
1 

 

 
 

 
February/March 2013 

 
A monthly publication for the 

 

Rhodesian Services Association Incorporated 
Registered under the 2005 Charities Act in New Zealand number CC25203 

Registered as an Incorporated Society in New Zealand number 2055431 
PO Box 13003, Tauranga 3141, New Zealand. 

Web: www.rhodesianservices.org  
Secretary’s e-mail thesecretary@rhodesianservices.org  

Editor’s e-mail theeditor@rhodesianservices.org  
Phone +64 7 576 9500 Fax +64 7 576 9501 

 

To view all previous publications go to our Archives 
 
Greetings, 
A number of moons have passed since we last put out a newsletter, for which we apologise. The cause of this delay in 
publication lies entirely with my involvement with the Rhodesia Regiment book project. It has been a very stressful 
time for me, knowing that people are anticipating Contact! Contact! - but unfortunately there are only so many hours 
in the day in which I also have to do my day job and attend to all the other things that occupy my life, many of which 
involve this Association. Gerry van Tonder, whose column now forms an important part of this publication, has also 
been deeply involved with the Rhodesia Regiment project and his many other projects and day job. 
 
I set aside November and December to complete the cataloguing of the 2,000 photos and illustrations that we have 
collected. This turned into January, February and now into March as I write this editorial. I assure you that the end 
product will be the definitive history of the Rhodesia Regiment. It will be a very unique book. It is sponsored by the 
Rhodesian Services Association who will retain all the gathered material on record. Over 400 people have submitted 
that material. There are eight dedicated people involved with in-depth research and assembly of this material.  
 
In my opinion, it is the biggest project of its type ever attempted during the period that Rhodesia existed as a country 
or in the thirty plus years since. I can think of nothing else that comes close to it. This project is too big for any single 
person and has, by need, turned into a true team effort. While compiling a book by committee can be fraught with 
problems - that has not been so in this instance. I thank everyone who has put their shoulders to the wheel with me.  
 
There is more on this project further on. 
 
This newsletter will cover February and March. No doubt there will be pieces that I have missed out entering in this 
issue – sorry. The next intended issue will be in April. 
 
Folks - please remember that if you feel you have missed an issue of this publication, you can check on this web page 
to see the current version http://www.rhodesianservices.org/Newsletters.php  If there is a problem with publication, 
there will be a note there. 

 

Rhodesian Services Association Purpose & Web Links 
The Rhodesian Services Association Incorporated is an Incorporated Society as well as a Registered Charity under 
the New Zealand Charities Act 2005. The purpose of the Association is to provide benefit and education to the 
community. For detail and disclosure please refer to the opening page of our website www.rhodesianservices.org  
 

http://www.rhodesianservices.org/
mailto:thesecretary@rhodesianservices.org
mailto:theeditor@rhodesianservices.org
file:///C:/Data/Data/My%20Documents/My%20Ewisoft%20Web/RhSADomain/local/user/pages/Newsletters.htm
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/Newsletters.php
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/
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We also have a Facebook group which you are welcome to join.  We have loaded up a lot of photographs from 
various events, as well as others from our museum displays. We have found that Facebook is another platform 
assisting our purpose of preserving Rhodesian history.  If you want to find us, search for Rhodesian Services 
Association on Facebook. 
Please use these links on our website www.rhodesianservices.org  for the following resources: 
Guest Book http://www.rhodesianservices.org/guest-book.htm  
Guest Map http://www.rhodesianservices.org/guest-map.htm  
Events http://www.rhodesianservices.org/events.htm  
 

Please remember to let us know if you are changing your email address. 
 

Obituaries 
The Rhodesian Services Association holds a large Rhodesian flag for use at funerals.  Please contact me at 
hbomford@clear.net.nz to arrange delivery if required. 

 
 
Tribute to Boet Swart from his daughter Nicolette Nurse 
Boet Swart died on 19

th
 November 2012. Boet was initially an army officer and then a Squadron Leader in the 

Rhodesian Air Force where he commanded the Parachute Training Squadron.  He left the armed forces, later 
returning to the army where he was 2IC of the RLI and then 2IC of the Selous Scouts.  Boet joined the South African 
Defence Force in 1980. 
 

 
 

FOR MY FATHER – OUPIE 
“To those who knew Boet Swart, he was a soldier; a man who landed countless times on those sure plains of hell, and 
thought nothing of giving his life so that those that followed - in whichever way they followed - might not have to. 
 
Boet Swart had all the desirable traits of a soldier - a profound sense of duty and honour, loyalty, discipline, a cool 
head in volatile situations and, perhaps most importantly, bravery.  To his family he was a soldier too; all those good 
qualities he carried through to all aspects of his life.  Boet Swart never did have to give his life on a battlefield for those 
who followed, passing peacefully in his sleep at the age of 82.  
 
But what he did give, in his life, to those who have followed, is a sense of the strength with which he faced each day, 
and which we are lucky enough to carry in our blood.  Alongside the medals and honours that are the legacy of his 
professional life, are a daughter and three grandchildren who have learned to emulate the bravery that he embodied in 
their own lives - we four small soldiers who remember him too as a hero are proud to stand as a legacy of a different 
kind. 
 
Kind Regards 
Nicolette Nurse” 
 
From Peter van Dyk: 
“Iain (Ab) Adamson who served with 6 Indep Coy, died of a heart attack on 9

th
 November 2012” 

 
Barry Kahn 2 Cdo RLI died in Australia on 5/12/2012. 
 
From Kevin Seager: 
“It is with great sadness that I have to announce the passing of Alex Cracknell Friday the 14th December 2012 on the 
north coast of Natal.  He was 95 or 96. 

http://www.rhodesianservices.org/
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/guest-book.htm
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/guest-map.htm
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/events.htm
mailto:hbomford@clear.net.nz
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Alex was firstly one of the best Bisley Shooting coaches in the world; secondly a great Bisley and Service Rifle shottist 
and thirdly a very experienced armorer with ideas ahead of his time. 
 
Alex helped build the 2

nd
 Battalion Royal Rhodesia Regiment Rifle Club house on Wollendale Rifle Range outside 

Bulawayo in the early 1950's.   
 
He represented Matableleland and Rhodesia and later Zimbabwe till the early 1990's. I think his greatest achievement 
was coaching the 1965 Rhodesian Bisley team which won every test match there was to win.  This had never been 
done before and (I think) since.  Sadly UDI was declared later that year and in 1980 when I was at Bisley there was 
still no sign of the Rhodesian names on the trophies - both team and individual, that were won by our shottists. 
 
Alex's son Eric also represented Rhodesia. 
 
Alex was a great entertainer and many a Saturday night in the club ended with the members and wives in sing-a-longs 
with Alex playing his various musical instruments. 
 
Alex was a finalist in the Sportsman of the Year 1965-1966. 
 
Uncle Alex, as I always called him, was a fantastic gentleman, friend, fellow team mate and had a great influence on 
me and many other shottists over many years. 
 
May he Rest in Peace.  He will be sadly missed by his family and friends his young friend and team mate Kevin.” 
 
From Bill Wiggill: 
“It is with regret that we inform you that Joe Wiper (ex 1Cdo) passed away suddenly this morning (23 December 
2012) after feeling ill.  Joe had recently returned from a trip to Mozambique and was with Ian Rose when he died. 
 
Our sincere condolences to Rita and the family.  You are all in our thoughts and prayers.” 
 
Editor’s Note: Joe Wiper was one of my intake (152) instructors at Llewellin. Joe was well regarded by us. 
 
From ORAFS: 
Mike Simpson PRAW Force No 619110 Passed away on Christmas Eve 2012 
 
From Steve Lunderstedt: 
“AJ ‘Chummy’ Rheeders was born in Kimberley on 15 December 1926 and educated at the Christian Brothers' 
College.  After an apprenticeship as a fitter with the De Beers Company he worked in Shabani, Rhodesia and Mufalira 
in Northern Rhodesia (Zambia) before returning to work for De Beers Consolidated Mines in Kimberley.  During this 
Rhodesian period he served for 12 months during 1952 with C Squadron SAS (Malayan Scouts) in Malaya. He was 
badly wounded by a CT booby trap, together with two other soldiers.  It took two days to carry Chummy out of the 
jungle, the improvised stretcher being a poncho between two cane poles. 
 
After being pensioned Chummy farmed for a while in the Free State before returning to Kimberley and rooms at the 
Evenden Flats Moth Centre.  A Moth of over fifty years standing, Chummy Rheeders has been involved with three 
Shellholes - Shabani, Rhodesia; Mufalira, Zambia, and Siege Shellhole in Kimberley. 
 
At the Shabani and Siege Shellholes he was actively involved in the erection of the Moth buildings.  He was a pro-
active member of the Siege Shellhole, assisting at most functions. He always attended Moth parades and was a 
regular attendee of not only the monthly Shellhole meetings but also at Northern Cape Moth Dugout meetings.  He 
always showed the attributes of a Moth: True Comradeship, Mutual Help and Sound Memory, and was a fine example 
of what a Moth should be. 
 
In 1994 he was awarded the Certificate of Comradeship and in 2006 was elected an Honorary Life Member of Siege 
Shellhole. 
 
Moth Chummy Rheeders was called to Higher Service in Kimberley, South Africa, on 7 January 2013.  His wife 
Doreen (Ma) predeceased him in 2010.  He leaves a son Garth, two daughters Beverley and Gwynne, several 
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren to mourn his passing.” 
 
Gordon (Johnny) Johnston who served in the 6

th
 Battalion Hauraki Regiment in New Zealand and then came out to 

Rhodesia where he served in the BSAP passed away quietly yesterday 7/1/2013 in Whakatane after a considerable 
battle with cancer.  His family were by his side. 
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From Betty Jones: 
“To our friends near and far.  
This is to let you know that I have lost my darling Robert (Buck) Jones after a struggle through chemo and 
radiotherapy (lung cancer). After treatment we went home and then he got a virus and pneumonia and with his lungs 
being so weak after a three week fight he was released from his pain.  We were all with him - Delphine, Graham, 
Trevor and myself - and he passed away on Tuesday 10am on the 29 January.  
Fond Love  
Betty and family” 
 
Buck served with the 4

th
 (Manicaland) Battalion and 5

th
 Battalion Rhodesia Regiment. 

 
Liam (Bones) Forde died on the 27

th
 January 2012 in the UK. Liam served with the Grey’s Scouts. 

 
Daniel (Danie/Darnie) Palmer died of a heart attack on 25

th
 February 2013. 

 
Darnie was a tracker with 1 and 4 Indep Coys and then 4

th
 (Manicaland) Battalion Rhodesia Regiment. He was in 

Intake 146. As a fellow Marandellasite I spent quite a bit of time in his company in the army, at his home, on the rugby 
field and in the Marandellas Hotel. I remember the good times we had bombing around Marandellas in his mini. I also 
remember the very emotional day that Darnie, Rob Kessler, Nola Blaauw and I spent at Roy Orchard and Dave 
Kruger’s funerals in July 1977. We had the best of times and we had the worst of times. Go Darnie – may you Rest In 
Peace. 
 
My condolences to Darnie’s family. 
 
 

 

 Dateline Rhodesia 1890 – 1980  
by Gerry van Tonder 

 
February/March 

 
Newsflash Headlines +++ On 17 February 1892, the telegraph line to Fort Salisbury is completed +++ On 4 February 
1898, the railway line from Beira reaches Umtali +++ On 12 March 1951, 100 young Rhodesians depart to the Far 
East to form a squadron of Malaya Scouts +++ On 3 February 1954, the first session of the first Parliament of the 
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland is opened +++ On 12 February 1954, the Queen Mother becomes the 
Honorary Commissioner of the BSAP +++ On 22 February 1956, the Federal Government announces that the RRAF 
Training Unit will be moved to Thornhill, Gwelo +++ On 9 March 1967, the five men of the Whaley Constitutional 
Commission are sworn in by the Officer Administering the Government +++ On 13 February 1969, Ndabaningi Sithole 
is sentenced to six years in prison for plotting to assassinate Ian Smith +++ On 17 February 1970, Rhodesia 
decimalises its currency, introducing the dollar +++ On 1 February 1973, Zambia closes its border with Rhodesia +++ 
On 1 February 1974, petrol rationing is introduced +++ 
 
In Brief  
On 26 March 1902, Cecil John Rhodes, aged 49, dies at his home at Muizenberg in South Africa's Cape Province.  
Rudyard Kipling wrote: 

Dreamer devout, by vision led 
Beyond our guess or reach, 

The travail of his spirit bred 
Cities in place of speech. 

So huge the all-mastering thought that drove— 
So brief the term allowed— 

Nations, not words, he linked to prove 
His faith before the crowd. 
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Cecil John Rhodes 

 
On 23 February 1952, Lt Colonel Algernon Essex Capell CBE, DSO, passed away at Resthaven, Borrowdale in 
Salisbury, aged 82 years.  Capell saw active service in the South African War as an officer with Bethune's Horse.  
Following which he was given command of the 2

nd
 Battalion Rhodesia Regiment in 1914 and served in East Africa. He 

then became Assistant Commissioner with the BSAP and from 1923 to 1926 he served as Commissioner of the 
BSAP.  He later served for many years as President of the Wild Life Protection Society.   
 
On a lighter note, Edgar Rice Burroughs in his book ‘Tarzan the Untamed’, has several scenes where Capell and 
Tarzan meet, with the jungle-man offering Capell a hand in his fight against the Germans. 
 

 
Lt Colonel AE  Capell CBE DSO 

 
The month of March in 1970, just over four years since UDI, held significant milestones in Rhodesia's history.  On the 
2

nd
, Parliament is dissolved and Rhodesia becomes a Republic, thereby severing the last of its 80-year ties with the 

British Crown.  A new constitution, signed by Clifford Dupont in November the previous year, and including the Land 
Tenure Act, comes into effect.  On the 17

th
, the UK and USA both veto a United Nations attempt to make complete 

sanctions against Rhodesia mandatory.  On the same day, however, the USA closes its consulate in Salisbury. 
 

 
(London Gazette extract) 

 
On 12 February 1979, a Strela surface-to-air missile, fired by Joshua Nkomo's ZIPRA terrorists, brought down the Air 
Rhodesia civilian passenger aircraft, "Umniati." Flight RH 827 had departed from Kariba Airport, bound for Salisbury, 
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with fifty-nine crew and passengers on board.  Only forty-five kilometres out from one of Rhodesia's prime holiday 
resorts, the aircraft crashed in the Urungwe District, killing all on board.  The maximum range of the SAM-7 missile is 
six kilometres, so it would have been fired from within the country. 

 
(From the pen of Peter Badcock, Shadows of War) 

 
What’s in a Name 
Situated on the railway line thirty five kilometres south of Gatooma is the hamlet of Battlefields, originally named 
Battlefields Mine, one of eighteen gold mines in the area and part of the Hartley gold belt.  The name is not in 
recognition of any battle that may have taken place here, but simply because a number of neighbouring mines were 
named after famous battles such as Trafalgar and Waterloo.  With a strong agricultural sector in ranching and cotton 
production, the area is also known for the power station on the Umniati River, installed to augment thermal power 
before Kariba was built. 

 
 
The Pioneer Column had as its destination a hill in Mashonaland known in chiShona as Musitkwe, but which the 
hunter and explorer Frederick C Selous had named Mount Hampden, after 17th Century British politician John 
Hampden.  Three days before the column was to reach the end of their trek, Dr Jameson and Selous decided to visit 
Chief Mutasa to the east of the new land.  Selous' deputy was told to lead the column until they reached a hill with a 
stream which has an adjacent hill.  This they did, but as fate would have it, the column made camp at the Makabusi 
River, flowing near what would become known as Salisbury Kopje, assuming they had reached Mt Hampden.  Having 
ironically missed becoming the future capital of Rhodesia, Mt Hampden was home to an Empire Air Training Scheme 
flying school, a facility which eventually became the civil aviation Charles Prince Airport. 

 
Umlugulu  
The stabbing and shooting to death of a native policeman by amaNdebele warriors under induna Umbozo on the night 
of 20 March 1896, signalled the mass insurrection of the indigenous peoples of Matabeleland, as their dissatisfaction 
with the presence of the settlers and their arrogant native police erupted into an orgy of violence, which would witness 
the murder of 145 white men, women and children scattered throughout the remote countryside.  In sporadic 
engagements with the amaNdebele over the following months, locally formed 'military' units, together with the later 
arrival of the Matabeleland Relief Force (MRF) under Lt Colonel Herbert Plumer, would eventually force the rebels to 
put down their weapons and seek peace from Cecil Rhodes in their traditional and spiritual stronghold in the Matopos 
hills. 
 
A miscellany of colonial units loosely amalgamated under the label of the Bulawayo Field Force (BFF) comprising, 
amongst others, Grey's Scouts, Gifford's Horse, the Afrikander Corps, Dawson's Scouts, Coope's Scouts, Brand's 
Troop and Hurrell's Troop.  Included also were 'friendlies,' loyal amaNdebele under the Chief Native Commissioner, 
Herbert Taylor.  The force was commanded by Colonel William Napier, with Colonel John Spreckley as his second.  
Operating out of a laagered Bulawayo and a string of small forts, the colonials held the position, until bolstered by the 
arrival from Bechuanaland on 14 May of five squadrons of the MRF.  At the end of hostilities three months later, a total 
of thirty seven troops had been killed in action, of which Lance Corporal William Smith of the 7

th
 Hussars, was the only 
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Imperial soldier.  A further fourteen died of wounds received in battle, and sixty four of other causes, mainly accidental 
and from diseases such as malaria and dysentery. 
 

 
Seated in the middle, Frederick C Selous, with men of 'H' Troop, Bulawayo Field Force, at Ft Marquand 

(Mabukutwane), 1896 
 
Plumer, a Major with the York and Lancaster Regiment, had been given the local rank of Lieutenant Colonel and 
tasked by the High Commissioner in South Africa, Sir Hercules Robinson, to raise a relief force. Enrolment of a corps 
of 750 took place simultaneously in Kimberley and Mafeking, with Major Frederick Kershaw also responsible for 
assembling all the kit and equipment in Mafeking.  The corps eventually numbered 850 active men, including some 
400 from the Bechuanaland Border Police and the BSACo Police.  The balance was mainly made up of miners, 
engineers, farmers and clerks.  Most were English-born colonials, with a contingent of about 200 English and Dutch 
Afrikanders.  Pay would range from 7/6d (seven shillings and sixpence) a day for a trooper, to 15/- (fifteen shillings) for 
a regular officer.  Each man was issued with a Martini-Henry rifle and allocated 250 rounds of ammunition, with fifty  
rounds to be carried on his person at any one time.  The corps deployed with forty five mule-drawn wagons and 1150 
mounts, leaving Mafeking for Bulawayo in fourteen detachments over a two-week period in April 1896.  Seven Maxim 
guns purchased from Durban were sent up later. 
 
Elements of the MRF were soon engaged in action with the rebel impis at Gwaai, Umguza, Khami, and the mission 
station at Hope Fountain where a fort had been erected.  On 2 June, the Salisbury Column, which included Cecil 
Rhodes, having been met by Colonel Napier's column at the Shangani River Drift, arrived in Bulawayo.  Maj General 
Sir Frederick Carrington arrived on the same day to assume command of the troops. He was accompanied by his 
Chief Staff Officer, Lt Colonel Robert Baden-Powell. 
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Lt Colonel Plumer's laager during an expedition into the Gwaai district in early June 1896.  The column 
comprised 32 officers, 451 NCOs and men, 474 horses, 4 Maxims, 16 wagons and 192 mules.  The men slept 
outside, behind their saddles which formed the perimeter of the laager.  Each squadron had its own 
ammunition and food wagon.  Each picket line would tether around 110 horses, hence the quite substantial 
width of the laager.  (Thanks to Dudley Wall for the image). 
 
On 6 July, a large force of 752 men under Carrington struck at amaNdebele strongholds at Thabas iMambo (today 
Ntabazaka Mambo), north west of Insiza.  Armed with four Maxims and two 2.5" guns, the column included Major 
Robertson's Cape Boys and Colenbrander's Native Contingent. 
 
In a series of skirmishes the rebels were dislodged, but at a cost of ten killed.  It was reported that the rebels had 
fought stubbornly throughout, characterised by some good shooting.  Such was the success deemed, that the 
Bulawayo Field Force was disbanded upon the return of the expedition to Bulawayo.  All that remained was to 
neutralise the rebel strongholds in the Matopos, a major challenge given the extremely rough, boulder-strewn hills of 
the spiritual home of the amaNdebele.  At the time, the scout Baden-Powell described the terrain as "…a tract of 
intricate broken country, containing a jumble of granite-boulder mountains and bush-grown gorges…" 
 
Plumer was sent ahead to set up a new camp on Mr Usher's farm, on the northern approaches to the Matopo Hills.  
With the arrival of Carrington to assume command, the camp was moved into a valley so as to be much closer to the 
hills.  It was here, on 18 July, that Lord Albert Grey, Cecil Rhodes and his brother Frank joined the expedition.  During 
this time, Baden-Powell was scouting the hills, establishing where the various indunas and their impis were 
ensconced.  At 10.30 on the night of 19 July, a column of 800 men, 300 friendlies, two 2.5" guns and three Maxims, 
set off in the moonlight towards the Chilili Valley.  
 
Meanwhile, a mounted troop of the Matabeleland Mounted Police (MMP) and scouts went ahead to try a find a route 
around the kopjes and so cut off any rebel retreat.  Their attempts were, however, cut short when, passing through a 
narrow gorge in single file, they came under heavy fire, in which Sgt Frederick Warringham and four Cape Boys were 
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shot and killed, and Colonel Rhodes had his horse shot under him.  Only by early afternoon was the area cleared and 
the Friendlies, who had fled in the melee, returned to carry out their duties as stretcher bearers for the wounded. 
 

 
Lt Colonel Plumer's column went into the Matopos on the night of 19 July 1896.  Over the next fortnight, as 
they advanced deeper into the broken terrain of the Matopos, such formations were virtually impossible to 
maintain. (Thanks to Dudley Wall for this image and the one below of the Matopos Campaign) 
 
Captain D Tyrie-Laing (Belingwe Field Force), patrolling towards Inugu Mountain, met equally strong resistance that 
same day from the Imbesu impi, resulting in the deaths of Corporal John Hall and Troopers Peter Bennett and William 
Bush, all of the MMP.  A further twenty five Friendlies were also killed in the three-hour long engagement.  Feeling the 
need to consolidate their position, Carrington ordered the establishment of a series of small forts, with the main site 
chosen by Baden-Powell and where the hospital wagon was based, called Fort Usher.  From here, a reconnaissance 
of the Umchabaze Valley to the east discovered the bulk of the remaining impis under indunas Sikombo, Inyanda and 
Umlugulu. 
 
Baden-Powell, after a long exhausting day scouting the kopjes with his party of seven, writes"…and what a mixture in 
our little band of eight!  Under the similar equipment of cocked up Boer or cowboy hat, with ragged shirt and strong 
cord pants, with cartridge-bandolier, and belt from which hung knife and pipe, tobacco bag and purse, all grimy and 
unkempt, and sunburnt to a rich, dark brick colour, each individual was an interesting study in himself.  Here is one 
with a pince-nez - (pince-nez on a trooper!) - a Cambridge man of highest education, who thought he would take to 
farming in Rhodesia…and while that lasts he takes his place, like others, in the ranks.  Beside him rides a late AB  
seaman in the Royal Navy, a fine young fellow, full of pluck, who will press on where devils fear to tread, but he is 
disappointing as a scout.  This other man an architect, and yon a gold-prospector - in fact, there's a variety enough 
among them to suit almost any taste." 
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Heading a column of sixty five officers and 895 men, Plumer pushed his column further east towards Purser's farm, 
where the hospital wagons and pack train were left under a guard made up of 'D' Squadron of the MRF, with two 
Maxims and a 7-pounder gun.  Pushing back the enemy with gunfire over a distance of 2500 yards, Plumer continued 
deeper into the hills, and on 2 August, he deployed the force in readiness to attack the impis of Inyanda and 
Sekombo.  Establishing a new camp close to where the Tuli road enters the Matopos, some thirty two miles from 
Bulawayo, the tireless Baden-Powell reported that he had located a large body of rebels, most likely Sekombo's men, 
holding a narrow pass only a few miles from the new camp. 
 
On the morning of 5 August, Captain The Honourable J Beresford (7

th
 Hussars) took a force of 138 dismounted men 

in a westerly direction to gain a strategic ridge.  Progress was slow and uncertain, but as they neared the summit, their 
right flank came under attack from fifty yards.  Lieutenant Hubert Hervey (MRF), with twenty men, tried to repel the 
enemy advance, but upon gaining the crest he fell badly wounded.  Battery Sgt Major Alexander Ainslie (MMP) 
replaced him, but was immediately shot and killed.  At this time, the rebels also started closing in from the front and 
the left, with the intention of overrunning the now tenuous position.  The two guns were immediately off-loaded and 
brought into action, Lt McCulloch opening fire with case-shot to the front and right flank, and Lt Fraser the left.  Within 
the first few minutes, both were wounded, but they remained with their guns, desperately fending off the encircling 
amaNdebele. 
 
As soon as the firing began, the Friendlies carrying the Hotchkiss dropped their cargo and, in Plumer's own words, ran 
off behind some rocks "in the most cowardly manner." As a consequence, part of the gun could not be found, so this 
weapon could not be brought in to action.  Off to one side, Captain Llewellyn gallantly and singlehandedly worked his 
Maxim, even as his weapon and rocks around him were being hit by incoming gunfire.  His assistant, 18-year old Tpr 
Evelyn Holmes (MRF) was badly wounded and unable to assist Llewellyn, now also carrying a face injury from rock 
splinters.  Holmes would succumb to his wounds four days later.  Their line of communication and retreat cut off from 
the rear, Beresford and his party held-out until 10.00 when the rebels retreated 500 yards off. 
 

 
 
When news eventually came through to Plumer informing him that Beresford could not advance without 
reinforcements, Plumer immediately ordered his whole force forward.  With Baden-Powell and his scouts in front, the 
Colenbrander and Robertson Cape Boys marched out, followed by two Maxims and mounted troops.  'C', 'D' and 'E' 
Squadrons, respectively led by Major Kershaw, Captain Fraser and Captain Drury, galloped off to the left in support of 
the Cape Boys, while the MMP under Captain Nicholson, 'A' Squadron MRF and the two Maxims were sent off to 
assist Beresford off to the right.  Upon reaching the foot of the hills, the squadrons led by Kershaw dismounted and 
joined the Cape Boys in the assault.  Sgt Archibald Innes-Kerr (MRF) was shot and killed as the ascent commenced.  
The rebels' line started to yield, especially with the added pressure of heavy cross-fire from Beresford's position. 
 
The ascent however was very difficult, the attackers having to climb over very large boulders.  About halfway up and 
leading his men all the way, Major Frederick Kershaw was killed.  As the troops reached the summit, Sergeants 
William Gibbs (MRF) and Oswald McCloskie (MRF) were both shot and killed. 
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By 14.00 that afternoon, the rebels were in disorganised and rapid retreat.  Plumer described the actions that day as 
the "severest we had had." One officer and four sergeants lay dead; Lt Hervey died of his wounds the following day.  
Estimates put the amaNdebele force at 3000, of which 200 were accounted for.  General Carrington and Rhodes 
arrived the next day, for whom a parade was held and the troops congratulated on a successful operation.  Baden-
Powell reconnoitred the area, taking a hundred men down the Tuli road for some distance.  He only saw small groups 
of rebels, but none fired on his party. 
 
On 21 August, Cecil Rhodes, accompanied by Johan Colenbrander, held the first peace indaba with rebel indunas.  
The Matopos stronghold neutralised, the Matabele Rebellion was over.  The last words from a soldier who would go 
on to even better things during the South African War and WWI, Lt Colonel Hubert Charles Onslow Plumer: 
"Poor Hervey died about 12 noon this day (6 August).  His wound we knew was mortal, and he bore all the pain he 
had with the utmost fortitude and resignation.  He had only been with us a short time, but he had many friends and not 
a single enemy, and his death was sincerely mourned by us all.  He and Kershaw and the others who fell that day 
were all buried near our camp under a big tree.  There is a fort there now, and the graves we know will be well looked 
after." 
 
That fort was Fort Umlugulu. 
 

 
The small cemetery at Ft Umlugulu.  (Photos thanks Alan Bryant) 

 
The only grave that can be identified is that of Lt Hervey, prominent with its black stone cross.  Metal crosses can be 
seen, and although it is known who is buried in the cemetery, the name plates have all been stolen. Alan and I are 
trying to see if there is a plot plan somewhere which will enable us to identify individual graves.  The base of the 
obelisk on the right commemorates those who were killed in action at Sikombo on 5 August 1896. 
 
Documentation, including the London Gazette of 5 April 1898, contemporary accounts and memorials confirm that 
Umlugulu is the final resting place of the following thirteen men: 

 Batt.  Sgt Maj A Ainslie (MMP) KIA Sekombo 05 August 1896 

 Tpr P Bennett (MMP) KIA Inugu 20 July 1896 

 Tpr W Bern (BFF) KIA Inugu 27 July 1896 

 Tpr W Bush (MMP) KIA Inugu 20 July 1896 

 Tpr L Cheves (BFF) KIA Inugu 27 July 1896 

 Sgt W Gibbs (MRF) KIA Sekombo 05 August 1896 

 Cpl J Hall (BeFF) KIA Inugu 20 July 1896 

 Lt H Hervey (MRF) Died 06 August 1896 of wounds Sekombo 5 August 

 Tpr E Holmes (MRF) Died 09 August 1896 of wounds Sekombo 5 August 

 Sgt A Innes-Kerr (MRF) KIA Sekombo 5 August 1896 

 Maj F Kershaw (MRF) KIA Sekombo 5 August 1896 

 Tpr E Little (MRF) Shooting accident Spargo's 3 August 1896 

 Sgt O McCloskie (MRF) KIA Sekombo 5 August 1896 
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Key to abbreviations: MRF: Matabeleland Relief Force; MMP: Matabeleland Mounted Police; BFF: Bulawayo Field 
Force; BeFF: Belingwe Field Force) 
 
Footnote: 
Words cannot adequately express the gratitude I have for all the incredible time and effort that Alan Bryant in 
Bulawayo continues to put into our combined research into this very important part of Rhodesia's history; a history that 
created the very complexion of our country.  Sadly though, decades of weathering, neglect and vandalism are making 
the task difficult.  Once found, and in most cases restored by Alan, he photographs graves and headstones which I in 
turn research, cross-check against contemporary accounts and publications, such as the London Gazette, and 
catalogue.  This is a daunting task, as in the example of Sgt Francis Perry of the Belingwe Field Force, who died 
somewhere on the Insiza-Belingwe road.  In his personal account of the Rebellion, the force's Commanding Officer, 
Capt D Tyrie-Laing, states that Perry was buried under a Marula tree about 170 yards south of Finger Kop (aka Spitz 
Kop). 
 
The Roll of Honour I have drawn up for the Matabele Rebellion has 115 names.  The prime objective is to try and find 
all their final resting places.  Just over fifty have been found in the Bulawayo Cemetery which Alan has painstakingly 
renovated.  More recently, and with no hesitation in responding to my enquiry, Alan headed off for the Matopos where, 
just south of Esigodini (Essexvale) he found the little cemetery at the Fort Umlugulu site.  The large Umzingwane Dam 
has completely changed the topography that Plumer and Baden-Powell had patrolled across.  During his visit, Alan 
dropped in at the nearby Falcon College where, in discussions with staff about the Umlugulu cemetery, he discovered 
that one of the College's houses was in fact named after Lieutenant Hervey who died on 06 August 1896 from 
gunshot wounds received the day before.  Alan received an assurance from the College that they would look after the 
Umlugulu cemetery. 
 
A Matabeleland Relief Force "Ratpack" 
The BSA Company made provision for three classes of rations: 
A.  Whites: 

 Meat fresh, or 1lb 

 Meat tinned 1 1/4lb 

 Flour 2lb 

 Salt 3oz 

 Coffee 2oz 

 Tea 1oz 

 Veg fresh, or 3oz 

 Veg tinned 2oz 

 Split peas/rice 1oz 

 Sugar 3oz 

 Lime juice 1/32 quart 

 Dop (Cape Brandy) 1/32 quart 

 Tobacco and soap when available 
B.  Cape Boys: 

 Meat 1 lb 

 Meal 1 lb 

 Coffee 2oz 

 Sugar 2oz 

 Salt 1/2oz 
C.  Natives: 

 Meal 2 lb 

 Salt 1/2oz 
 
 
Know the Medal 
The Exemplary Service Medal was awarded to members of the Army and Air Force for long and exemplary service.  
The obverse of the 36mm circular silver medal carries the shield from the national armorial bearings, and the reverse 
the words identifying the award. 
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The Exemplary Service Medal L: Obverse; R: Reverse (van Tonder collection) 

 
First awarded in 1971, the lengthy roll includes the names of Rhodesia's top military personnel as well as those of 
loyal NCOs. 
 
Above and Beyond 
On 25 March 1977, the Bronze Cross of Rhodesia was posthumously awarded to Acting Corporal James Makuwa of 
1

st
 Battalion the Rhodesian African Rifles.  As part of observation duties during a Fireforce engagement with twenty 

terrorists in April 1976, James directed an air strike against a group of thirteen terrorists trying to escape the area.  As 
the fire-fight developed, James and his stick were deployed to assist in the contact, in which four terrorists were killed.  
Upon regrouping, a further contact ensued, in which a further two terrorists were wounded and captured.  His citation 
states that the success of this operation can to a large degree be attributed to Cpl Makuwa's initiative, personal 
courage and qualities of leadership.  The on-going actions of this fine soldier were recognised, resulting in a 
recommendation for promotion to Sergeant. Sadly, however, James was killed in a vehicle ambush in Mrewa on 9 
May 1976.  He would not see the rewards of his loyalty to and courage for Rhodesia. 
 

 
Bronze cross of Rhodesia (van Tonder collection) 

 
 
A Snapshot In Time 

 
"Give him an inch and he'll take a foot!" (Thanks to Paul Garnett) 
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Thanks to all of you who responded to the poser in the last issue, especially Steve Hynds and Tommy Fynn, who quite 
correctly identified the individual as being a resident of the DC's Rest Camp at Kanyemba.  I was based at Fort 
Harrison on the Angwa at the time (1976), and took this photo of Mabarani on one of my stays at this lovely spot on 
the banks of the Zambezi. 
 
This genetic condition of the feet, known as familial ectrodactyly, occurs in this part of the country amongst the 
vaDoma people. 
 
This month, is anyone able to identify the national serviceman pictured below, who we are led to believe served with 
the 11

th
 Battalion Rhodesia Regiment in the Ft Victoria area, Op Repulse?  Answers to me at g.van- tonder@sky.com  

 

 
 
Who's Who 
On 18 July 1893, having only just arrived at Ft Victoria from Ft Salisbury the day before and therefore in a no-
nonsense mood, a saddle-sore Dr Jameson (he had on-going problems with piles) informed King Lobengula's 
belligerent induna Manyao and his number two Umgandan, that he would no longer tolerate the unrestrained 
hostilities of the 3,500 strong amaNdebele impi against defenceless Mashona.  The butchering of those that 
Lobengula considered to be his slaves, amaholi, had to cease immediately, and the impi was to withdraw across the 
'border' within the hour, or face being driven across by force.  The impatient Dr Jim tasked forty men under a Captain 
Lendy to ensure compliance. 
 
Lendy found the hot-headed Umgandan pillaging and creating general mayhem during the impi's westward retreat, 
and at Magomoli's kraal, in circumstances which remain unclear, the vastly outnumbered BSA Company men opened 
fire on the amaNdebele, killing about thirty, including Umgandan.  It is still generally accepted that this action 
precipitated the so-called Matabele War of 1893, when in October of that year, a column from Ft Salisbury joined the 
Victoria Rangers from that fort at Iron Mine Hill, to advance on GuBulawayo and take over Matabeleland. 
 
Who was Captain Charles Frederick Lendy RA? 
 

mailto:tonder@sky.com
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Seated in the middle, second from the left in this group of the Victoria Rangers, Capt Charles Lendy, and to 

his left, Capt Allan Wilson 
Charles Lendy, three sisters and his younger brother Edward (killed in action in Sierra Leone), were all born in 
Sunbury-on-Thames in England, where their French-born father, Major Auguste Lendy, had established the Institution 
for Practical Military Education, a preparatory college for potential Sandhurst applicants. 
 
Born on 7 January 1863 and educated in France, Germany and at Harrow, the athletic Lendy was commissioned into 
the Royal Artillery, before serving in Gibraltar and Bermuda.  On 16 May 1893, he was seconded to the British South 
Africa Company, sailing for Cape Town straight away.  He would command an artillery platoon, following the Pioneer 
Column after it had left Bechuanaland for Mashonaland.  
 
Upon the disbandment of the Pioneer Column in Ft Salisbury, like all the other members of the unit, Lendy claimed his 
promised reward of land.  The beneficiary was simply allowed to claim ownership of land that was measured in terms 
of the distance a man on horseback would cover in a day, in each direction of the compass.  Later land surveys 
revealed that Lendy ended up with a vast tract of some 70,000 acres in the Marandellas area. 
 
Prior to being appointed magistrate of Ft Victoria, an administrative rather than a legal position, Lendy was involved in 
a number of punitive patrols in Mashonaland against 'problematic' Mashona tribal heads, including one which resulted 
in the death of Chief Ngomo (sic) in 1892.  During the raid on a kraal, to find an individual who had stolen from a Mr 
Bennett, twenty one civilians were killed, an incident which remains a subject of debate and contention to this day. 
 
Upon his death, Lendy, a master of Maxim machine guns and cannon at various engagements against large numbers 
of amaNdebele warriors, became both hero and villain, criticised in the House of Commons for disgracing the name of 
an Englishman.  Shortly before his death, Lendy had written to Hiram Maxim, the gun's designer, informing him that 
his weapon had performed "admirably throughout, although very inferior ammunition was sometimes used." He added 
that he did not have any stoppages. 
 
Lendy died in Bulawayo Hospital on 13 January 1894, of causes which are also still debated.  It is generally accepted 
that he died of medical complications arising out of an internal injury sustained while competing in the shot putt.  
Lendy was a fitness fanatic, invariably carrying around dumbbells for weight training.  Some believe it was a case of 
over indulgence at the hotel at Tati, and the conspiracy theorists would have it that Lendy was poisoned by Dr 
Jameson, in an attempt by the latter to prevent Lendy from giving evidence at the inquiry into the circumstances at Ft 
Victoria which gave rise to the Matabele War.  
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Lendy would, however, for reasons not fully understood, be memorialised in both Rhodesia and England.  An obelisk-
style memorial was erected in his memory in what was to become the Centenary Park, Selborne Avenue, Bulawayo, 
carrying the inscription: 

 
TO THE MEMORY OF 

CHARLES FREDERICK LENDY 
LATE 

CAPTAIN ROYAL ARTILLERY 
OFFICER COMMANDING ARTILLERY 

OF THE B S A C FORCES, 
IN THE 1ST MATABELE WAR, 

DIED AT BULAWAYO, 
JANUARY 13

TH
 1894. 

THIS MONUMENT IS ERECTED 
BY HIS FRIENDS & COMRADES 

 

 
A contemporary sketch of the unveiling of Lendy's memorial in Bulawayo. 

 
In the Church of St Mary's in Sunbury-on-Thames, England, a brass plaque can be found, in memory of the two Lendy 
brothers, and in the nearby two-acre Walled Garden, there stands an imposing lion memorial, erected in memory of 
these two local 'heroes'. 

 
(Photo thanks Alan Doyle) 
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The epitaph on the Lendy lion memorial reads: 
TO THE MEMORY OF 

CHARLES FREDERICK LENDY CAPTAIN RA 
WHO DIED AT BULAWAYO SOUTH AFRICA 15

TH
 JANUARY 1894 AGED 30 FROM THE EFFECTS OF 

THE MATABELE CAMPAIGN THROUGHOUT WHICH HE SERVED IN COMMAND OF THE GUNS 
WITH INDEFATIGABLE ZEAL AND CONSPICUOUS BRAVERY 

 

 
(Photo thanks Alan Doyle) 

 
Full acknowledgement and grateful thanks are given to Alan Doyle for his assistance in the research into this early 
Rhodesian.  Alan, an ex-Rhodesian who lives in Sunbury-on-Thames, came across these local Lendy memorials quite 
by chance.  In addition, the book Own Goals by Roger Marston, self-published in 2009, is acknowledged as an 
additional source, and is recommended for further reading. 
 

 
(Photo thanks Alan Bryant; Bulawayo Cemetery) 

 
At the Going Down of the Sun 
On 19 February 1979, an Intaf aircraft landed at the Mtawatawa airstrip in the Maramba TTL, Mrewa, bringing staff to 
the nearby keep.  As the pilot taxied into the parking area, the aircraft detonated a landmine, killing those on board. 
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We remember: 
 

 Pilot Byrne Gardener, MSM (Post) 

 DSA Leonard Mchonjomera 

 DSA Cain Ndhlovu 

 DSA Joramu Nyamayaro 
 
 

 
 

(Image thanks to Dudley Wall) 
Across the Globe 

 On 15 March 1917, Czar Nicholas II of Russia abdicates 

 On 14 February 1929, in England  Alexander Fleming discovers penicillin 

 On 26 February 1935, Adolf Hitler authorises the founding of the Luftwaffe 

 On 15 February 1953, war-time sweet rationing is lifted in the UK 

 On 05 March 1953, Joseph Stalin, Prime Minister of the Soviet Union dies 
 
And…………. 
…a career prospect for a 1971 Rhodesian school leaver: 
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What’s On In New Zealand 
 
ANZAC Day Thursday 25

th
 April 2013 

Services and parades are held throughout the country. Contact your local RSA to see what is happening in your town. 
 
The Rhodesian Services Association gathers at the Hobsonville RSA, Auckland in force. Please be at the RSA by 
9.30am. After the parade we hold our own service and then socialise in the RSA. Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 
AUCKLAND 
If you reside in the Auckland area please email Wolf and Alison Hucke at whucke@slingshot.co.nz  for more details of 
the monthly social meetings generally based around the Hobsonville RSA.  All are most welcome. 
 
TAURANGA 
The Garrison Club which is run by the 6

th
 Battalion Hauraki Group Regimental Association, is open every Friday from 

16:00 hrs and welcomes visitors.  Email hbomford@clear.net.nz  to get on the local mailing list to see what is going on 
around the area.  
 

CQ Store 
Visit www.rhodesianservices.org/The%20Shop.htm  to see what is in store for you.  
 
Please give our CQ Store consideration when buying a present for friends or family. Profits from the sale of these 
items go towards the Museum Fund. All prices are in NZ$ and do not include postage. 
 
To order: 
Email thecqstore@rhodesianservices.org  with your requirements.  We will get it weighed and priced and get back to 
you with a total. 
 
Payment 
NZ customers can pay by direct deposit with bank details being supplied on request 
Overseas customers - we prefer payment by PayPal, personal or bank cheque.  We can accept personal cheques 
from most countries with the exception of South Africa. If you elect payment by PayPal, we will bill you from 
thecqstore@rhodesianservices.org  Please note that we can only process credit cards via PayPal.  We do not accept 
postal orders or Western Union transfers. Rest assured, if you want to make a purchase we will make a plan to enable 
you to pay! 

 Clothing - shirts, jackets, caps, beanies, aprons, and regimental ties. 

 Berets & Badges – most Rhodesian units available. 

 Medals & Ribbons – an extensive range available. 

 Posters & Maps – high quality reproductions. 

 DVDs & Phone tones – historical footage, unique cell phone tones. 

mailto:whucke@slingshot.co.nz
mailto:hbomford@clear.net.nz
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/The%20Shop.htm
mailto:thecqstore@rhodesianservices.org
mailto:thecqstore@rhodesianservices.org
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/clothing.htm
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/berets---badges.htm
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/medals.htm
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/posters---maps.htm
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/dvds---sounds.htm
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 Other goods - flags, bumper stickers, lighters, and more, as well as quality products direct from our 
contributing supporters. 
 
New Product: 
This new embroidery of the Rhodesian Army Badge looks good on our polo and t-shirts, aprons etc. 

 
The Lion’s head is slightly distorted in this photo on account the shirt was not lying flat – my fault – the real thing is 
excellent. 
 
ANZAC Day: If you are wanting medals etc. for ANZAC Day – please make haste with your orders because the 
process of engraving and mounting medals can take a few weeks and then there is the delivery time to consider. 
 
Our Remembrance Poppies are very popular at $10 each in Lion & Tusk or Kiwi. 

    
 
Rhodesian Rugby Jerseys – we have taken delivery of new stock and the CQ Store is bulging with them! Long or 
short sleeve – you choose – there is no price difference. 
 
Ours are the best there is and at NZ$130 they are excellent value. 
 

 
 

Books for Africa 
I again remind you that all the books and audio visual disks that I stock and sell are listed at 
www.rhodesianservices.org/Books.htm  These sales are my own hobby and income from sales is directed to me and 
not the Rhodesian Services Association.  However, the Association does benefit indirectly from these sales.  A great 

http://www.rhodesianservices.org/other-goods.htm
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/Books.htm
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selection of books, many with a Rhodesian connection, can be found on the link above. All prices are in NZ$ and do 
not include postage. 
 
There are a number of new titles in stock since the last newsletter and I am restocking on Viscount Down DVDs. 
Please visit the page above and have a look around. 
 
 
 

Rhodesia Regiment 1899 - 1981  
 

 
 
This project is on the path to publication in mid-2013. Keep watch on this newsletter as well as this web page 
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/rhodesia-regiment.htm for updates and pre-publication offers. 
 
The illustration above is a draft of the cover. It has been compiled by Dudley Wall with a panel of eight others who 
have combined input for the design. The final cover will differ from this to the extent that the font will be changed and 
the photos will be better quality. 
 
The design of the cover has been something that we have not taken lightly and has been a long process. It is intended 
to illustrate the following: 

 The different eras that the Regiment went through with regard to uniforms and badges 

 To show the Battle Honours - this is done using a photo of the last 1st Battalion Rhodesia Regiment flag 

 The Regimental colours 

 The WWII soldier on the spine illustrates the major part that the men of that era played in the development of 
the Regiment and of Rhodesia 

 

Our Supporters – please also view our webpage http://www.rhodesianservices.org/our-supporters.htm 

This section is for individuals and businesses who support this Association either by giving us something for auction at 
the RV in October; by donations from sales generated from our listings of their product or service; by offering discount 
to buyers who mention the Rhodesian Services Association when making a purchase; contributing material to our 
Museum and Archives. 
 
Email me at theeditor@rhodesianservices.org for details of how you get a mention here. 
The Association is very grateful to all our contributors; please reciprocate this support by supporting them in turn. 
Please don’t forget to mention where you saw their advert. 
 

http://www.rhodesianservices.org/rhodesia-regiment.htm
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/our-supporters.htm
mailto:theeditor@rhodesianservices.org
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Craig Bone 

 
 
Cut to the Bone is the autobiography (written in two parts) of world renowned wildlife artist Craig Bone.  Craig Bone 
was born in 1955 and raised in Salisbury, Rhodesia.  He attended St. George’s College and went on to serve in the 
Rhodesian Light Infantry.  He was wounded in combat and subsequently took to painting full time.  Following the 
political turmoil in Zimbabwe, he left for the USA where he now resides.  This is his first book.  
 
"Brilliantly written.  Craig offers opinion on life as a whole which few Rhodesians or clear thinking people would find 
reason to disagree with.  A "must buy" in my opinion." Hugh Bomford. 
 
This is a review from Julian Pellatt, Senior Lecturer, Chester University UK: 
"This was a compelling read, spread over two volumes.  Craig Bone's book is a mélange of personal recollections, 
observations, anecdotes, tirades and reminiscences.  The lack of any underlying structure, coupled with frequent 
changes in time and place may occasionally confuse; but in many ways this reflects the author's spirit and restless 
energy. 
 
This is a fascinating account of an artist's journey from a boyhood spent in the last years of the British imperial 
adventure, through his early adult years in the Rhodesian Bush War to subsequent maturity in the darkness and evil of 
Mugabe's Zimbabwe, freed from its colonial chains.  A soldier's account of a firefight with terrorists transmutes readily 
into a discussion of the principles of art; machinations with anti-Mugabe politics give way to self-deprecating insights; 
evocations of the beauty of the African bush are transplanted by descriptions of life in a remote farming community 
and incredible escapades with cub scouts; life in a Catholic boarding school contrasts with fun and boredom as a 
police national serviceman.  For many Rhodesians of his generation, like myself, Craig's blunt criticism of the 
international politics that destroyed Rhodesia, and subsequently ignored the vileness of Mugabe's regime, will ring 
particularly true.  Far from being a racist, Craig is withering and uncompromising in his portrayal of the shortcomings 
of many Zimbabwean blacks; the 'Phineases' who have ravaged and corrupted the country or whose incompetence 
and indifference has allowed others to do so. 
 
The glue that binds this all together is Craig's volatile, unconventional, generous and fascinating character.  I was at 
junior school with Craig when we were close friends for a few short years, and when his artistic talents were already 
evident.  Afterwards we went our separate ways and lost touch.  His book has brought me up to date on what 
happened subsequently - and what an amazing life's journey he's had!  As quick to criticise himself as to castigate 
others, he tells his story as it is, without frills and with little mercy towards those whom he sees as having despoiled 
their superb colonial inheritance.  Craig's story will not win the Booker Prize; but that was never his intention.  At one 
level we have access to an extraordinary story of one man's battles with himself as much as the world around him.  At 
another level we have a real insight into the lost world in which he and I grew up, fought our war and lost our beloved 
country.  We should be grateful to him for adding to the historical record.  More of us should do so to leave some 
evidence behind of what we achieved; and what has since been destroyed, forever." 
 
Available from www.craigbone.com and Amazon in card copy or digital. 
 

Please show your support for this Association’s biggest sponsor – Craig Bone 
 
 
 

http://www.craigbone.com/
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Roan Antelope Music special for October 2012 
Dear Friends, Rhodies and Countrymen. 
After numerous emails and phone calls requesting Rhodie shows, we want to ask for your patience regarding a 2013 
Rhodie-get-together, as our venue has become too small and too far out of town.  We are working on various options 
and as soon as we have sorted this out we will let you know. 
 
In the meantime, by popular demand, we have realised once more, that besides all our Troopie Songs, Country Music 
also never dies! 
 
Being a bush boy and still living out in the "country" it is definitely not unusual to find a country album amongst John 
Edmond's collection of music and in his repertoire!  
 
John Edmond and the late great Charles Jacobe pioneered commercial Country Music in South Africa in the wake of 
Jim Reeves "Kimberley Jim" movie.  Charles Jacobe recorded two of John's compositions on the last album he made 
before he died. John is very proud of this. 
 
Over the years John has appeared in many TV Country shows including "Keep it Country" and "Gentle on my Mind", 
and has continued doing Country shows and recently brought out a very successful album called "That's what I call 
Country"  
 
This album contains sixteen of the great evergreen country songs made famous by the likes of John Denver, Johnny 
Cash, Glen Campbell, Kris Kristofferson and Kenny Rogers.  This album has been in demand by Country adio stations 
in Germany and our own Radio Pretoria who did a whole week of programs featuring John's C.D.s. 
 
So how about adding this lovely sing-a-long CD to your collection. 
 
This month "That's What I Call Country" by John Edmond will be on special offer for the month of March.   
 
Price R125 plus P&P which is: 
SA Free post; UK R105; USA R100; Australia R140 New Zealand R145 
 
To order go to: 
Roan Antelope Music www.johnedmond.co.za  
Email: info@johnedmond.co.za  
Tel: +27 (0)14 735 0774 / +27 (0)71 699 0362 Fax: +27 (0)86 273 5492 
 
Buckles and Tees www.bucklesandtees.co.nz  
Mike Vivier has a number of Rhodesian related lines which include the 'Advice to Terrorists' image on t-shirts and 
aprons as well this stunning Rhodesia Regiment belt buckle which sells for NZ$24.95 excluding postage.  100% New 
Zealand made. 

 
Mike donates a portion of his income from all Rhodesian related items sold to the Rhodesian Services Association. 
Please email Mike at mike_jovivier@xtra.co.nz with your order or query or go to www.bucklesandtees.co.nz  and do it 
on-line. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.johnedmond.co.za/
mailto:info@johnedmond.co.za
http://www.bucklesandtees.co.nz/
mailto:mike_jovivier@xtra.co.nz
http://www.bucklesandtees.co.nz/
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The Global Forked Stick - Snippets and Requests 
 

 
With grateful thanks to Vic MacKenzie for use of this illustration to better explain 

the ‘forked stick’ connection for those who were not raised in Africa. 
 
Tim Murdock and Intake 162 
“Hi all. 
I am still looking for some members of Intake 162/LTU (Leader Training Unit) from 1978.  I now know the names of the 
guys that went to 1 and 3 Indep. Coys. and some have been in touch with memories of the late L/Cpl Tim Murdock. I 
have passed these notes on to Tim’s sister Julia. If anyone reading this was posted to either Kariba, Wankie or Umtali 
please get in touch with me at andrew_dorking@hotmail.com as I would like to hear from you.  I would especially like 
to find Kevin Lotter (3 Indep) and Sgt Mark Sadler (posting unknown).  If anyone reading this knows of either Kevin or 
Mark please contact me or pass this message on to them. Many thanks. 
 
Regards 
Andrew Dorking” 
 
Rough Diamonds & Other Gems 

 
 
Book Summary: 
The 8th Army Commander, Field Marshal Montgomery; Ava Gardener; special forces hero of San Nazaire; thunder-
flash happy officers; fork-wielding bomb disposal experts; exploding Portuguese chefs; elephant-prodding troopies 
and fado-singing Frelimo...  Major General Derry MacIntyre recalls with great affection various skebengas and heroes 
who crossed his path. 
 

mailto:andrew_dorking@hotmail.com
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His anecdotes describe with light-hearted humour the life of a young officer in the colonial armies of Great Britain and 
Rhodesia, where he poignantly portrays the bravery and comradeship of the Rhodesian soldier in a war that they 
would fight fearlessly but could not win politically.  Includes 25 photos. 
 
About the Author: 
From the bitterly cold Scottish cadet camps, this Highland son from Tomintoul could not possibly have imagined that 
he would one day become Chief of Staff of a rebel army in Africa. His intelligence, drive and ambition however always 
meant he would shine in some arena. Major General Derry MacIntyre’s distinguished 30 year military career included 
service in the British Parachute Battalion, 2 KAR, the Rhodesian and Zimbabwean Armies. His keen observations, wry 
humour and ear for accents made him a master raconteur, and these stories recall and honour some of the characters 
with whom he served. 
 
Please contact Yolanda MacIntyre for orders - E: yolanda@msasa.net M: +27 826919944 Hard cover £23.99 plus 
postage. Soft Cover £13.99 plus postage. 
 
This book is also available in digital format and from Amazon. 
 
To Feed The Sparrowhawks  

 
 
From Colin Brown (who I knew from PATU in Marandellas) 
“Hi Hugh,  
My book was released on Amazon last month. It is in Kindle format in three parts. It is about farmers in the Mount 
Darwin area in 1976. 
The link is http://www.amazon.co.uk/To-Feed-the-Sparrowhawks-
ebook/dp/B00ALZG56W/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1358294214&sr=1-1#_  
 
Cheers, 
Colin Brown (KK)” 
 
Intake 146 Reunion 6-9 June 2013  
The Rhodesia Regiment National Service Intake 146 will hold a reunion at Somerset West in the Western Cape from 
Thursday 6 to Sunday 9 June 2013. 
 
After much deliberation a relaxed programme has been arranged for members of Intake 146 and their families to enjoy 
not just the camaraderie of fellow  
146'ers, but to have some time to enjoy the many varied and popular sites of the Cape Town region.  Yes, it is winter 
in the Cape so be prepared for all the seasons in one day. 
 
This invitation is also extended to any BSAP, RhAF, Intaf, or any other NS Intake member that served with 146 or at 1 
and 4 Independent Companies. 
 
Everyone is most welcome. 
 
Please contact Charles Billett at blythedalecd@mweb.co.za for the programme, costs and other details. 
 
Calling those who served with the Rhodesian Armoured Car Regiment……… 
David Brown a currently serving member of the Australian Army is wanting to write a book on the Rhodesian 
Armoured Car Regiment and he would like to hear from you - in particular if you are in Australia. 
 
David Brown email davidbrown6607@hotmail.com  
 

mailto:yolanda@msasa.net
http://www.amazon.co.uk/To-Feed-the-Sparrowhawks-ebook/dp/B00ALZG56W/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1358294214&sr=1-1#_
http://www.amazon.co.uk/To-Feed-the-Sparrowhawks-ebook/dp/B00ALZG56W/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1358294214&sr=1-1#_
mailto:blythedalecd@mweb.co.za
mailto:davidbrown6607@hotmail.com
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Congo 1960’s 
James MacKenzie writes: 
"I would like to make contact with anyone who knew, or served with, Hugh van Oppen in the Northern Rhodesia 
Police, Royal Rhodesia Regiment or 5 Commando in the Congo.  I would also like to make contact with any soldier 
who served in any of the Congo Mercenary forces of the 1960's, or their family. 
 
There is going to be a second edition of the book "The Wild Goose - The Life and Death of Hugh van Oppen" and we 
are collecting information at this time. 
 
I can be contacted at militaria@netpoint.co.za  or James D.N.MacKenzie, PO Box 1893, Bellville, 7535, South Africa.  
Phone numbers: 021-9499602 or 0836832694." 
 
Seeking Roland (known as Roly or Tiny) George Patrick Young 
Hugh Duff writes: 
“I am searching for an old Rhodesian friend.  His name was Roland (known as Roly or Tiny) George Patrick Young.  
He would be around 58/59 years of age.  He went to Peterhouse School and I believe played rugby for Rhodesian 
under nineteens.  HIs parents moved to South Africa, but I'm not sure where to.  In the '80s he was working in the 
North Sea. 
 
Grateful for any help/suggestions you might have.” 
Hugh Duff email hughduff@btopenworld.com  
 
ANZAC Day – 25

th
 April 2013 

It is that time of year again for those residing in the Antipodes to brush off your jackets and make a plan.  
 
Our Events Page at http://www.rhodesianservices.org/events.htm carries as up to date information that I have 
available. Please contact those listed for information. (If that info is not current – please don’t blame me – blame the 
people concerned for not asking me to update their details). 
 
That’s all folks, so until next time – go well. 
Cheers 
Hugh  
 

 Celebrate ‘Rhodesia Day’* on the 11th November each year       
 

*The concept of ‘Rhodesia Day’ originates from Eddy Norris and family. During the 90 year 

life span of Rhodesia we experienced the best of times and the worst of times. I encourage everyone to use this 

day to remember the good times as well as remembering those who are no longer with us. 
 

Rhodesian Services Association donations. 
You can make a donation to the Rhodesian Services Association by clicking on our 'Collection Hat' below which is a 
typical slouch hat of the type used by the Rhodesian Army up until the 1960’s. Click on the hat or this link: 
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=MLMB2B8Y2UY3G  
and if you are registered with PayPal the process will be immediate. If you are not a PayPal member you will be given 
instruction on how to make a credit card payment via PayPal. Thank you - every bit helps. 

  
 
This newsletter is compiled by Hugh Bomford, Newsletter Editor of the Rhodesian Services Association.  It contains 
many personal views and comments which may not always be the views of the Association or Committee. 
 
This newsletter is sent to registered subscribers. To unsubscribe press this link: UNSUBSCRIBE and send the email. 

mailto:militaria@netpoint.co.za
mailto:hughduff@btopenworld.com
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/events.htm
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=MLMB2B8Y2UY3G
mailto:theeditor@rhodesianservices.org?subject=UNSUBSCRIBE%20please
https://www.paypal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=MLMB2B8Y2UY3G

