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Greetings 
 
Wow! No sooner is one newsletter complete than material for the next starts coming in.  The September one was a 
bit late because I finished most of it and then went away for 10 days at the beginning of the month.  When I came 
back there was a lot more to add and then get it out, so really this month has been full on.  In addition, we have set 
in motion the manufacture of replica Rhodesian General Service Medals, which has met with great approval around 
the world (see the CQ Store section below for more details). But it has also meant a lot more work, receiving 
payments etc. Combine this with all the other correspondence and setting up for the RV and you can see that I am 
kept busy with matters away from my "earning a living" work! However, the many people who write back to me 
certainly show that what we are doing is most definitely appreciated and more of the same is wanted. 
 
Registrations from people wanting to receive the newsletter are an almost daily occurrence.  Current approximate 
figures for people currently registered with the Rhodesian Services Association are: 

• 350 New Zealand 
• 230 Overseas 
• 25 Associates (constituting other associations, collectors, etc.) 

 
For the first time this year we will have a Paid up Member category. Catalyst for this is that we are to become an 
Incorporated Society and we therefore need to be able to ensure that only current financial members are able to 
stand for election at the AGM. By keeping the membership fee low we hope that it will encourage many of you to 
show your support and join up. We have a number of people who have paid up from overseas. They have paid 
using PayPal and this is the only logical way of transferring such a small amount, other than by personal cheque 
(which we can accept from most countries except South Africa).  We have found that for residents of South Africa 
the easiest way for them to make payments outside their country is with PayPal (www.paypal.com for more detail). 
 
Rob Bates has given notice that he is no longer able to be on the committee.  He will be a great loss to us having 
covered a number of roles including that of official scribe at our meetings.  His input will be greatly missed.  Anyone 
wanting to put themselves forward for nomination should contact Paul Nes or me.  The majority of the committee 
work is done by email with generally one meeting around ANZAC Day each year. 
 
Just as I was about to publish this newsletter news of Gen. Sam Putterill's death came in.  I was sent the two 
tributes that you will find below by the editor of 'The Winged Stagger', an SAS Assn. newsletter.  Not a lot has been 
written about Gen. Putterill and certainly very few photos of him. Interestingly he was part of the Rhodesian Rugby 
team who in July 1949 beat the touring All Blacks 10-8 in Bulawayo then drew 3-3 in Salisbury 
 
Special Request 
For the last year the Rhodesian Services Association committee has been working towards the association 
becoming an Incorporated Society. In essence, being incorporated is like becoming a limited liability company. It will 
give us a more official standing and will enable us to become a Charitable Trust in the future. After the AGM in 
October we should be able to complete the process. 
 
Tinka Mushett has taken over the position of Treasurer from Paul Nes recently.  In the last year this position has 
become a very busy, one, mainly because yours truly has been doing Jewish shopkeeper impersonations (refer to 
comments made at the last ANZAC parade!) in efforts to raise funds, principally for the museum projects.  We have 
enlarged our stock inventory (see the online CQ Store at http://www.rhodesianservices.org/The%20Shop.htm ) and 
increased our turnover by a considerable amount.   
 



Once incorporated, we are required to provide a complete set of books at the AGMs.  Tinka has done some 
research and has concluded that the best suited accounting program for us is Quick Books Small Business 
V2007/8, which has a built in stock inventory.  This retails for $449.00. In order  to save us some money, is there 
anyone out there who may have purchased Quick Books on a multi user license but does not fully utilise all the 
licenses and would be willing to help us out?  Alternatively, there may be a software retailer out there who can give 
us a good discount. 
 
If you can help, please contact Tinka direct at RhSATreasurer@slingshot.co.nz  
 
Obituaries 
General Sam Putterill, former General Commanding the Rhodesian Army, died in his sleep in Harare, on 28 
September.  'The Winged Stagger' (an SAS Newsletter) received the following tributes from General Peter Walls 
and Brig. Digger Essex-Clark which they have kindly allowed us to reproduce below: 
 
From Peter Walls: 
The death of Sam Putterill will be mourned by all those Rhodesians who served with him, in the Army which he 

commanded from 1964 to 1968, and in the other Security 
Forces.  His part was significant in the initiative and 
sustained effort to set up the structures in which processed 
intelligence, and the direction and coordination of counter 
insurgency planning and operations was first done jointly in 
the country by willing participants at all command levels. 
 
His contribution from when he first joined the Southern 
Rhodesia Staff Corps after serving in World War 2, to being 
GOC of the Rhodesian Army when Jock Anderson left 
suddenly in 1964, was huge.  He was part of a team under 
Bob Long, with Jock Anderson and others, who analysed 
the needs of the Army in preparing and training Regulars, 
Territorials, and Reservists, not only for the primary task of 
conventional defence of the country, but also for the 
specialist methods and skills of counter insurgency, using 
the lessons learnt from Malaya and Kenya.  Then as GOC, 
he saw those lessons bear fruit in the early terrorist 
incursions in the Sixties, and was responsible for the 
outstanding successes in those days.  As an example of his 
influence, it was he who pushed through the reorganization 
of the RLI as a Commando Battalion, with all of its 
enhanced mobility and potential for enterprising tactics, and 
he saw to and encouraged the continued development of 
the SAS.  
 
He was totally without arrogance, though a man of 
tremendous moral courage, with the guts to decide what he 
thought was right, and stick to it however unpopular that 

might be with some.  Despite this, he was a thoroughly likeable man, a real gentleman of integrity and good humour 
whose personality and presence made him at home in any company.  This was helped by his being a good 
sportsman, and good at sport.  When Dave Garde was injured, Sam played rugby as a flank forward for Rhodesia, 
in the second game against the touring All Blacks.  And Rhodesians will remember we beat them in the one game, 
drawing the other!  
 
I haven't been able to see him for many years, but as one of his officers, I will miss him greatly, and respect his 
memory.  I am proud that I soldiered for him, and with him. 
 
Peter Walls 
 
 
 
From Auv Raath who wrote: 'Thought that I might just pass to you a tribute that I got from a former Officer of the 
Rhodesian Army, and later of the Australian army, which encapsulates General Sam to a "Tee"  
Cheers, Auv'  
 
Dear Auv, 
We do not know each other, I am John 'Digger' Essex-Clark, a well-retired Infantryman.  I resigned from the 
Rhodesian Army on the dissolution of the Federation to come home to Australia and serve in the Australian Army.  



 
In the Rhodesian Army I was number 396 then, on 
commissioning, O158.  I served in the Southern Rhodesia 
Staff Corps, 1RAR (in Malaya), and 1RLI.  
 
Sam Putterill was commanding the School of Infantry (then 
within KGVI Barracks) when I joined so I did my assessment 
and instructors courses under his overall command.  He was 
also captain of our Forces Rugby 1st XV, and in both roles he 
became my role model as a fine leader and an absolute 
gentleman.  He had great presence and a quiet charismatic 
style that represented to me the true 'art' of leadership.  I was 
unfortunate not to have served directly under his command 
though I was privileged to observe his style in the art of 
leadership art on many occasions such as countless camps 
at Inkomo, his occasional visit to Umtali, and when I served in 
various nugatory appointments at Army Headquarters in 
Salisbury. 
 
I also communicated with the General by e-mail about his 
nasty fall when in his gentlemanly fashion he gave way to 
ladies at the entrance to a lift in his apartment in Salisbury.  
We also communicated occasionally about Rugby generally 
and the tri-nations and World Cup in particular and, as one 
who had once been a fearsome tackler as a flanker, he often 
commented that 'the professional players of today may be fit 

and fast, but they have forgotten how to tackle!' I do not believe that I ever had the good fortune to meet Isobel.  
Nevertheless, please Auv, could you offer to her my sincerest condolences and kindest thoughts on the tragic loss 
of her dear husband, and the loss to the world's society of a wonderful man; and exemplar, par excellence, to all 
young leaders who came into contact with him.  
One of whom had that great privilege, was me. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Digger Essex-Clark.  
Brigadier John Essex-Clark, DSM (Australian Army, Retd.) 
General Putterill receiving his CBE from Sir Humphrey Gibbs 

 
 
Off the radar 
Deon Pelser has gone to Aussie.  Can someone give me his new address please? 
Ernie Patterson was working at Placemakers in Auckland.  He is now AWOL, does anyone have his address? 
Jonathan Pittaway, author of LRDG Rhodesia and SAS Rhodesia is seeking contact with the family of Maj Gen. 
Rawlins and, if possible, a photograph of him.  If you can help, please email Jonathan at pittaway@iafrica.com 
 
Medals and Citations 
This month I want to pay tribute to a man I did National Service with. He was well respected by all who came into 
contact with him.  A quietly spoken perfectionist, Theo Nel was in the Rhodesian Customs Service when he was 
called up with Intake 152 in April 1976.  He passed through the Leader Training Unit course at Llewellin and was 
posted to 4 Indep. Company at Wankie.  He was selected along with Harold Hoffman and Peter Schultz to become 
trackers.  The 'Sparrow' callsigns generally operated as one NCO and two 'bushmen' who were usually former 
poachers who had been 'made an offer they could not refuse', or they went to jail.  From what I recall, they were not 
all pure San (Kalahari Bushmen). Some were part San and part Botswanan native.  They were good trackers but 
were not the most soldierly types, nor were they all renowned for bravery. They also liked to smoke the locally 
grown 'boom' (marijuana), so the NCOs who worked with them had their work cut out. Horold Hoffman recently told 
me that they were paid on an incentive basis with a low retainer and bonuses for ‘results’.  
 
Theo went on to sign on as a regular and remained with 1 and 4 Indep Companies as a tracker/recce operator until 
he transferred to the RLI.  When the country became Zimbabwe, Theo joined the South African army and served 
with distinction in the 44 Parachute Regiment 
 
This is a copy of the citation for his Bronze Cross of Rhodesia: 
 



 
 
 

This is Theo’s full medal group.  Theo served in the South African Army after he left Zimbabwe in 1980 so his South 
African medals have precedence 
 



 
Left to Right - Pro Patria Medal; General Service Medal; Unitas; John Chard Medal; John Chard Medal; Zimbabwe 

Independence Medal; Bronze Cross of Rhodesia; Rhodesian General Service Medal 
 

Note: John Chard Medals are for territorial long service 
 
 
After the September newsletter went out I received the following email concerning the Rhodesia Medal (pictured 
below) about which I had commented in the August issue:- 
 
 

 
 
Hi Hugh,  
Just a quick comment to raise a question from the August 2007 Newsletter. 
 
You mentioned, "Below is the Rhodesian Medal.  This medal was for the Monitoring Force.  It is most definitely not 
to be worn by Rhodesian Security Forces." But I comment. 
 
Rhodesia came back into the control of the UK after the Lancaster House Agreement, when Lord Soames arrived in 
Salisbury. 
 
I quote from Wikipedia, "These negotiations took place in London in late 1979.  The three-month-long conference 
resulted in the Lancaster House Agreement.  UDI ended, and Rhodesia reverted to the status of a British colony 
('The British Dependency of Southern Rhodesia')." Hence it could be argued from a legal point of view that 
Rhodesia then resumed its status as a British Colony. 
 
Now my understanding was that the Rhodesian Armed Forces (Army, Airforce, BSAP etc) were deployed before 
and during elections at the request of the Governor of Rhodesia (Lord Soames).  
 
In fact the Rhodesian Armed Forces was the legitimate force of the "The British Dependency of Southern 
Rhodesia!" The above being the case, the Rhodesian Armed Forces, who were deployed by the Governor, should 
then be eligible for the Rhodesian Medal as issued to the Monitoring Force?? 
 
At the time, no one thought to claim (possibly due to the shock results of the election) the Rhodesian Medal! Which 
raises the question, should "someone" undertake a class action for the Rhodesian Medal to be issued to the 
Rhodesian Security Forces? 
 
Your thoughts. 
S.T. 
Australia 
 



I asked Tony Fraser to respond to this.  Tony is our curator, he is also curator of the Hauraki Museum; he has 
recently formed a complete museum display for the 1st Battalion NZIR at Linton of their history; he has provided 
assistance with a number of medal books; he has an outstanding knowledge of Rhodesian and worldwide military 
history; he was in the regular NZ army and is a currently serving TF; he is well recognized and respected amongst 
collectors. 
 
Tony responds: 
To quote the NZ Defense Force website (the Australian equivalent carries almost identical information): 
 
"This medal was instituted in 1980 to recognise service in Rhodesia, prior to and during the independence elections.  
The start date for qualifying service towards the award of the Rhodesia Medal is 1 December 1979, with the end 
date for qualifying service being 20 March 1980. 
 
The Rhodesia Medal was awarded to members of the armed services, police personnel and civilians who served in 
the multi-national force on Operation Agila.  The peacekeeping force monitored the transitional stages of Rhodesia's 
independence. 
 
The institution of the Rhodesia Medal was presented to the NZ Parliament by the Prime Minister by Command of 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II in August.  The Governments of Australia, Fiji and Kenya were also given the same 
opportunity to participate with the medal issue. 
 
The qualification was service of fourteen days on the posted strength of a unit or formation in Rhodesia.  
 
There was a Short Service qualification which states:- Any persons who served in posted units who may have 
performed gallantry on a specific occasion during the uncompleted qualifying period of a British Honour, Decoration 
or Medal of the status of the Queen's Gallantry Medal or above, or a Queen's Commendation, will qualify the 
recipient for the Rhodesia Medal and also if qualifying service was brought to an end before completion, on account 
of death or evacuation owing to wounds or other disability due to service. 
(Editor's comment: I wonder if the MF members who insulted various sectors of the Rhodesian SF and were 
casevaced home after receiving a deserved beating were considered to have been 'evacuated owing to wounds 
due to service'?) 
 
Members of certain civilian categories named below were also eligible for the Rhodesia Medal: 
 
The Governor, the Election Commissioner, the Police Adviser and all members of their respective staffs who have 
served in Rhodesia for a minimum of 14 days.  All Police Officers from forces in Great Britain who served in 
Rhodesia assisting in the supervision of the polling.  Ministry of Defense sponsored civilians who served with the 
Commonwealth Monitoring Force for whom the qualifying period of service will be fourteen days on the posted or 
attached strength of a military unit or formation in Rhodesia." 
 
It is therefore quite plainly set out that this medal was for the sole purpose of the Monitoring Forces.  In no 
conceivable way would Rhodesians be in line for the medal.   
 
Your readers may also be interested to know that the Rhodesian Services Assn.  Museum Collection has a 
document that names and details everyone who was in the Monitoring Force from all countries and therefore all 
those entitled to the Rhodesia Medal. 
 
People should also be aware that wearing medals to which they are not entitled (this does not include medals worn 
on the left breast in memorial) are committing an offense.  In Australia you can be charged under Section 80 B of 
the Defense Act.  Here in New Zealand the Military Decorations and Distinctive Badges Act states that you can be 
fined or imprisoned and that the onus is on the defendant who must prove eligibility or entitlement. 
 
Tony Fraser 
Rhodesian Services Assn.  Curator 
 
Museum News 
Colin Logie has completed the manufacture of a large book case and 2 display cabinets.  The bookcase has been 
installed in The Lion's Den.  The display cases will house the 3 framed Digby Sinclair paintings and be on display at 
the Classic Flyer's Museum.  The paintings depict the Lancaster bomber of 44 Rhodesia Squadron piloted by Wing 
Commander Nettleton V.C.; the artist himself in a Harvard over Victoria Falls and Bulawayo born David Lewis, the 
last victim of the Red Baron, in battle with Baron von Richthofen.  There is some painting to be done and glazing 
which we hope to have completed before the RV and Debrief in October. 
 
We will be holding the Debrief at the Classic Flyers Museum, outside and adjacent to The Lion's Den on Sunday  
21st October.  All those who attend the RV are given a lapel pin (picture below) and name badge.  You must wear 
these to the Debrief and you will have free access to the Classic Flyer's Museum during the period of the Debrief. 
 



This is the lapel pin which is part of your RV Registration Pack 

 
 
Assn Functions 
The RV is almost here.  If you have not already registered please do it immediately. I have started to send the 
Registration Packs out to those of you who have paid up.  We need your commitment and money in advance in 
order that we can plan the catering, get lapel pins made, send out registration packs, and keep the stress levels 
down for the organisers on the day. 

 
We must have your money by Friday the 12th October – that means have your money not have it in the post 

by… 
 
We reserve the right to charge a late registration fee.  In addition we cannot guarantee lapel pins on the day 
because we have them made in advance and they are year specific (see the picture above) so we do not plan on 
having any left overs as this will cut into the budget. 
 

• Price - $30 per adult; 10 for children under 12. 
• Details to hbomford@clear.net.nz 
• Cheques to H Bomford, PO Box 13003, Tauranga 3141 
• Direct deposit details on request from me. 

 
The Bookshelf 
Alex Binda tells me that he is making good progress on his book on the history of the Rhodesia Regiment.  He has 
been receiving material from a number of sources and is currently working on the second chapter. There must be a 
lot of material out there folks.  This is your chance to make a difference to the record of our history - send your 
information and recollections to Alex at abinda@tiscali.co.uk  I am storing any photos of scans which can be 
emailed to hbomford@clear.net.nz or posted to PO Box 13003, Tauranga 3141, New Zealand 
 
John Larn ex-Inspector 7727 BSA Police wrote to me saying that 'The Sweaties' (authored by him under the name 
James Scott) was released in the UK last year.  For anyone wanting to purchase the book I suggest that you search 
on any of the following www 's, www.amazon.com or www.pegasuspublishers.com or www.Abebooks.com  failing 
which contact John direct johno@computec.co.za or for mail, PO Box 1461 Southdale, Johannesburg, 2135, South 
Africa. 
 
We will be giving more details about the book in the next newsletter.  John has generously donated a copy for our 
annual auction.  So if you do contact John please let him know that it was via the Rhodesian Services Assn 
newsletter that you heard of his book. 
 
O.C. of Tsanga Lodge, Dick Paget’s book titled ‘Paget’s Progress’ can be obtained from www.amazon.com for 
around NZ$37.00 including postage to New Zealand (that is what I just paid) 
 
‘Sabotage and Torture’ as told to Barbara Cole 

 
 

I have a limited number of copies of this out of print book for sale at $65.00 each plus postage.  Sylvia Logie, who 
was involved with feeding the prisoners, kindly did a review for me.  She wrote: 
This absorbing book has recently been brought to my attention.  Published in 1988 it is not new but well worth a 
read if you can get hold of a copy.  It tells of the events in 1982, just two years after Independence, when planes on 
the ground at Thornhill, near Gweru, were blown up, with devastating effect.  The target planes included four brand-
new British Aerospace Hawk Mk 60 jet fighter/ground attack bombers, the pride and joy of the Air Force.  



 
They had flown less than 25 hours each and had been welcomed into the country by the then Prime Minister, 
Robert Mugabe, only ten days previously amid great rejoicing that Zimbabwe could now boast one of the most 
sophisticated Air Forces in black Africa.  Also sabotaged were the eight Hunter fighter jets and a Cessna. 
 
The book tells the story of the confusion and heroism of that horrific night and the subsequent arrest of six members 
of the Air Force of Zimbabwe.  These men ranged in rank from Air Vice-Marshal (Second in command of the Air 
Force) down to Air Lieutenant.  They were all held separately in various places around rural Zimbabwe, and cruelly 
tortured until they confessed to what their torturers wanted to hear.  Their experiences were so terrible that, reading 
it so many years after the events, caused me to wonder how we would all have reacted at that time had we known 
the true facts.  It beggars belief that we slept in our beds unaware of such horrendous events.  They were 
eventually brought to trial and acquitted, but immediately re-arrested and it took some time to secure their release. 
 
Many people were involved in this case and the book is well documented with names and places.  All these men 
found comfort in their faith and were supported by the Christian community.  There were ordinary folk who were 
praying for them and taking food to them, and I am happy to say that my only experience of Chikurubi Prison was 
taking food to these men and submitting it to examination by the guards.  The book concludes with some 
speculation about who was really responsible for the sabotage, and it can only be speculation of course, because 
the authorities were so busy pinning the blame on these six men that a proper investigation was never done. 
 
Sylvia Logie 
Tauranga 
 
Sylvia also showed me this signed poem that she was given in recognition of her support which was signed by a 
number of the prisoners as well as some of the other support team. 
 



 
 



CQ Store visit http://www.rhodesianservices.org/The%20Shop.htm to see what is in store 
for you 
If you cannot access our C.Q. Store then get hold of me and I will happily help you spend your money!! 
 
Replica Rhodesian General Service Medals 
For some time we have been working towards commissioning replica RGSMs.  We have dealt with people in three 
countries and have come to a final decision.  We have commissioned Tom Walsh, a former NZ Air Force man who 
is a noted repairer and producer of replica medals.  Tom does work for museums all over New Zealand and 
overseas.  Colin Logie and I went over to Gisborne to see Tom and we were very impressed with his work.  Tom 
does the medals as a hobby.  This means that they are not mass produced.  Each medal is hand finished with a 
high degree of skill and attention to detail.  
 
The RGSM replicas will be cast in bronze and silver plated.  They will look and feel as close to the real thing as 
possible and only an expert or very close examination would be able to reveal the difference.  They will have the 
letter R stamped in the rim or on the rear (Tom has not decided where yet).  Each medal will come with 15cm of 
RGSM ribbon. 
 
Tom will be making them in batches of five.  Each batch will take 2-3 weeks to complete, hence the reason for us to 
take your orders on a first paid up, first serve basis. 
 
Price:- 

• Price is currently $90 each which includes the 15cm of ribbon (valued at $10) 
• Postage is $2.50 within New Zealand and $12 for overseas up to 2 medals in an envelope after that 

postage price may rise  
• If you require the medal to be mounted this is an extra $20 for the RGSM alone.  If other medals are to be 

mounted in addition that will be $10 per medal (plus ribbon if required) 
• Engraving of rank, name and number on the rim is an additional $12.50.  
• Once all 'up front' customers have been satisfied a number will be held in stock by the Rhodesian Services 

Assn and they will be priced at $110 each including ribbon plus postage. 

Payment:- 

• Your personal cheque is acceptable from NZ, Australia, England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales, USA (possibly 
other countries but not South Africa) made to Rhodesian Services Association, PO Box 13003, Tauranga 
3141, New Zealand  

• Bank draft  
• PayPal - email me telling me that this is your preferred method and I will bill you.  
• Direct deposit to Rhodesian Services Assn. ASB Bank 12 3015 0497797 01 - if you do this please email me 

the details so that we can reconcile it.  
• We will NOT accept postal orders or Western Union orders, shells, Zim Kwacha, mealie cobs or anything of 

that nature. 

Your support is appreciated and your patience is required.  Remember these medals are all hand finished.  They 
are not mass produced from old beer cans. 
  
We are not making great profit from this, but what we do goes to the Rhodesian Services Association funds which 
are mainly used for our on going museum projects. 
 
Dog tags 
Kieron and Carolyn Robinson have been long time supporters of this association.  Kieron did his National Service 
with 4 Indep Coy.  They have a family business in Wrexham, Wales, doing printing and promotional gift items. They 
have donated various items to us in the past (lapel pins, key rings etc.) If you want to see what else K.C.  
Graphics has to offer go on line to http://www.kcgraphics.biz/index.html  or you can email Kieron on 
k.c.graphics@btinternet.com  They are happy to ship anywhere in the world. 
 
Just recently they have sent us a number of dog tags like the ones pictured below, which we have added to our 
sales inventory in the C.Q. Store http://www.rhodesianservices.org/The%20Shop.htm.  These are available in gold 
plated or nickel which have a picture impacted onto them.  They are mirror finish and very smooth.  They are 
difficult to photograph because of the mirror finish. 
 



 
 

The Rhodesian Services Assn. stocked items as above are $30 each (includes postage in New Zealand) and come 
with a velveteen pouch. We will ship overseas, postage will be $10.00 
 
If you want personalised dog tags contact Kieron direct on his email. We recommend that you support K.C. 
Graphics because they support us. 
 
 
The Global Forked Stick 
Tony Seward formerly BSAP and now webmaster of www.the-victorians.com is currently undergoing treatment for 
cancer.  We wish him well and hope that he has a full recovery. 
 
Rhodesian Corps of Engineers.  Alf Herbst was in the Rhodesian Corps of Engineers and is seeking photos and 
articles about the unit.  Please contact him on alfh01@ananzi.co.za  cell in SA  0829723591. 
  
The Rhodesian Light Infantry Regimental Association (RLIRA) Reunion and Luncheon Saturday, 27th 
October, 2007  
Venue: Fourways Gardens Club, Johannesburg 
Mission: To establish the Southern African Regional Branch of the RLIRA Execution 
Agenda: 
11:00-11:30 Arrival and registration  
12:00 Call to order 
12:10 Opening Address by Lt-Col Ian Bate MLM, CO 1RLI, 1978-1979 
Branch formation and elections  
12:30-15:00 Lunch on the terrace 
Dress: Casual 
Cost per head: R150.00 includes a spit roast braai lunch 
 
Partners are welcome, however, places are limited.  All bookings will be done on a first come first serve basis. 
(Regret no children)  
 
For enquires please contact Jane Lewis on 011 673 2218 or jane@30degreessouth.co.za  or George Dempster on 
011 888 9620 or gd@e2.co.za  
 
John Edmond’s Heritage CD 
At last John Edmond’s long awaited “Heritage” album is printed, pressed and ready for distribution. 
 
The public are always asking for lyrics to John’s meaningful songs and so Roan Antelope Music have included a 
booklet in this CD containing all the lyrics of the songs and the beautiful packaging is laced with nostalgic 
photographs of a proud heritage. 
 
More accolades have in the meantime been received from all around the world and here are more excerpts of what 
they wrote. 
 
1.  “In the aftermath of the Vietnam war many found it hard to return to the country we fought hard to defend.  Older 
veterans scorned our failure, citizens despised us and fellow veterans were trapped in a need to dwell on their 
personal experience.  First time I heard Troopiesongs there was a guy, John Edmond who had walked the walk, 
could tell the horror but at the same time leaving me with the upbeat spirit that life goes on.  Unfortunately time is 



running out for someone like John to work some magic in explaining the Vietnam” experience to OUR younger 
generations.  John has now taken his wonderful knack of moving the listener from the melancholy to the cheerfully 
optimistic Walter Briggs (Ex.  Capt.  U.S.  Army Vietnam Vet) 
 
2.  If nostalgia had a taste to it, something tangible that you could put on the end of your tongue, then John Edmond 
would surely be Rhodesia’s master chef.  The fourteen course “Heritage” menu will present you with an array of 
dishes which will stir the full breath of emotions.  Bon appetite.  (Pete Shout.  (Musician/ songwriter now leader of 
Bedrock Band, Namibia (www.rhodiemusic.com ) 
 
3.  “John Edmond’s latest album of songs and memories of his beloved Rhodesian era, titled “Heritage” is a tribute 
to the men and women who played major and vital roles over that period of the country’s history.  “Heritage” brings 
back fond memories of people of all diversities of that country.  That they had done what they believed in at that 
time.  The song titled “Old Warrior” is a reflection of professional soldiers doing their duty and serving the 
government of the day.  This album is among the greats that have come from your pen and guitar.  Thank you my 
friend.” (Koos Moorcroft.  Ex-Chief Sg.  Major of the S.A.  Army and 5 Reconnaissance Battalion) 
 
The release date for “Heritage” will be Monday 15th October 2007. Place your order now on www.johnedmond.co.za  
or email jredmond@mweb.co.za  or + 27 (0) 14 735 0774.  
Prices: 
SA R175.00   US $45.00   UK 22.00 POUNDS   AUS $55.00   NZ $ 60.00 
Remember if you contact John please let him know it was through this newsletter then I have a good excuse to hit 
him up for a donation towards our next fun raising auction. 
 
A Letter From Zimbabwe 
This email had an attachment from Delta Beverages dated 4th October 2007 which stated that "The wholesale and 
retail prices effective from 5th October 2007, as approved by the Responsible Authority, are as follows:" It went on 
to list numbers beyond my comprehension. 
 
My correspondent wrote: 
 
Howzit Hugh 
 
Thought I would send you this mail showing the latest retail prices for beer in Zim, just for a laugh. You will see that 
a Castle / Lion etc now costs $165 000 each.  Take into account that 3 zero's were dropped last year, that makes 1 
beer worth $165 000 000 in the dollars you remember!  A can of beer is $450 000 or $450 000  
000. 
 
I recall that the Bush War was costing Rhod$1 000 000 per day!! 
 
Remember how we used to go on the p**s in the late 70's / 80's and get totally trashed on $5 or less!  It's amazing 
how these okes have f****d it up so badly. 
 
Hope all is well your side, for us however, aluta continua..(the looting continues!) 
 
Cheers 
“1 Cdo Skate” 
 
Until next time - go well 
  
Cheers 
Hugh 
 
This newsletter is compiled by Hugh Bomford, Secretary of the Rhodesian Services Association.  
It contains many personal views and comments which may not always be the views of the Association or 
Committee. 
  
If for any reason you would like to be removed from the mailing list, please send an email to 
hbomford@clear.net.nz with the word ‘remove’ in the subject line or body. 


