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Greetings, 
The October RV and AGM are next month over the weekend 19

th
ï21

st
 October. Please see details further on in this 

newsletter. It is essential for the smooth running of the event that you book and pay for your tickets before the 12
th
 

October.  Everyone is welcome ï come along and have a good time. 
 
Anyone connected to Umtali and the 4

th
 (Manicaland) Battalion Rhodesia Regiment should make a special effort to 

attend this yearôs RV as we will be holding a re-dedication ceremony for the two 4
th
 (Manicaland) Battalion Rhodesia 

Regiment Rolls of Honour that are to be given sanctuary in our display area at the 6
th
 Battalion (Hauraki) Group in 

Tauranga, New Zealand. This is to be a momentous occasion where we will be able to commit these icons of 4RR and 
Rhodesian history into an environment where these thirty seven men can be remembered and honoured freely. 
 
The next issue of Contact! Contact! will be published in November and will be the last for the year owing to the 
Editorôs commitments to completing the assembly of photographs and illustrations for the History of the Rhodesia 
Regiment by Peter Baxter. 
 

Rhodesian Services Association Purpose & Web Links 
The Rhodesian Services Association Incorporated is an Incorporated Society as well as a Registered Charity under 
the New Zealand Charities Act 2005. The purpose of the Association is to provide benefit and education to the 
community. For detail and disclosure please refer to the opening page of our website www.rhodesianservices.org  
 
We also have a Facebook group which you are welcome to join.  We have loaded up a lot of photographs from 
various events, as well as others from our museum displays. We have found that Facebook is another platform 
assisting our purpose of preserving Rhodesian history.  If you want to find us, search for Rhodesian Services 
Association on Facebook. 
Please use these links on our website www.rhodesianservices.org  for the following resources: 
Guest Book http://www.rhodesianservices.org/guest-book.htm  
Guest Map http://www.rhodesianservices.org/guest-map.htm  
Events http://www.rhodesianservices.org/events.htm  
 

Please remember to let us know if you are changing your email address. 
 

http://www.rhodesianservices.org/
mailto:thesecretary@rhodesianservices.org
mailto:theeditor@rhodesianservices.org
file:///C:/Data/Data/My%20Documents/My%20Ewisoft%20Web/RhSADomain/local/user/pages/Newsletters.htm
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/guest-book.htm
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/guest-map.htm
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/events.htm
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Obituaries 
The Rhodesian Services Association holds a large Rhodesian flag for use at funerals.  Please contact me at 
hbomford@clear.net.nz to arrange delivery if required. 
 

 
 
Viv Wilson 
I am grateful to Geoff Cooke who sent this piece in that was extracted from the Bulawayo Morning Mirror 11

th
 

September 2012: 
ñIt is with great sadness that we must say farewell to Viv Wilson the Founder of Chipangali Wildlife Orphanage in 
Bulawayo. 
 
Chipangali is a wildlife sanctuary for animals which stand little chance of survival in the wild; animals, which have 
either been orphaned, abandoned, injured, born in captivity or brought up unsuccessfully as pets.  It is often the last 
refuge for those brought in sick or injured, and increasingly it is a sanctuary for confiscated animals. Vivian Wilson and 
his late wife Paddy established the wildlife Orphanage in 1973.  
 
Chipangali is not a zoo; it offers a home to orphaned, abandoned and sick wild animals.  When possible, rescued 
animals and birds are rehabilitated and returned to the wild.  If safe release into their natural habitat is not possible, 
animals are cared for and kept for educational purposes and study.  Endangered species may undergo captive 
breeding programs. 
 
Viv and Paddy were also very involved in establishing breeding groups of endangered African wildlife, research into 
wildlife and ecology, and education of the public, particularly children, in all fields of conservation. In addition, Viv 
carried out surveys on the distribution of cheetah in Zimbabwe and on protection of the Chirinda forest.  
 
Mr Wilson, a biologist, won the Rolex Enterprise Award in 1987 for his research on the duiker.  He was a former 
chairman of Zimbabwe Parks and Wildlife Board. Viv wrote his wonderful book "Orphans of the Wild" followed by an 
informative compendium on "Duikers of Africa" and in turn a book was written about Viv entitled "A Man For All 
Species". 
 
Chipangali has been featured in countless documentaries and is now world renowned for its pioneering work and is 
famed as one of Africa's largest and most successful wildlife rehabilitation/release centres. 
 
The Orphanage runs a volunteer programme, the Wildlife Experience Programme, which encourages young people 
from anywhere in the world to come and gain hands-on experience with caring for wild animals. The word Chipangali 
comes from the Chinyanja language in eastern Zambia where Viv Wilson originally began his career with the Zambian 
Government as a tsetse-fly control operator.  It is here that the whole concept of Chipangali was born and derived.  
The word means 'open friendly country'. 
 
Chipangali founder Viv Wilson and his wife Paddy retired from the active side of running the Orphanage over ten 
years ago, in order to devote more time to urgent wildlife research projects.  Viv has been the leading instigator of 
several unique projects, such as a ten-year survey of the duikers of Africa, which culminated in the 800-page 
masterpiece named Duikers of Africa, Masters of the African Forest Floor. 
 
Recently Viv expanded his research activities to include a survey of the leopard and cheetah of Zimbabwe, the 
biodiversity of the Matobo National Park and the formation of the CRI (Carnivore Research Institute) 
 
Her Royal Highness, Diana, Princess of Wales was Chipangali's patron from 1983 until her sad death, when the 
Princess Diana Trust took over the role.  In addition, the conservation activist and ex-actress, Stephanie Powers is a 
patron and Ambassador for Chipangali in the USA. 
 
Viv was one of Bulawayo's very special people, a true gentleman, always with a giant friendly smile, always one to 
remember a name and a face. 
 
Viv made an impact on almost every man, woman and child in Zimbabwe.  His love for animals and his dedication to 
their welfare made him truly remarkable. Indeed we can safely call Vivian J. Wilson a legend, his absence will leave 
an immense gap in the Bulawayo Community. 
 
Please note that the memorial service for Viv will be held at Chipangali on Saturday 15 September at 11.00 am 
Chipangali Website:- http://www.chipangali.com ñ 

mailto:hbomford@clear.net.nz
http://www.chipangali.com/
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From Cherith Roberts: 
ñJohn Stanley Redmile, known by all as "Jack", formerly of Trelawney, passed away suddenly and unexpectedly on 
the 1

st
 August 2012.  He is survived by his wife Heather, son Guy, daughter Elaine and their families.ò 

 

 
October RV 19th - 21st October 2012 
 

This is our 10th Anniversary ï be part of it! Book your ticket now by emailing 
hbomford@clear.net.nz 

 

 
We want You at the 2012 RV! 

 
Registration cost for the RV - $30 per adult and $10 for under 12 year olds.  The adult registration fee includes $10 for 
annual membership of the Rhodesian Services Association. Should an under 12 wish to be a financial member then 
an additional $10 will apply. 
 
Please note: We need your RV subscription before the day.  Diana and I personally fund the whole event and we have 
to make purchases and payments prior to the day. Times are tough and we cannot afford to act as a bank.  Thank you 
for your cooperation on this. 
 
Programme for the weekend: 
Friday 19

th
 October.  From 4.30pm the Garrison Club at the 6th Battalion (Hauraki) Group is open for an evening of 

socialising.  We will have Rhodesian related multimedia playing during the evening. At 7pm we will show the DVD 
Rhodesianaland. There will be food and drink available at very reasonable rates. 
 
Saturday 20

th
 October.  There will be a golf tournament in the morning.  Golfers contact Paul Nes 027 4417 235 or 

email to book. The RV will kick off with assembly and welcome from 2.30pm.  The annual auction is not to be missed 
(as those of you who have attended in the past well know!) 
 
Sunday 21

st
 October.  From 11am we will have the AGM at the Classic Flyers Museum followed by an excellent meal 

and free range of the whole museum complex.  Wind up is around 2.30pm.  Cost is $12, payable on the day, which 
includes the meal, admission to the whole museum complex and entry in the draw for a flight for two in the Agcat 
biplane which can be taken at a date suitable to the winner. 
 
Remember that Monday the 22

nd
 is a Public Holiday leaving you free to explore the area some more or take your time 

travelling home and for the organisers - a welcome day's rest! 
 
Our annual auction is run during the RV on Saturday. Not only is it excellent entertainment but it raises money for our 
Association. We welcome more items for auction which can be in the form of goods or services. Please contact Hugh 
Bomford or Paul Nes paulnes@xtra.co.nz if you have something to donate or services you can offer from your 
business. The list below is of goods already donated. Full details of our supporters can be found at 
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/our-supporters.htm  Please show your support for them in turn. 
 
Absentee bids for the auction are very welcome. Please contact the coordinator Paul Nes paulnes@xtra.co.nz for the 
auction list. 
 

mailto:hbomford@clear.net.nz
mailto:paulnes@xtra.co.nz
http://www.rhodesianservices.org/our-supporters.htm
mailto:paulnes@xtra.co.nz
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¶ 30 Degrees South Publishing www.30degreessouth.co.za ï various books donated 

¶ Timothy Bax and Charlee Griffiths óThree Sips Of Ginô www.threesipsofgin.com ï signed copy of Timôs book 

¶ Bryony Bomford ï Amarula Liquor 

¶ Buckles and Tees www.bucklesandtees.co.nz ï various goods 

¶ Paul Cavendish óLost Cityô www.amazon.com ï signed copy of his book 

¶ Mel & Sue Clements www.bookabach.co.nz/baches-and-holiday-homes/view/7199 ï a weekend in their 
Mangawhai Heads holiday home 

¶ John Edmond and Roan Antelope Music www.johnedmond.co.za - CDs 

¶ Wolf & Alison Hucke ï Moonshine and Rawleighs Gift Pack www.alisonsart.org  

¶ Ian Johnston óThru Thick ónô Thinô valj@mindsmail.co.za - signed copy of his book 

¶ John Kelley óThe Way We Wereô treaclemine@zol.co.zw ï signed copy of his book 

¶ Khukuri Imports Ltd www.khukuriimports.co.nz  

¶ Tinka Mushett ï a watercolour print and 2
nd

 hand books 

¶ Mike OôRourke ï flight in his gyrocopter  

¶ Daryl Sahli óA Skirmish In Africaô www.mystorypublishing.com.au - signed copy of his book 

¶ Beaver Shaw óChoppertechô canic@mweb.co.za ï signed copy of his book 

¶ Bryan and Nancy Tichborne www.watercolours.co.nz ï wonderful watercolour print 

¶ Chris Walmsley óMugabe ï My Part in His Victoryô www.amazon.com ï signed copy of his book 

¶ Tony Gibbs and Squashed Grape www.squashedgrape.co.nz ï case of Le Voyageur Cabernet Franc Malbec 
Merlot 

¶ Hennie Schoeman ï 2 Yard Glasses. 
 
This event is not to be missed, it is a great opportunity to kick back and have a good time.  This is our Tenth 
Anniversary and we are hopeful of a few people making the trip from Aussie, as well as from all over New 
Zealand.  It is a great weekend and everyone is most welcome.  
 
Email me at hbomford@clear.net.nz  to place your booking. 
 

Grunter's Good Oil 
Greetings everyone 
It seems like yesterday that we did the September edition, next week turns to October (at the time of writing) and 
another year comes towards its end. 
 
Since last month we saw the start of the new four nation "Rugby Championship".  I think the talking point so far is how 
well the new boys, Argentina, have stacked up against the three best teams in the world whilst away from home.  
They have had a fairy tale start.  To think that only last year they had, at best, a home series against France or one of 
the Home Union teams (more often than not Scotland) followed by an end of year tour to Europe for the odd game.  
Now they play the best three in the world home and away.  Their rugby can only improve with the benefit of 
continuous competition with the worldôs best. 
 

 
Los Pumas 

 
Talking of the worldôs best, aren't all three of them looking poor?  Out of the three teams the All Blacks have shown 
the best form but are far off the slick, well-oiled machine that we have come to expect.  I have said for a while that 
they are ripe for the picking right now but sadly SA and Aussie are not in a position to carry that out.  I don't know what 
Australia's problem is but it is certainly not Robbie Deans that is at fault.  There has been the call for his head amongst 
ex-players and the Aussie rugby public, but I think they are barking up the wrong tree (not that I mind).  In my opinion 
it is Deans who keeps the Wallaby's competitive as a unit because they don't have a lot of individual talent.  Sure they 
have the odd game breaker, but if you look at the team man for man against the opposition they remain fairly ordinary. 
 
From a personnel point of view the shape of the Boks has been the biggest disappointment.  After the World Cup last 
year they promised so much and this season they were going to have a "coach" on top of everything else.  Heyneke 

http://www.30degreessouth.co.za/
http://www.threesipsofgin.com/
http://www.bucklesandtees.co.nz/
http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.bookabach.co.nz/baches-and-holiday-homes/view/7199
http://www.johnedmond.co.za/
http://www.alisonsart.org/
mailto:valj@mindsmail.co.za
mailto:treaclemine@zol.co.zw
http://www.khukuriimports.co.nz/
http://www.mystorypublishing.com.au/
mailto:canic@mweb.co.za
http://www.watercolours.co.nz/
http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.squashedgrape.co.nz/
mailto:hbomford@clear.net.nz
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Meyer has been a disappointment in his selections and his style of play so far this season.  I know he has had a lot of 
injuries within the team that donôt help, especially after losing the core from last yearôs side, but he is certainly under 
pressure.  So much so, that the game at Loftus Versfeld against the Wallabies is being dubbed the "Last Chance 
Saloon".  Itôs a funny old game this, South Africa has been crying out for Heyneke Meyer for the last four years and 
now that he is in charge he is fighting for his life.  Who would want to be Springbok coach, not me that's for sure!  It 
must be one of the hardest jobs in world rugby.  To start with, you have the very unforgiving SA public and then you 
have to have a fine balance of having a competitive team as well as making sure the colour quota in the team is taken 
care of.  Not easy thatôs for sure. 
 
I am looking forward to four more competitive games that should be a better indication of where teams stand at the 
end.  I hope you are enjoying it. 
 
Send me your thoughts to fourstreams@xtra.co.nz 
Till next month, go well  
Regards, 
Grunter. 
 

 

 Dateline Rhodesia 1890 ï 1980  
by Gerry van Tonder 

 
October 

 
Newsflash Headlines +++ On 1 October 1890, the Pioneer Corps is disbanded in Ft Salisbury +++ On 10 October 
1892, the Dominican Sisters open the first school in Salisbury for European children +++ On 27 October 1897, the 
Mashona Rebellion is finally quelled +++ On 6 October 1902, the Bulawayo-Salisbury railway line is completed +++ 
On 27 October 1922, a referendum is held as to whether Southern Rhodesia should join South Africa or opt for 
responsible government +++ On 31 October 1956, Lord Malvern retires as Prime Minister of the Federation, and is 
succeeded by Sir Roy Welensky +++ On 20 October 1965, Prime Minister Ian Smith proposes Independence based 
on the 1961 Constitution +++ On 25 October 1965, a British Government delegation led by Premier Harold Wilson 
arrives in Salisbury in an effort to resolve the political stalemate +++ On 10 October 1968, top Rhodesian Government 
officials begin talks on HMS Fearless with their British counterparts +++ On 9 October 1976, the Rhodesian 
Nationalist parties ZANU and ZAPU form an alliance known as the Patriotic Front +++ 
 
In Brief  
On 19 October 1978, Rhodesian Security Forces launched Op Gatling, an attack on ZIPRA's main camps in Zambia, 
Freedom Camp at Westlands Farm, Mkushi and a third known as CGT-2.  The strike force comprised a Green Section 
of No 5 Squadron Canberra bombers; Red, White and Blue Sections of No 1 Squadron Hawker Hunter ground attack 
jets; and K-Cars from No 7 Squadron Alouette helicopters.  The air attack was a great success, immortalised by the 
release into the public domain of the Green Leader tape recordings made in the cockpit of a Canberra of the 
conversations the pilot had during the raid with other aircraft, his navigator, and the control tower at Lusaka Airport.  
The tower was informed by Green Leader that the Rhodesian Air Force momentarily controlled Zambia's air space, a 
communication that the operator very readily understood and accepted. 
 
SAS paratroops and heli-borne RLI troops would continue the attack on the ground, joined by a Vampire and a Lynx 
as the infantrymen also struck at CGT-2 camp, south of Mkushi. 

 
No 5 Sqn British Aerospace BAC Canberra (Drawing thanks to Dudley Wall) 

 
On 31 October 1980, the 1

st
 Battalion the Rhodesian Light Infantry was officially disbanded, having held a final parade 

two weeks earlier.  At that parade, Lt Colonel Charlie Aust, who had assumed command of the Battalion in December 
1979, said in his address: 
"The Rhodesian Light Infantry will march off the square and into history. To mark this dramatic, and for many of us, 
heart-rending occasion we will shortly pay a last tribute and say farewell to our colours which we have carried aloft 
with such pride and honour for more than 14 years of war.  There is so much that one can say at a time like this, yet it 
is a sacred moment.  A moment for personal meditation and reflection.  There is little I can say to alleviate our sorrow.  

mailto:fourstreams@xtra.co.nz
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If the world neither knows or mourns our passing, let us rest assured that the great captains of history and those who 
study military affairs will know that a fine regiment is lost to the honourable profession of arms this day. 
 
There are our colours.  They are unstained, undefeated, triumphant.  They are covered in glory."* 
(*Acknowledgement: The Saints by Alexandre Binda, published by 30 Degrees South in 2007) 
 
The Saints Go Marching Inééé. 

 
Republican Colours of the Rhodesian Light Infantry (Author's photo) 

 
Whatôs in a Name 
September 1889 saw the explorer, hunter and soldier, Frederick Courteney Selous, on his way back from the Zambezi 
River, travelling through Portuguese-controlled Tete and into Chief Rusambo's area.  Passing along the quartz-rich 
course of the little Umkaradzi River, Selous encountered local natives washing for alluvial gold, but according to an 
itinerant prospector, Mr Thomas, not payable for white men.  The area contained many traces of ancient gold 
diggings. 
 
Towards the head of the Umkaradzi valley stood a range of high hills, dominated by a landmark peak known to the 
locals as Pfura.  In an area in dispute between the Portuguese and Britain, and ascertaining that no national from 
Portugal had ever travelled in this district, Selous writes in his book Travel and Adventure in South East Africa, "éI 
had what some people will call the impertinence to name it Mount Darwin, after that illustrious Englishman whose far-
reaching theories - logical conclusions based upon an enormous mass of incontrovertible facts - have revolutionised 
modern thoughté" Small quantities of alluvial gold were also obtained from washing the sands of the Ruya and 
Bemberi Rivers, but the expansive quartz reefs failed to yield the Eldorado that large numbers of prospectors who 
overran the district after discoveries in Shamva in 1909 were after. 
 
The small bush hamlet, however, would become well-known for totally different reasons, as every Rhodesian in the 
1970s would get to hear of Mount Darwin, but not for its history. 
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Rail Security 
Upon leaving the BSAP in 1972, Boet du Plessis joined the Rhodesian Railways Security Branch in Bulawayo.  From 
then until 1975 when he was exempted, in addition to his Railways job, Boet was called-up with the RHU, Intaf and 
finally 2RR, when it was felt that his responsibilities on line security was vital to the war effort. 
 
Boet, who now lives in South Africa, has very kindly allowed me to use parts of his very interesting memoirs to tell the 
story of just how profoundly important the smooth operating of the railways was to the country's prosecution of the 
Bush War.  This is Boet's very matter-of-fact no frills story of the how he and his team struggled with on-going 
determined efforts by the terrorists to blow up the rail tracks so essential for the transport of fuel and war materiel:  
 
"At a derailment incident which was on flat ground, Old Mr "G" with 80 workers would normally lay a rough diversion 
track within 24 hours of non-stop working.  Taking one incident as an example, the old man had the track repaired 
within 24 hours, including bringing in all the new stone, cutting rails out and relaying the track.  He was unbelievable.  
He would jump on the bull dozer and pull all the derailed wagons away from the scene.  
 
He would then get his welders to cut out the damaged rail.  In the meantime his maintenance train crew would stop at 
the site where they would off load the concrete sleepers, replace them, replace the rail, and then open the track.  
Once the trains had moved through, he then threw the ballast in between the concrete blocks and reset everything. 
 
Under normal circumstances, the Engineers would have first thrown down a large mat (Cortex) which covered the 
track and ballast either side - a couple of meters wide and about 25 metres in length.  Setting it off would trigger any 
ófunniesô in the area where mines might have been placed.  We were having so many of these derailments and acts of 
sabotage to the line that we started taking short cuts because any delays meant trains were not moving the vital 
goods. 
 

 
Diesel Electric Locomotive 

 
After re-opening the line to normal traffic, the clearing up would commence.  The cargo contained in the derailed 
wagons would be dumped from the bogies so that the bogies could be ready for work again.  At this stage any wheels 
and springs would be replaced on site very quickly.  On many occasions, especially with loads from Triangle, tons of 
sugar would be set alight, or the old man would dig a hole with the 'dozer and push the sugar into the ground.  I can 
assure you,within hours of the Sugar Train being stomped the 'weevils' came out of the woodwork and carried tons 
away to the villages.  On many occasions we took the necessary action. 
 
In the beginning the Terrs tried to blow the rail bridges, but their actions were very amateurish - we then built bunkers 
at the rail and road bridges.  But you can now imagine the Terrs were also sharp as they knew that if they could cut 
the CTC (Centralised Traffic Control) cables or interfere with the cables in a section, it would mean the red lights 
appeared on the central control console, and the train would be halted until the track was cleared.  More delays. 
 
This is when you are called in.  During the day, to save time you would travel by vehicle on the dirt road or fire path 
and check for the problem.  If it is a very hilly area and with information received that the roads are mined and not 
cleared, you would shoot off on the rail line in your Security Trolley.  There are times when they blast the tracks in two 
separate spots a hundred metres apart, in which case you may end up falling into one of the craters with your trolley 
or you could get a squirt or two.  The trolley had a spot light protruding out the top, so when I patrolled I turned my 
head lights off and only left the spot light on.  In their ambushes the bullets normally went over the top as they aimed 
at that light.  
 
When information was received that big groups were in the area and we were moving fuel tankers, we placed a 
number of wagons in front of the engines and we would sit in the open sandbagged bogie at the back of the train with 
either a 12,7mm or 20mm cannon.  When we went through areas which appeared to be ideal ambush places, you 
could give it a squirt with this weaponry, and those tracers and explosive heads were unbelievable. What a noise!  
You can also imagine every time you let off a few rounds what that did to the poor old engine driver, not knowing what 
was going on.  Being out in the open bogie there were no comms, so on many occasions we would have to use a 
flash light to indicate everything was OK. 
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Pat O'Connor and his crew at Khami Station (Photo Boet du Plessis) 

 
For me personally, the most nerve racking times were when I sat in front at night with the driver in the cab of his diesel 
engine, more as a morale booster for both of us.  You observed that track come flying towards you, as you went 
across cuttings, culverts and bridges and as you shot around the corners. You know if you hit something you have no 
chance as all those loaded trucks are right behind you and will keep following you.  You know they cannot be stopped.  
That part I did not like, and there was very little protection, come to think about it.  A number of the engines were hit in 
the centre by rockets and the driver who sat in the nose part was generally not affected.  It was very different however 
when he hit a land mine, and in every case that I attended, the driver had burst ear drums with blood running down 
from his ears.  As a result of the explosion most of them were in total shock, shaking and talking incoherently - not 
nice. 
The collapse of the Portuguese Government in Mozambique and Frelimo taking over, assisted the terrorist incursions 
into the South East corner of Rhodesia.  These intensified and large groups of terrorists, anything from 20 to 80, kept 
entering the country, and with this most of our security roads along the rail tracks were being mined.  I recall a section 
of road just north of Rutenga which had five mines within two kilometres. 
 
One particular morning we received a call from Rutenga ComOps informing us that an Army stick, which had been 
patrolling between Garare and Ngungubane, had located an explosive device near a small bridge in a deep cutting 
between two large mountains.  The Army informed me that they had arranged for a Sapper to be recalled from the 
border mine field, and that this chap would have to be escorted to the scene and could we supply motorised transport.  
I then informed JOC Headquarters that I would arrange for a security trolley to take the soldier to the scene.   
 
At 09h00 I called for my security trolley driver to do the pre-shift checks on the armoured trolley before departure.  On 
the arrival of the black Engineer Sapper we set off from Rutenga to Ngungubane where the explosive device had been 
found.  While we were travelling, I looked at the Engineer Sapper and noted that he was perspiring profusely; the 
sweat just ran from his body.  I asked him if he was nervous and he said he was indeed.  I then asked him why and he 
stated that he was not familiar with electrically detonated mines.  Working in the mine fields was apparently much 
easier.  Well, I then decided to keep an eye on him for the whole trip to see what he would do. 

 

 
Rhino Security Trolley with portable turntable (Photo Boet du Plessis) 
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We travelled at 50 kph on the rail tracks, arriving about an hour and half later at the scene which had been clearly 
marked by the Army patrol.  The trolley driver parked the armoured security trolley about 30 metres away from the 
scene.  I then took up a covering position from within the trolley while we watched the young Army Engineer walk 
along the top of the rail line to where the device had been located.  After 15 minutes, with this man just lying on top of 
the railway line staring at the electrical wires protruding from the ballast, I called out and asked him what the problem 
was.  He got up and walked back to the armoured trolley where he informed me that he did not know how to defuse 
the electrical device.  At this stage all the trains which were north and south bound were standing idle in sidings 
waiting for us to clear the line. 
 
I informed the Engineer that I had never been trained to lift land mines or to remove electrically detonated mines; 
however I would go back to the scene just to have a look.  We then tiptoed like cats along the top of the railway line 
until we got to the scene.  On our arrival, I noticed that the ballast between four railway sleepers had been disturbed 
and I also noticed two wires protruding from the ballast with one wire attached to the railway line with beeswax and the 
other wire on the inside of the track.  This meant, when the train's wheel flange touched the second wire, the electrical 
circuit would be complete and the mine would explode. 
 
It was now midday and extremely hot, with the temperature in the mid-forties and the railway line was burning through 
our clothing where we lay on it.  While we were lying there I informed the Engineer firstly to remove any wire touching 
metal and then to bind it up so that it could not make a circuit.  The bare wire, which was protruding from the ballast 
and folded towards the inside of the track was the first one that we taped up.  Then we removed the second wire 
which was attached by beeswax and taped it too.  We started to remove the ballast, piece by piece, following the 
electrical wires. 
 

 
20

th
 Class Steam Locomotive 

 
As we had taken such a long time to clear the tracks, a military aircraft circled the area above us to see what was 
causing the delay.  We were immediately instructed by radio from the aircraft to lie low and not to make any hasty 
movements, as the hill on our west had about 60 CT (communist terrorists) and locals watching to see how the blast 
would go off and how we would be killed.  The pilot said that he would turn and attack this group, which he promptly 
did, strafing the hill.  Terrorists and locals scattered with some firing back at the plane taking place.  The pilot then 
circled and strafed the area a second time, reporting that he had hit a number of this group.  Boy, did we feel exposed.  
Here we were lying on top of the rail tracks in the open, with sixty pairs of eyes staring down on us hoping we would 
make a mistake and kill ourselves. 
 
We removed all the ballast until we came to the mine, successfully removing the detonator.  We traced the cable 
through to the next section, where we found explosives with detonators which we removed, and then followed the 
cable further to a nine volt Kariba Battery.  We continued with this process to the next area where, between two 
sleepers, we found half a bag of ammonia fertilizer with diesel and explosives.  As we removed the detonators we cut 
the electrical cords and taped them.  We were concerned that an AP mine might have been placed under the fertilizer 
bag, so we used a grappling hook with a long line and gently pulled it up and away from where it had been lying.  
Having removed all the explosive devices from the scene we quickly scraped the ballast back with our bare hands.   
 
With our trophies in the back of our trolley, we set off back to Rutenga.  It was a job well done and my first induction 
and education to lifting land mines.  I would also like to say we wore no protective equipment as there just was none 
available.  
 
As for the security trolley drivers, many were elderly men who, with the train drivers/guards and their Security Branch 
crews, faced enormous dangers.  Can you imagine, travelling every night, up and down the same route, with nowhere 
to hide, on the rail tracks with lights on at night (cannon fodder) just waiting to be taken out; challenging the insurgents 
to shoot at you in the open areas.  You felt naked, and every minute of the hour you waited for the RPG-7 rocket to hit 
the side of the trolley.  You sacrificed yourself and crew just to ensure safe passage for the trains carrying valuable 
fuel and goods inland.  On many occasions when we travelled as escort for the fuel trains, we travelled on the same 
CTC section, normally only a kilometre or two ahead of the train.  Bearing in mind, if you detonated a landmine, the 
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weight of the train following you, which had metal wheels on metal tracks, could not stop immediately.  It could take a 
kilometre or two depending on the gradient, weight and speed of the train - by that time the train would be upon you 
and you would be crushed. 
 
Until today these brave men have not even been thanked or mentioned in dispatches.  There were no individual 
heroes.  They were all HEROES.  It was through their bravery that the Rhodesia Armed Forces and Government 
could continue to operate successfully and ensure their success." 
 
I can only fully endorse what Boet has written in this minute exposé of the work of the forgotten warriors, the men of 
the Rhodesian Railways.  They placed their lives at great risk to ensure that vital supplies, and fuel and ammunition 
for the war kept coming in. 
 
Op Miracle Post Script  
Nick Baalbergen wrote: 
"Re your story on Op Miracle in the September newsletter and the question raised about the river crossed in the 
Honde Valley being either the Gairezi or the Honde, I have attached an image of a map of the area. 
 
The source of the Gairezi is on the eastern side of Mount Inyangani, from where it flows north east for about 20 
kilometres.  At this point it flows due north, demarcating the international boundary with Mozambique.  It enters 
Mozambique about 30 kilometres south east of the Nyamapanda border crossing (the road from 
Salisbury/Mrewa/Mtoko to Tete).  The Gairezi river is north of the Honde Valley." 
 
This clarifies the point of uncertainty.  Thanks also to Colin in Oxford for added input.  There can be little question now 
that it was definitely not the Gairezi, but most likely the Honde River. 
 

 
Thanks to Nick Baalbergen for supplying this map of the Honde which he also annotated 

 
There was also considerable interest in the activities of the artillery during the assault with these comments:  
Johnny Kendrick ï ñWe had three guns on Op Miracle, yes placement was at Madison, had to turn guns about 180 
degrees for tanks, however big guns at rear of store crested one gun so it was only two guns that turned the tanks.  
Had to have more ammo choppered in at first light, think we only had a couple of rounds left on site.  Can't remember 
distances but we did have a massive area to cover.ò 
 
John Boulter ï ñThe planning range is 10,000yds., so it would be around the 8,000 mark.  When they took on the 
tanks it was on charge S.  Over 11,500yds.ò 
 
Know the Medal 
A 36mm silver medal, awarded to those completing nine years voluntary service in the BSAP 'A' Reserve, or fifteen 
years in the Field Reserve.  Clasps were awarded for every subsequent ten years of service. 
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Police Reserve Long Service Medal (Author's photos) 

 
This recognition of many years dedicated and loyal service was issued to hundreds of volunteers.  They were men 
who freely gave of their own time for the common cause, in many cases fulfilling essential roles that would free active 
members of the force for frontline duty.  In the rural areas, however, they served local farming communities by 
providing a protective presence, often requiring open engagement with terrorists. Consequently, many paid with their 
lives.  39% of BSAP deaths during the Bush War were reservists; this represented almost 10% of all deaths during 
this period. 
 
Above and Beyond 
I recently received an appeal from a Mrs Shirley Vorster, seeking documentary evidence of her Rhodesian husband's 
WWII service, which would entitle her to war-widow's accommodation benefits.  All I had was his name and the fact 
that he won the Military Medal.  Not only was I successful, but I was able to find an account of this man's bravery on 
the original medal recommendation and approval record.  This is the citation, dated 21 November 1942, for: 
ñ1095735 Unpaid Acting Lance Bombardier Peter Vorster, 289 (Rhodesian) Anti-tank Battery, 102

nd
 (Northumberland 

Hussars) Anti-tank Regiment, Royal Artillery. 
 
This NCO displayed fine courage and leadership during the four days action (near Tel el Eissa) in support of 9 
Australian Div from 31 October 42 onwards, particularly on 1 Nov 42 when his No.1 was severely wounded and 
evacuated.  L/Bdr Vorster, in an isolated and exposed position, took command of the gun, and, under particularly 
heavy fire from tanks, MGs and HE, personally played a striking part in breaking up the enemy attack that developed 
in the afternoon.  Acting himself as layer, and with only two other gun- numbers, he engaged a 6-pdr with which the 
enemy had opened fire on him and which secured two direct hits on his gun shield.  With four shots Vorster destroyed 
first the gun and then it's Portee, which was burnt out.  
 
He then engaged an 88mm gun which had been inflicting severe damage on our troops; he set the gun-tractor on fire 
with his second shot and destroyed the gun itself with his third.  His cool and steady behaviour, which made such 
feats of marksmanship possible, were on this and all occasions an example, not only to his own gun-team, but also to 
other troops around him in the severe fire which swept this area continuously for four days." 
 

 
Military Medal (WWII) 

 
The challenge of research can be so rewarding, with this particular one being such an honour for me to be able to find 
another brave Rhodesian in the annals of our military history.  The medal award record reveals that the 
recommendation was approved and personally signed by a Major, a Lt Colonel, a Brigadier, and no fewer than four 
Generals, the latter including Alexander and Montgomery.  Peter died in Durban in 1988. 
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Peter Vorster (Photo from his wife Shirley) 

 
Editorôs Notes: 
One of the most disturbingly ignorant letters that I have observed recently was the letter that was the catalyst for this 
part of Gerryôs column above. Shirley Vorsterôs official response from Christina Forrester, Administrative Officer with 
the Disclosures Department dated 11 July 2012 stated that she (Forrester) and her staff had been unable to find any 
records for Peter Vorster, addingé"I suspect that your husband was, in fact, not with the British Army." She went on 
to state that "The Rhodesian Anti-Tank Regiment was not part of the Commonwealth."  
 
Within minutes of Gerry van Tonder receiving a letter from Shirley Vorster asking for his help, he had unearthed all the 
evidence required to prove Peter Vorsterôs war record. The main source of the information was the British War Office 
on line files!  
 
In my view Christina Forrester, who is drawing a British tax payer funded salary, should be replaced with someone of 
better value. Christina Forrester demonstrated disgraceful ignorance and idleness in her response to Shirley Vorster. 
 
A letter of complaint has been filed with the Disclosures Department. 
 
A Snapshot In Time 
Many thanks indeed to Chris Higginson for his excellent caption to last month's Snapshot which I have included 
below. 

 
"At the introduction of Bicycle Taxes, members of the Forces thought they would resist the Licence 
Inspector.  Here they are shown doing a practice 'stand-to' to prevent their cycles being clamped." 

 
Janine Walls sent in her interpretation: "OK, when we run out of ammo, grab your bicycles and ride for your life!" 
 
The photo dates to the early stages of the Anglo-Boer War of 1899-1902, appearing in a British contemporary photo 
publication, Black and White Budget. The caption in the book is "A useful body of Colonials: some of the Rhodesian 
Volunteer Cycle Corps practising in trenches." Unfortunately there is no other information as to where it was taken. 
 
This month's Snapshot is of an interesting parade.  Comments and views may be sent to me on g.van-
tonder@sky.com  or to the Editor, Hugh. 
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