the name of one of them.  One of them was Stuey Walten who was a colour sergeant with 4RR and his 
mate was a Warrant Officer.  I can still see the WO2's face but just cannot remember his name.  They were always 
together, and I really clicked with them.  Hope they and their families are well. 
 
Some other missed people I met, but in the Centenary East area, were, Andy Schoeman and his wife along with 
the Stacey's.  I hope they are all OK. 
 
Thanks for all the hard work. 
Kindest regards, Dos" 
Editor's note: If anyone can help Dos locate his friends please email him at dos357@gmail.com  
 
This came through from Vic Mackenzie who found time between fighting fires, growing avocados, watching rugby 
on TV and drinking beer somewhere near the Mexican border: 
"Hugh: 
Outstanding newsletter as usual.  I have attached a file about German soldiers overeating their rat packs.  We 
recently had US soldiers sent back to the Brig from Iraq for overeating too many rat packs and becoming obese.  An 



investigation revealed some soldiers were eating three and four rat packs at a single sitting.  The commanding 
officer said that he could not afford to have obese soldiers waddling about when the Iraqi population was starving. 
 
I was looking at some of our photos from the Rhodesian war.  We were skinny and tanned. 
Vic" 

Wurst case scenario 
BERLIN (AP) - The German military, it seems, has been travelling too much on its stomach. A parliamentary report 
sent to the Defence Ministry says the nation's soldiers are more overweight than average civilians, a spokesman 
said. "Soldiers are too fat, don't do enough sports, and don't pay attention to what they eat," wrote Reinhold Robbe, 
the parliamentary commissioner for the military. His report, issued Tuesday, drew on a study conducted by sports 
physicians at the University of Cologne showing that 40 percent of all soldiers between the ages of 18 and 29 are 
overweight compared with the 35 percent of German civilians the same age. 
 
Editor's note: Too right Vic - and to back up his comment I sent him a photo of a young, skinny, tanned MAG 
gunner.  'Tough and rugged' I think I termed the subject.  Vic's response was that he thought 'rough and buggered' 
was a better description. 
 
This from Peter Wightman on holiday in New Zealand: 
"Dear Hugh, All goes well in New Zealand, amazingly good weather, especially as it only rained the first couple of 
days.  I have much enjoyed the cricket and rugby to which I acknowledge my deprivation in California. 
 
Yesterday we visited Mt. Bruce National Reserve.  A look at what the country must have looked like in the early 
1800's with some strange birds, vegetation etc.  including your national bird, the Kiwi.  We carried on down the road 
and got to the National Rugby Museum, thank you so much for the information because this was definitely a 
worthwhile visit.  Unfortunately we got there a little late but bless the curator on duty, a Mr Bob Luxford, who opened 
up to us.  When he took the job part of the advert read, quote - "No rugby knowledge needed, all our visitors know 
all there is to know about the game". 
 
He kept open late for us as there was no one else there.  I explained that I was keen to see your grandfather's caps.  
He showed us 'Major Mac's' England caps and he produced a book on rugby together with photocopies of missing 
pages on Rhodesia that you supplied and for which he was much appreciative.  I also kidded him about the fact that 
Rhodesia had beaten the All Blacks at Bulawayo in 1949 - a memorable fact because the curtain raiser was Chaplin 
v Plumtree (yeah!) and we won.  He then pointed out that the All Blacks then beat Rhodesia in Salisbury. 
 
Curator and I enjoyed an excellent conversation - of course way back in 1949 my hero was All Black Bob Scott, 
solely because at that tender age I played full back.  Bob Scott's foot and hand impressions are cast in clay and are 
on exhibit - I learnt that after his rugby career he used to go to High Schools and was able to demonstrate bare 
footed kicking the ball over from the half way mark.  Also saw "Oke" Geffins left bronzed boot - the right remains 
with the Geffin family in J'burg.  Of course I saw a few match pictures, but then my favourite Bok team was the team 
in 1950 or 51 that beat all and sundry in a tour of the UK. 
 
Must end, and thanks for the tip off about this great museum.  I cannot recollect whether there is any other rugby 
museum in the world.  This Rhodesian is exceedingly glad to have the opportunity to see it. 
 
Sincerely, Peter" 
 
When I asked Peter if I could publish this letter he agreed and added the following information: 
“ Okey Geffin learnt his rugby in a POW camp at Tobruk. He was coached by an All Black who told him that he 
would play for the Boks after the war.  Herewith a small update of his ability with the "Boot": 
Quote - "A year earlier, in his first Test match as a South African Springbok (1949 versus New Zealand), Okey 
broke the World record with five penalties from five attempts.  (South Africa, losing the match 0–11, came back to 
win 15–11).  In a four-match Test against the All-Blacks of New Zealand (all of them victorious for South Africa) 
Geffin scored 35 of his team's 47 points, another World record. Geffin's handprints and boot prints are displayed in 
the New Zealand National Rugby Museum in tribute to his 1949 feat." 
 
Editors note: New Zealand Rugby Museum, 87 Cuba Street, Palmerston North Phone/Fax 06 358 6947 Mobile 
0210  
652 599 www.rugbymuseum.co.nz  
Opening hours are Monday to Saturday 10.00am - 12 noon & 1.30pm to 4.00pm; Sunday 1.30pm to 4.00pm.   
Admission is $5 for adults and $2 for children.  The Curator is Bob Luxford who is well acquainted with Rhodesians 
proud of their record against the All Blacks so I would recommend that you make yourself known to him. 
 
Off the radar 
The following people’s email addresses have changed. If you know their new address, please tell me or get them to 
contact me.  Thank you 
Fred Watts - United Arab Emirates 
Gary and Roseanne Watson – New Zealand 



 
While this next letter is not a direct missing person, your help would be useful.  I received it from Geraint Jones  
9270 ex BSAP: 
"I have received an appeal for help from Hayley Mey, daughter of Tony Mey of the Rhodesian Army, who was 
either stationed at or lived in Gatooma. 
 
I have Hayley's permission to tell you that she believes TONY MEY committed suicide, but she does know for 
certain that he died of a gun shot wound in Gatooma in 1978, when Hayley was six.  Hayley's mother re-married.   
For some reason her stepfather (whom at this time I cannot name for ethical reasons) refused to let Hayley know 
anything about her natural father. 
 
Hayley is now living in the UK but because of her stepfather's obstruction, cannot trace her paternal lineage in order 
to claim right of abode in the UK.  She is apparently unable to obtain her Rhodesian/Zimbabwean birth records 
because of ineptitude on the part of the Zimbabwean High Commission, but I believe I can help her sort that out as 
a separate issue. 
 
In a nutshell, did any of our Midlands colleagues know Tony Mey in Gatooma and can you help me trace his origin?  
I know the information is scant, but it is all Hayley has." 
 
Hopefully one of our readers can help.  Please email any information to Geraint at deminimis302@gmail.com  
 
Items from around New Zealand 
Returned Services Association, Feilding 
If you live near Feilding you are welcome to make contact with the RSA Secretary, Ken Bailey.  Ken is a Kiwi and 
one of our subscribers.  While he has no connections to Rhodesia, he has a great interest in our history and served 
in the New Zealand Army.  You can contact him by email ken.bailey@orcon.net.nz  or telephone (06) 323  
1374 A/hrs or PO Box 159, Feilding 
 
Tauranga, Mount Maunganui, Papamoa 
The Garrison Club at the 6th Battalion (Hauraki) Group on the corner of 11th Avenue and Devonport Road is open 
from 16.00hrs every Friday.  The drinks are cheap and everyone is as deaf as you so there is no loud music to 
disrupt earnest conversation.  Every 3rd Friday of the month there is a movie show, Tauranga. The best curry this 
side of the Black Hole is available for $4 (worth at least $12 if you got it from a take away)  Everyone is welcome.  
Email me hbomford@clear.net.nz  or ring me on 021 045 8069 for more details. 
 
The Classic Flyers Museum and Avgas Café is on Jean Batten Drive. This is a great place to lunch on the weekend, 
or to go for a drink on Friday evenings and take advantage of their Happy Hour.  You can also enquire about their 
meeting and conference facilities. 
 
Please support the New Zealanders who support us. 
 
ANZAC DAY 25th April 2008  

 
Many of you will be attending parades nearest to your location.  Good on you.  If you are unsure you can find where 
your nearest parade is by contacting your local RSA, looking in the newspaper, or from the ANZAC Day Locator on 
the RSA website www.rsa.org.nz 
 
In New Zealand, the Maori Television channel will once again devote its entire broadcast schedule to ANZAC Day. 
They will be covering New Zealanders of all backgrounds and sharing their experience of war as well as their 
families and their ancestors.  For more information try www.maoritelevision.com or free call 0800 628 2868.  
 
Poppy Day this year in New Zealand is on Friday the 18th April.  The poppy should be worn on the left breast above 
any medals or on the left lapel. 
 
Please note that if you are a member of the New Zealand Returned Services Assn you should wear that RSA badge 
on the right lapel to conform to their rules. 
 
We encourage as many of you as possible to attend the Hobsonville parade.  Hobsonville is a small RSA and things 
do get a bit crowded at times, but hang in there if you are queuing for a drink!!  Hobsonville have supported us for a 



long time now so we will continue to support them.  We are seeing more and more young people associated with 
the Rhodesian contingent at the parade every year.  This is great!  We welcome these people as they will be the 
ones carrying our colours in the future. 
 
This is the format for the Hobsonville parade: 
From 9am - arrive at Hobsonville RSA and meet up with old friends and meet newcomers, bar is open for coffee or 
something stronger. 
10:00 Parade assembles at Hobsonville School  
10:30 Fall in  
10:40 March Off  
11:00 ETA back at Hobsonville RSA  
Service and laying of wreaths including the Rhodesian wreath which will be laid by Alf Page, who served in the Long 
Range Desert Group during WWII 
12:00 Main service concludes  
12:05 Rhodesian service commences in lower car park. This year we will have an address by Winston Hart who 
served with the BSAP and Selous Scouts 
Approx 12:30 Service concludes and general socialising starts 

Jacket and tie to be worn please.  Personal medals are worn on the left; any medals in memorial on the right.  Unit 
berets and stable belts are worn by many.  We will be passing the hat around for donations towards the cost of the 
wreath and donation that we have made to the Hobsonville RSA with any surplus going to the general Rhodesian 
Services Assn funds.  There will also be our Assn goods for sale: polo shirts, caps etc.  See Hugh Bomford on the 
day or email your order as soon as possible to help ensure that we have what you want and avoid disappointment. 
 
We are aware that our members are getting older and that some legs may not be as good as they were in the past. 
We do not want you to be put off coming to the parade.  We have always had one or two who have not been able to 
make it for the full march and have met us once we halt back at the RSA.  There is limited seating for the main 
parade so if you need it, please ensure you grab one early.  This year we will take some of the seats from the main 
parade over to our own in the lower car park so that our senior members can be comfortable. 
  
For further detail contact Paul Nes paulnes@xtra.co.nz or myself hbomford@clear.net.nz 
 
Medals – Seller Beware. 
Many facets of this piece have affected me over the years, therefore a great deal of it is my personal opinion and 
views.  The spark to write it was prompted by this newspaper article from the Bay of Plenty Times dated 4th March 
2008 which is shown below, hopefully I have not made it too small for you to read. 
 



 
 

Ponder these stories: 
In 1980 a young man who had served in Rhodesia came to New Zealand.  He fell on hard times and was forced to 
sell his medals to a collector.  He went on to serve in the New Zealand forces for 20 years.  While serving he 
obtained consent to wear his Zimbabwe Independence Medal, but would have had to have Royal consent from 



Queen Elizabeth to wear his RGSM.  He replaced his original medals with replicas and wore the Zimbabwe 
Independence Medal with the medals he was awarded by New Zealand. 
 
Some 12 years later he met a New Zealand Naval Officer who collected medals only of those with the same 
surname as our Rhodesian.  It transpired that the Naval Officer had bought our man's medals from the collector. 
Without hesitation he offered our man's medals back to him in exchange for the replicas.  Good on the Naval 
Officer, he had no need to return the medals but he did the right thing in my view. 
 
An American who served in Rhodesia as an officer in the Rhodesian African Rifles received emails from a collector 
and his associate in 2007.  The collectors were in possession of a Rhodesian General Service Medal in its original 
packet. The medal was marked with the same surname and initials as the officer.  In Rhodesia, officers' regimental 
numbers were not put on medals, whereas all other ranks had the soldier's number on as well as rank, initials and 
surname.  The American confirmed that he had the same surname, initials and rank, therefore it was highly likely 
that it was his medal which he had not received (like thousands of others) before his discharge when the country 
was turned over to Mugabe.  The American supplied a number of proofs of identity and information, thereby adding 
value to the medal for the benefit of the collectors. 
 
The collectors claimed that the medal was bought in the 1980's from someone in England who had been party to a 
big quantity of RGSMs that had been taken out of Rhodesia/Zimbabwe.  The legality of the removal and sale of 
these medals is debatable, but at the fall of the country there were many 'things going on' and it was everyone for 
themselves. 
 
After some thought the American requested the return of the medal and offered to pay an amount well over what I 
see RGSMs being sold for on internet auction sites. 
 
The one collector is prominent in his field and, over the time that I have known him, he has been very vocal in 
exposing frauds and fakes, in particular on eBay. 
 
Just at the time of completing this newsletter the RGSM has been received by the American officer. The collector 
who held it did not want payment. This is another good result in my opinion. 
 
We must be aware that not all collectors will behave this way. Some may not be so charitable, be warned as I have 
already had opposition to my initial request regarding the location of Trooper Clark’s medal – see below under the 
note to Collectors. 
 
New Zealander, Captain Charles Upham, VC and Bar, was the only combat soldier to receive the Victoria Cross 
twice.  The Victoria Cross is Britain and the Commonwealth's highest award for bravery on the battlefield, equivalent 
to the American Congressional Medal of Honour and Rhodesia's Grand Cross of Valour.  His medals remained in 
his family after his death until the family sold them in around 2005/6.  Initial efforts were made to retain the medals 
in New Zealand, but not enough money was available to pay what the Upham family was demanding. 
 
Upham had turned down a NZ Government offer of financial reward soon after the end of WWII.  Clearly he was 
personally not driven to profit financially from his bravery.  What his instructions or views of what his family should 
do with his medals is, of course, only known to his family, so it would be wrong to speculate or make assumptions. 
 
Upham's medals were bought by a trust that had been set up by New Zealander, Sir Howard Kippenberger, through 
the Imperial War Museum in England.  They were then loaned back to New Zealand for 99 years.  How much was 
paid is unknown, although it is rumoured that a higher offer was made by a private collector, but the trust elected to 
sell them to the Imperial War Museum.  The price would have been in millions, the medals are unique and very 
valuable.  
 
These medals were part of the haul of 96 medals stolen in 2007 (and since recovered) from the Waiouru War 
Museum.  Charles Upham's daughter Amanda was seen on TV and quoted in the media over this period voicing 
various criticisms.  I found her stance unusual as she had sold the medals and therefore opted out of control of 
them.  Criticism of the low level of security at Waiouru is certainly justified, but that is a matter that should have 
been addressed to the New Zealand Government. 
 
You will wonder why original medals were on display.  I understand that Victoria Crosses vary significantly in colour 
so the enthusiasts want to see the real thing not a fake.  Personally I am in two minds about this.  The VC that was 
awarded to my great grandfather, Jack Manners Smith, during the Hunza Campaign in India, is in a vault and a 
replica medal is on display. 
 
How you deal with medals in your family is up to you.  Consider not only your own preferences but also those of the 
people who are set to inherit the medals.  If you inherit medals, treat them with respect and, if at all possible, teach 
those who will in turn inherit them the importance of these medals to the family's history.  My great grandfather's 
medal group was placed in the Gurkha Museum in England by my grandfather who stated in his will that the medals 
should never be sold.  And that is how it should be. 
 



Collectors: 
If anyone knows the location of the RGSM that was never issued to Trooper Simon J Clark 728864, who was killed 
in action in August 1978 please contact me as we would like to find this medal for his mother. 
 
RGSMs held in trust: 
The Rhodesian Services Association Inc. holds a number of RGSMs and will return them to the owner or family 
upon proof of identity.  See this web page for the list of names http://www.rhodesianservices.org/rhodesian-general-
service-medals.htm  
 
You should also check on the Rhodesian Forces website http://www.rhodesianforces.org/RhodesianGSM.htm  
 
Some Air Force RGSMS are being held in trust by Anne Shaw email johnshaw@shoal.net.au  
 
STOP PRESS 5/4/08 
This just to hand from Anne Shaw: 
“Hi All,  
The following is very exciting news for me as I have had many enquiries from ex Police men when I have advertised 
the Air Force RGSMs I am holding.  Can I please ask you all to advertise this information via the web or magazines 
you produce in the hopes that we can unite medals with the recipients still around.  
 
I would strongly suggest that any one wishing to claim their Police RGSM supply their Service No so that there will 
be no confusion in claiming their rightful medal plus a copy of their birth certificate as requested below. 
 
Your help would be very much appreciated.  If someone can please pass this info onto the Regimental Assoc for me 
as I do not have a contact address for them - thanks Kindest regards, Anne (formerly Cooke) Shaw 
Police RGSM information: 
I received this information via the Zimbabwe Medal Society.  Can I suggest you contact either of the following and 
just mention my name.  The contact addresses are - Chairman Tim Rolfe timrolfe@mweb.co.zw  Secretary David 
Rockingham-Gill MSM - pforbes@mango.zw  or the Journal Editor Auv Raath - march@dewbella.com  
 
Brian Taylor when visiting Zim recently took a couple of the ZMS committee members to PGHQ and the following 
was the outcome:- 
"The most important of these was our visit to GPHQ where we managed to view the several thousand medals held 
for the Rhodesian police force still unissued.  Should ex members of the BSAP still want to claim their medals they 
can email the ZMS with a copy of their birth certificates requesting collection and they will be released.  I say this, 
bearing in mind some of the medals have appeared on our markets in the past and I doubt if these went through 
normal channels.  It is also pleasing to note the efforts being made at the various museums to ensure the safe 
custody of the thousands of medals in their possession” 
 
 
 

 

The Rhodesia Regiment – From Pioneer Column to Independence 1890 – 1980  
 
Information and material is trickling in from all quarters.   
 
Your input is important.  I have had a number of people say "I was going to write something for The Saints" or "The 
Saints is all about 3 Commando".  We can only work with the material available.  Very little has been recorded about 
Rhodesia, comparatively speaking, so it is up to every one of you to do something about it now because after the 
book is published I do not want to hear any criticism - if I do I may get angry and that will not be a pretty sight! 
 
You can contact me: 
PO Box 13003, Tauranga 3141, New Zealand or by cell phone +64 21 045 8069 or fax +64 7 576 9501 or email 
hbomford@clear.net.nz 
 
Museum News 
Progress has been slow on the two new displays at Classic Flyers owing to work commitments for the four of us 
doing the work. 
 
We urgently require some kind person to photograph the grave of the New Zealander, Private JFH Saxon, who died 
in 1900 from malaria. The grave is on Paradise Estate, home of the Three Monkeys Inn or whatever it is now called 
near Marondera (Marandellas as it was when Private Saxon died) He was part of the 4th New Zealand contingent 
being deployed to the Boer War. 
 



We have received the re-vamped, custom made DVD back from Harmon Cusack of Msasa Enterprises 
http://www.rhodesianvideos.mazoe.com  We are now working on the way it can be viewed so that no laws will be 
broken or sensitive persons harmed nor young minds scarred by these genuine images and sounds of war.  Our 
electronics expert, Ian the 'Troll of Tirau', is working on modifying a remote control after which, with a few brackets 
here and there, we will be 'back on air' and the sound track of Green Leader, along with the rest of this magnificent 
tribute to Rhodesians, will be back on display to show the viewer what a damn fine country we were, doing what was 
right. 
 
We are currently engaged in getting a quantity of material, including uniforms and weapons, out of England.  We 
struck a small problem with the bureaucracy of Mud Island and our donor, who was known in the RLI as 'Pudding' 
was threatened with a spell of Porridge (jail time to those who do not follow Pommie slang) because he contravened 
the Terrorism Act by trying to send such items as his dress sword, various bayonets and some inert grenades and 
mortars to us in New Zealand. 
 
I hasten to add that we are fully permitted to receive all the items. 
 
Since beginning this newsletter the English Police have released all the items and they will soon be on their way to 
us. Thankfully common sense has prevailed.  We are most grateful to Martyn Hudson for his efforts and generosity. 
 
We are also importing an imitation MAG from England which will go on display at Classic Flyers as part of the 
paratrooper's kit in place of the FN. 
 
As I have said before, we are legally permitted to import, amongst other things: a SAM 7 launcher, PKM 
machinegun, RPD machinegun.  If any of you who are operating in Afghanistan or Iraq are in a legal position to 
source and supply we are very willing recipients. 
 
While compiling the Intake 155 webpage (see below in Association News for more detail) I was taken with this 
photo supplied by Dean Evans currently serving in Afghanistan and who has served in Iraq: 
 

 
 
It seems that there are a number of Rhodesian featured badges out there. All a bit of fun and totally unofficial but 
we would very much like to get samples for the museum collection as well as for a future article in this newsletter if 
possible. 
 
Association News 
We have submitted our application to become a registered charity and we are awaiting the outcome. With the 
deadline for applications being 1st July 2008 there is a big backlog with the process but we are in the queue. Our 
Association rules are viewable via a link at the bottom of the opening page of our website 
www.rhodesianservices.org or through the New Zealand Companies Office website www.companies.govt.nz then 
go to ‘Search other registers’. 
 
Rob Pickers (email pickcadd@sai.co.za ) who did his National Service in Intake 155 has put together material from 
his intake. We agreed to host it on the Rhodesian Services Association website. It can be viewed under ‘Unit Pages’ 
or directly on this link http://www.rhodesianservices.org/intake-155.htm  Well done Rob. Anyone else who wants to 
follow suite can contact me for details of what I require. 
 
Financial Memberships 
In the last newsletter I noted that we were near the hundred mark for financial members. We are closer still and the 
prize for the 100th paid up member has yet to be claimed. It could be you….$5 is all it costs (renewable in October 
each year) Several of you contacted me saying that you wanted to pay an dI sentyou our bank account details but 
that was the last I heard! 
 
The prize for the 100th member is a special edition of our Lion & Tusk cap. This is our standard one pictured below, 
the prize has a unique inscription on the back 
 



 
 

If you are receiving this newsletter direct from me you are eligible to become a financial member. 
 
The Bookshelf 
I remind you that all the books and audio visual disks that I stock and sell are listed at 
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/Books.htm  These sales are my own hobby and income from sales is directed to 
me and not the Rhodesian Services Association.  However, the Association does benefit indirectly from these sales. 
 

 
 

Title: Mzee Ali: The Biography of an African Slave-Raider Turned Askari and Scout. 
Author: Bror Urme MacDonnell 
Publisher: Johannesburg: 30 Degrees South 
221 printed pages ISBN 095848905X 
Price NZ$30.00 
Order from hbomford@clear,net.nz  
 
This remarkable book was inspired by the campfire memoirs of Mzee Ali Kalikilima, the Tabora-born son of an 
arabized Nyamwezi slave trader.  The first part tells of his safaris to the east of Lake Tanganyika, and of taking his 
slaves and ivory on to Dar es Salaam.  The second tells of his adventures as a German askari with the Dar to 
Kigoma railway survey and construction projects.  And the third tells of his experiences with von Lettow's siege of 
the Mombasa-Nairobi railway, his desperate retreat into Portuguese territory and his postarmistice surrender south 
of Kasama, Northern Rhodesia. 
 
This book captures what one imagines life was like in German East Africa between the 1880s and 1918, but it is not 
a strict biography.  Bror MacDonnell's (1921-98) notes on Mzee Ali were made in Tanganyika in the late forties, 
when he and this "old grey-haired gentleman" worked for the locust control department.  He wrote out the original 
manuscript in Salisbury in the early sixties and dictated it to a typist a decade later.  It was then rewritten in 2005 by 
a Johannesburg editor determined "to get inside the mind of Mzee Ali." MacDonnell's former typist recalls his text as 
being overly factual and colourless; this book is nothing of the sort. 
 
Certain portions of the book - its vivid accounts of raging bush fires, voracious tsetse flies and of Dar's sights and 
smell - need not have originated with Mzee Ali.  On the other hand, its eye-opening details of the slave trading 
business and the ordeal of von Lettow's retreat probably do.  But who thought to liken Africans' emotional responses 
to their German overlords to those of the earlier slave traders?  The comparison is apt, but such psychologizing is 
not typical of slave traders' memoirs.  Did MacDonnell actually elicit these insights from Mzee Ali?  Or did someone 
attribute them to him? 
 
This is a fascinating tale.  Readers will find it hard to put down and will enjoy trying to puzzle out each bits author. 
 
Brian Siegel, Furman University 
 
CQ Store visit http://www.rhodesianservices.org/The%20Shop.htm to see what is in store 
for you 
 
We have a new product. This business card holder is made of stainless steel and engraved with the Lion & Tusk. It 
makes a great gift and keeps your cards in good shape instead of getting bent and messed up in a gent’s pocket, at 
the bottom of a woman’s handbag or in the cubby hole (glove box) of your car. They are $20 plus postage. 
 



 
 
Please excuse the photo as they are very difficult to take a photo of because they are so shiny. 
 
 

ITEMS EXCLUDING POSTAGE PRICE in NZ$ 
4RR Hackles $17.50 
Business Card Holder – stainless steel with Lion & Tusk engraved 
NEW PRODUCT!! $20 
Berets $50 
‘Gun control’ t-shirts $20 
Lion & Tusk Baseball Caps $23 
Lion & Tusk Beanies $20 
Lion & Tusk Dog Tags ‘silver’ or ‘gold’ $30 
Lion & Tusk Polo shirts - black or green $36.50 
Lion & Tusk T-shirts - black or green $30 
Lion & Tusk Women’s shirts $30 
Number plate surrounds $12 
Regimental Badges – RLI, Intaf, RAR, RDR, BSAP, Grey’s Scouts, 
RRR, RR, Service Corps, Staff Corps, RWS, DRR and more 

Priced from $20 – 
inquire for details 

Rhodesian Army Recruitment poster copy “Be a man amongst men” $15 
Rhodesian General Service Medal full size medal copy with ribbon $100 
Rhodesian General Service Medal full size medal copy (solid silver) 
with ribbon $125 
Rhodesian General Service Medal full size ribbon $10/length 
Rhodesian General Service Medal miniature medal with ribbon $35 
Rhodesian General Service Medal miniature ribbon $10/length 
Tie - Rhodesian Light Infantry $35 
NEW PRODUCT! Tie – Special Air Service $55 
Unofficial Rhodesian Combat Infantry Badge $23 
Various medal ribbons – please inquire POA 
Various small embroidered badges (RLI, BSAP & Nyasaland Police) $5 
Zimbabwe Independence Medal full size copy with ribbon $50 
Zimbabwe Independence Medal full size ribbon $10/length 
Zimbabwe Independence Medal miniature medal with ribbon $35 
Zimbabwe Independence Medal miniature ribbon $10/length 
‘Zippo’ type lighter $25 
  

Watch this space for new items coming on stream in the future 
 
The Global Forked Stick 
 
The UK Branch of the Rhodesian Light Infantry Regimental Association extends an invitation to the world-wide 
membership to the Re-dedication Service of the Trooper Statue on Sunday the 28th September 2008 at Hatfield 
House, Hatfield, Hertfordshire, England.  The UK committee of the RLIRA has organised a complete weekend 
package covering 26th, 27th and 28th September 2008. 
 
Please do not leave this to the last minute. Go to the RLI website page http://www.therli.com/A_Events_Ukinvite.asp 
to get the full details or contact Martyn Hudson, Corner View, 1 School Lane, Bolnhurst, Bedford MK44 2EN 
England Phone 01234 376712 Mobile 07788788095 Email martyn.hudson2@btinternet.com with any questions or 
to make your booking. 
 



    
‘The Troopie’ statue  Rhodesian Light Infantry colours 

 
 
Rhodesian Light Infantry Regimental Association Relocation of the Troopie Statue appeal 
From the Chairman of the RLIRA Ian Buttenshaw: 
As you might be aware, the interim ExCo of the RLIRA negotiated with the Marquess of Salisbury last year for the 
relocation of The Trooper Statue to the grounds of Hatfield House Estate and the Laying-up of our Colours in his 
chapel on the estate.  The project is being managed by the UK Branch who have secured agreement for this to 
happen on 28th September 2008, which will be preceded by a get-together on 27th September at a nearby hotel. 
(See above) 
 
Now comes the crunch we need money to relocate the statue, build and inscribe a plinth, and build a cabinet in the 
chapel to display the Colours to prevent them from deteriorating.  The overall cost for this is in the region of 3,500 
pounds.  The UK branch has already raised some money for this, however, with our present membership strength if 
everyone were to contribute 10 pounds we could easily reach this figure.  You can be assured that these donations 
will only be used for the relocation costs, and that all the other function costs held over that weekend will be self-
financed by those attending. 
 
Thus, as the Chairman of the RLIRA ExCo I appeal to you all to contribute and help us relocate our Trooper Statue 
and Colours to this very suitable location, where they can again be seen by the world in a secure position rather 
than being stored away in a museum storeroom.  We owe it those who served and fell while serving with the 
Regiment to leave this permanent legacy both in their memory and in the memory of all those who served in The 
RLI.  So please contribute generously.  
 
Your donations can be sent direct to The RLIRA bank account in the UK as follows: 
Account Name: The Rhodesian Light Infantry Regimental Association (RLIRA) 
Bankers: NatWest 
Sort Code: 60 - 02 – 13 
Account Number: 62234145 
NatWest Bedford 81, High Street Bedford MK40 1YN 
 
Cash, cheques and credit card transfers will be accepted. 
 
All inquiries can also be sent to: 
Martyn Hudson CEO/Treasurer ExCo RLIRA Tel: +44(0)1234 376712 or Mobile: +44(0)778 878 8095 Address: 
Cornerview, 1 School Lane, Bolnhurst Bedfordshire, MK44 2EN Email: martyn.hudson2@btinternet.com 
 
Thank you, 
Ian Buttenshaw 
Chairman ExCo RLIRA” 
 
ANZAC Parade Brisbane 
From Tony Rogers: 
“Hi Hugh, 
The message below has been sent to all our members that are on my data base. Could you assist in trying to reach 
as many as possible by sending it to all your data base to see if we can get a few more to join us? 
 
Where has the year gone? 25th April is the day again to be on parade. This year we will have the RLI marching with 
us.  From reports of last year, when they marched in Sydney it was great.  I would like to have a big contingent on 
parade this year and make it a parade that Brisbane remembers. 
 



If you know an ex serviceman / woman who is eligible to march, please get them to join us.  If everyone brings one 
new face it will be the biggest and best ever. As per previous years, we get together at Orley Park after the parade 
to chew the fat and remember the good times we had, so please come and join us. 
 
As municipal transport is free, to those in uniform and their families, I drive to Orley Park, leave the car there and go 
into the city, by City Cat, do the parade and return on the cat - no parking problems! 
 
I am looking forward to meeting up with you all again and new faces! 
Details: 
When:  Friday 25th April 2008 
Where:  Assemble top of Charlotte St/ cnr George St [near pancake manor] 
Time:  0945 hrs 
Dress:  Dark longs/slacks, shirt.  tie, black shoes.  Beret/head gear if you have.  
Medals: Service medals on left, family etc right.  No Miniatures allowed.  
Family:  Yes can participate at rear of contingent.  No photos of deceased allowed 
Social:  Orleigh Park West End.  An idea is to have family go earlier with chairs, boerewors etc! 
 
Best Regards 
Tony Rogers” 
Email Tony at naartjie268@mail2me.com.au for more details if required 
 
ANZAC Parade Sydney 

Rhodesians Parade in Sydney on the 
ANZAC REMEMBERANCE DAY MARCH 

On April 25, at the invitation of the RSL, the Rhodesian contingent will join in Sydney's ANZAC DAY march. 
Rhodesians have been part of the march since 1980 and each year the number of servicemen and women has 

grown. 
This year, let's make it the biggest ever! 

If you served in any of the various branches of the Army, Air Force, Police, Guard Force, Intaf, Women’s Auxiliary or 
Nursing Service of Southern Rhodesia, Federation of Rhodesia, Rhodesia or a Rhodesian who served in the Armed 

Forces of another nation we would like you to come and join us. 
DAWN SERVICE 

Every year, we lay a wreath to the Rhodesians who fell in all wars. 
It is done in the presence of the Governor of NSW and is perhaps the most moving experience of ANZAC Day. 

We meet at 4.15am in front of the sandwich kiosk in Martin Place.  The service starts at 4.30am. 
MARCH: 

Meet up at Hunter Street, between Pitt & George opposite THE GRAND HOTEL, at 10.30am for step-off at around 
midday.  Wear a jacket or dress with your medals on the left and those of any family member on your right. 

LUNCH: 
All Rhodesians and guests are welcome to join us afterwards for lunch at the Lowenbrau Keller, Argyle St (Corner 

Playfair St), The Rocks, Sydney (02) 9247 7785.  A donation of $20 per person/couple is sought for future bookings 
and the Dawn Service Wreath. 

Timings for lunch from 1300 - 1430 hrs. 
RSVP Ryk Dabrowski Ph: 02 98751209, or Steve Taylor email: stevez@bigpond.net.au  

 
“LEST WE FORGET” 

 
Mystery Badge 
Craig Fourie writes: 
“I found this badge in Zim in the early 90's. It came out of Army stores with lots of other junk. Any idea what it is 
please?” 
 

 
If you know please email Craig at craig.fourie@swedishmatch.co.za  
 
 



BSAP History 
From Nick Russell: 
“Hi Hugh, 
As you might recall I published ‘The History of the British South Africa Police’ in 2000.  It sold out in 8 months but I 
wasn’t able to produce a second run. 
 
Chris Cocks is taking it up again and expanding it greatly to become a weighty, heavily pictorially-oriented 
publication due for release in around November this year. It’ll be very similar in style to Masodja and The Saints. 
We’re looking for contributions of shortish, anecdotal stories and decent b/w and colour photos from former 
members of the BSAP or any of its sub-branches. These include: 
Uniform Branch (incl. Traffic, CPU, Radio, Depot etc) 
Support Unit 
PATU 
PRAW 
Sub-Aqua 
Bright Lights (GSU) 
CID/SB 
Dog Squad 
Field reservists 
 
We’d be grateful if you could possibly include this request in the next Services Association newsletter. 
 
Best wishes and many thanks Nick” 
 
Please contact Nick Russell ph: (02) 6024 0507 mob: 0417 568 034 fax: (02) 6024 0604 email: 
nick_russell@bordermail.com.au or PO Box 491, Wodonga VIC 3689 Australia 
 
Rhodesian Army Association 
I previously gave details of how people could buy merchandise such as RAR shirts etc from the RAA. I directed you 
to email Ian ‘Scotty’ Robertson. A number of people emailed him just as he was going away. If you have not had a 
response to your email please email him again Robertson9580@surrey.pnn.police.uk  
 
The latest Lion & Tusk magazine is out. The front cover shows Brig. David Heppenstall assisting Prince Phillip to 
sign the Rhodesian African Rifles Regimental drum skin with former soldiers of the RAR looking on. It is well worth 
subscribing to. Contact Iain Harper iain@umgusa.fsnet.co.uk or David Heppenstall d.heppenstall@virgin.net for 
details. 

 
 

Roan Antelope Music & Kunkuru Private Bush Lodge  
Email: jredmond@mweb.co.za  Websites www.johnedmond.co.za   www.kunkuru.co.za  
 
“Dear Rhodies & Friends, 
A short note to fill you in on the happenings at Roan Antelope Music and Kunkuru Bush Lodge in Limpopo Province, 
S. Africa.  
 
Rumors have it that by special request and on demand, John is busy working on a project for the international 
“Troopies” of the world…..  How history repeats itself!  but more on this once it’s off the press and released. 
 
This month John is doing a concert launching a new Bushveld Radio Station "Radio Bosveld”, he has even been 
asked to host a weekly slot…..  Will have to see about that, as the price of petrol and travelling distance could be a 
factor. 
 



Who remembers “Leprechaun”?– The band that backed Mike Westcott when he recorded “Shumba Drinkers” and 
“Mukumbura”.  Well one of the members Dave Monks contacted John the other day with some good news.  Dave 
has produced some fabulous sing-a-long Irish C.D.’s, check it out on his web site www.davemonks.com   
 
Remember if you want to catch-up on any other Rhodie music see Pete Shout’s “The Rhodesian Music Website” 
sandmaster@ananzi.co.za  Besides the music writing and concerts, John has been absorbed and lost in the Bush 
that is lush and green and even did a bush concert for 20 Rhodies the other day!  Thanks for your support! 
 
To keep our promise with our monthly specials ….wait for it! 
 
This month add to your Rhodesiana collection “Bushcat”- Minstrel of the wild.  John’s autobiography and music life 
story and get a stunning Cammo Troopie Songs Cap added in for free. 
 
For order and bank details visit www.johnedmond.co.za  
 
Until next time - go well 
  
Cheers 
Hugh 
 
The Rhodesian Services Association Inc. is registered as an Incorporated Society under the Incorporated 
Societies Act 1908. Our registration number is 2055431. 
 
The Rhodesian Services Association Inc. has applied to become a Registered Charity under the Charities 
Act 2005. Pending our acceptance our application number is RHO13905. 
 
This newsletter is compiled by Hugh Bomford, Secretary of the Rhodesian Services Association.  
It contains many personal views and comments which may not always be the views of the Association or 
Committee. 
  
If for any reason you would like to be removed from the mailing list, please send an email to 
hbomford@clear.net.nz with the word ‘remove’ in the subject line or body. 

 


