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Rhodesian Services Association ANZAC Parade Notice April 2006
PO Box 13003, Tauranga 3141, New Zealand.

Web: www.rhodesianservices.org
Greetings
 

I have been a little late in getting this out, (blame work and moving house).
 

Some people question why Rhodesians are using ANZAC Day to parade as there is no significance to Rhodesian history of 25th April. (Note: the Rhodesian African Rifles' Regimental Day is 25th April).  Usually these questions come from people outside the Antipodes and who are not able to see and feel what importance this day has in New Zealand and Australia over and above Remembrance Day.  As migrants to these two countries we Rhodesians have been made universally welcome to join in and use this day to remember and honour our servicemen and women.  We are indeed fortunate that we are allowed to do this.  I recall the last Remembrance Day Parade that my family attended in Marandellas (it had been renamed by then of course) on 11/11/1980.  Word came through afterwards that if we did that again we would all be arrested and imprisoned.
 

In New Zealand and Australia we have the freedom to associate.  New Zealand and Rhodesia share military history dating back to the Boer War as well as other factors in common.  At least two New Zealanders who died from disease on their way to the Boer War are buried in Marandellas, the same place we were barred from honouring those who had given their lives in times of war in Rhodesia and overseas.  (The Marandellas Roll of Honour is now safe in the UK where it will not be desecrated in the way that some memorials and headstones have been.)  
 
Having lived more than half my life in New Zealand now, I feel a strong bond with my country of birth as well as my country of citizenship.  I hope this poorly phrased jumble of thoughts and feelings goes some way to explaining why ANZAC Day is important to me: it is the opportunity to honour friends and family who gave their lives; also those whose lives were effected by war and those who have since passed on; I am free and welcome to do this - no questions asked and no threat of arrest.  It is a day of remembrance.  This year marks the 30th anniversary of when I went in for National Service (6th April 1976, Intake 152).  Those of us in comms from that intake have been remembering the good and the bad times.  We never forget the good friends and loyal Rhodesians from our intake who are no longer with us.  We Will Remember Them.  
 
So having said all that, I would like you to join those of us who will be parading at Hobsonville, Auckland on Tuesday 25th April 2006.  The format is:-
10am Parade assembles at Hobsonville School

10:30 Fall in

10:40 March off

11:00 ETA at RSA

12:00 Main service concludes

12:05 Rhodesian Services Ass service begins
12:30 Rhodesian service concludes and socialising starts
 

Please note:- 
The Rhodesian service will include an address by Martin Knight-Willis a soldier who served with both the Rhodesian and New Zealand SAS.  Martin was awarded the Military Cross while on service in Vietnam.
 

Payment for the wreath and a donation to the Hobsonville RSA have been made out of Rhodesian Services Assn. funds.  We will be taking a collection after the service.
 

The Hobsonville RSA normally opens at about 09:00 to 09:30 and that is also a good time to catch up with each other over a cuppa or something stronger.
 

Dress - we like to be as smart as possible.  Personal medals on the left breast; medals worn in memorial on the right.  Being Auckland the weather can go through 4 seasons in a matter of minutes so come prepared.
 

Food - there is full catering available and meals can be ordered.
 

Also in attendance will be Mike Rogers who is coming over from Australia.  Mike is an Aussie who served in 3 Cdo RLI and then 32 Battalion.  A number of us will be coming up from Tauranga together with Steve Kennedy (a Kiwi who was also in the RLI) who moves between Omaru and Rotorua and always makes a big effort to attend.  I hope that some of the good folk in the Waikato area will also take time to make the trip this year.
 

I will bring up some of the Lion & Tusk t-shirts and other articles for anyone wanting to make a purchase.
 

So here is hoping for good weather and a big turn out and to see you there.  Please forward this to anyone you know not on the mailing list who may be interested.
 

Cheers
Hugh
 

Hugh Bomford,
Secretary Rhodesian Services Assn.
PO Box 13003
TAURANGA 3030
New Zealand
Wk +64 7 576 9500
Fax +64 7 576 9501
Cell +64 21 045 8069
